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1 Introduc tion  

 
 
The Dorset AONB 
 
1.1 Areas o f Outstanding  Na tural Beauty or ‘AONBs’  a re  our na tions’  finest landsc apes. They a re 
na tiona lly a nd  interna tiona lly important a nd  receive p ro tec tion to sa fegua rd  their spec ia l c ha rac ter 
and  qua lities. The p rimary purpose of the designa tion is to  ‘conserve and enhance the natural 
beauty’ of the AONB. 
 
1.2 In pursuing  this p rimary purpose, account is taken of the need s of ag ric ulture , forestry, other rura l 
industries and  of the economic  and  soc ia l need s of loc al c ommunities.  Pa rticula r rega rd  is paid  to 
p romoting  susta inable fo rms o f soc ia l and  ec onomic  development tha t in themselves c onserve and 
enhance the environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.3 Designa ted  in 1959, the Dorset AONB c overs 42% o f the County and  stretc hes from Lyme Reg is in 
the West to Poole Ha rbour in the ea st. It is a  d ive rse landsc ape ranging  from open chalk downland , 
intima te  river valleys and  pa stora l fa rmed  vales to inte rna tionally important hea thland s and  a  World 
Heritage coastline. 
 
The Dorset AONB Management Plan 
 
1.4 The Dorset AONB Partnership  is undertaking  a  fo rma l review of the  sta tuto ry Ma nagement Plan 
for the AONB. This Plan, adop ted  by the  loc a l a uthorities, sets out the polic ies for the  AONB and  how 
they will be delivered . The c urrent p la n runs until Marc h 2009, by which time a  revised  plan must be 
in p lace. For more info rmation on the AONB a nd  the  Management Plan p roc ess p lea se  see 
www.dorsetaonb.org .uk 
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Stra teg ic  Environmenta l Assessment 
 
1.5 An important pa rt of the p rocess in develop ing the  Ma nagement Plan is to ensure it w ill deliver a  
high level of environmenta l p rotec tion and  enha ncement. A Stra teg ic  Environmenta l Assessment 
(SEA) achieves this a im by p rovid ing  a  struc tured  p rocess throug h which the ac tivities p roposed 
under the  Plan a re tested  against ag reed  environmental c riteria .  
 
1.6 A Stra teg ic  Environmenta l Assessment must be undertaken as pa rt of the review of the  AONB 
Management Plan. Ba sed  on guidance recently p roduced  by Na tura l Eng land  and  the 
Government Office for the South West, this d ocument de ta ils the scope o f the SEA framework and 
the p redic ted  effec ts of the  Dra ft Plan. In add ition to addressing  the  environmenta l impac ts o f the 
p lan, the SEA will a lso highlight the ma in soc ia l and  ec onomic  consid era tions in order to cover a ll 
aspec ts of susta inability. 
 
The overa ll a ims of the SEA p rocess a re: 
 
 

�  To p rovide a  high level of environmental p ro tec tion and  enhanc ement whilst balanc ing 
re levant economic  and  soc ia l c onsidera tions in the p rep ara tion o f polic ies and  ac tions; 

�  To make the Management Plan as susta inable as possib le by ensuring  tha t relevant 
susta ina ble development p rinc ip les a re fully integ ra ted  into a ll stages of p lan and  polic y 
making ; 

�  To a llow stakeholde rs a nd  the  public  to have an input into its p roduc tion through 
consulta tion; and  

�  To p rovide an environmenta l, (ec onomic  and  soc ia l) aud it a t app rop ria te stages o f the 
Plan p rocess. 

 
 
 
1.7 The five stages in the SEA p rocess tha t an AONB Partne rship  must undertake  a re: 
 

A. Context, Baseline and Sc ope 
 

B. Assessment 
 

C. Preparation of Environmental Report (ER) 
 

D. Consultation and Review 
 
E. Monitoring 

 
Stage A - Scoping  
 
1.8 A Sc op ing  Report wa s p repa red which se t out the p roposed  ap proach to inform the Assessment 
p rocess. The d ra ft Scop ing  Report was pub lished  for a  five week c onsulta tion with the sta tutory 
environmenta l agenc ies Na tura l Eng land , English Heritage  a nd  the Environment Agenc y, a long  with 
loca l authorities and  other inte rested  g roup s.   
 
1.9 This stage identified  the key issues based  on the environmental baseline da ta , assoc ia ted  trends 
and  re levant p lans a nd  polic ies.  Environmenta l and  relevant soc ia l and  economic  ob jec tives were 
then set out whic h will be used  to test AONB ob jec tives and  polic ies during the a ssessment stage (B). 
A summary of the  scop ing  stage  is p resented  in the  following  chap ters. 
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Stage B – Assessment and policy refinement 
 
1.10 The  ob jec tives a nd  polic ies set out in the d raft AONB management p lan a re assessed  ag ainst 
the SEA ob jec tives de fined  through the scop ing report. The  testing  of each d ra ft ob jec tive  and 
polic y was overseen by an independent g roup  o f experts to  help  ensure this p rocess was as rigorous 
as p ossib le.  Where any nega tive effec ts were id entified , polic ies were  revised  as ap prop ria te  to 
he lp  ensure the  Plan is having  the best possib le effec t. 
 
Stage C - Draft Environmental Report  
 
1.13 The EU SEA Direc tive requires tha t an Environmenta l Report (ER) must ac c ompany the d ra ft 
Management Plan during  the public  consulta tion stages. The Direc tive makes p rovision fo r the ER to 
desc ribe any sho rtcomings in info rmation and  identify where  new researc h is required . This ER sets 
out the like ly effec ts on the environment of the  Dra ft AONB Management Plan based on the 
information as p resented  in the Sc oping  Report.  
 
1.14 This identifies were p roposals will have a  positive impac t, a  neutra l e ffec t or nega tive. Where 
nega tive effec ts still remain a fte r revising  a  polic y, suggestions for mitiga ting  the effec ts have been 
put fo rwa rd .  Comments on the assessment were p resented  for consulta tion as pa rt o f the ove rall 
management p lan c onsulta tion p rocess.  
 
Stage D – Consultation and  Review 
 
1.15 Comments a nd  suggestions a rising  from the Pub lic  Consulta tion on the d ra ft Management Plan 
have been c onsidered  by the AONB Pa rtnership Board . Changes and  improvements have been 
made , ba sed  on a  revised  a ssessment of their environmenta l effec ts.  
 
1.16 The  SEA Regula tions a lso require the AONB Board  to  publish a  Post Adop tion Sta tement whic h is 
conta ined a t the bac k o f this final report. This desc ribes how the environmenta l c onside ra tions 
a rising  from the SEA, the Environmenta l Report and  the consulta tion were  taken into  ac count in 
revising  the fina l Plan.  
 
Stage E - Monitoring the Plan  
 
1.17 The  environmenta l effec ts of the Plan will be  monito red  to help  ensure the p roposed  ac tions 
and  polic ies a re having  the  desired  outcome. The indic tors as identified  in the SEA scoping  report 
a long with other re levant da ta  will be used  to  assess the environmenta l impac t of the  p lan a s it is 
implemented . This is an ongoing  p rocess to ensure the best possib le, up  to da te da ta  is availab le. 
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Overview of the review proc ess 
 

 
 

Figure 1 
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Hab ita t Regula tions Assessment 
 
1.18 The review of the Management Plan has a lso been sub jec t to a  separa te Habita ts 
Regula tions Assessment (HRA) under another European Direc tive (92/43/EEC), re fe rred  to 
as the  Habita ts Direc tive. This looked  a t potentia l impac ts on Na tura  2000 sites. This is 
availa ble a s a sep ara te  doc ument from the Dorse t AONB Pa rtnership 
(www.dorse taonb .org .uk).  
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 2. Sc oping  
 
 
The Scop ing Report  
 
2.1 This stage set out the  scope and level of deta il to be conta ined  in this Environmental 
Report and  how this would  shape the  ongoing  AONB Management Plan review p rocess. 
The fo llowing  stages were taken to form the  scop ing  report: 
 
Review of doc uments and  ob jec tives 
 
2.2 In reviewing  the AONB Management Plan, a  host of o the r p lans and  p rog rammes 
and  the ir assoc ia ted  ob jec tives need  to  be c onsidered .  This is a  key sta ge in the SEA 
p roc ess to identify any p roblems and  issues that the p lan should  a im to  ad dress b y 
developing approp ria te polic ies, ob jec tives and  ac tions.  The issues and ta rge ts a rising 
from the review o f these d ocuments a re used  to identify the ob jec tives for the  SEA 
appra isa l framework. 
 
2.3 The doc uments reviewed  cover interna tiona l, na tiona l, reg iona l and  loc al agendas. 
This foc uses on the key p lans and  p rog rammes tha t a re relevant in se tting  the context for 
the future  p lanning  and  management of the AONB. The review o f these  documents 
foc uses on the  environmenta l issues relevant to the AONB a nd  the wide r soc ia l and 
ec onomic  themes which underpin the wider susta inab ility of the  AONB. 
 
Baseline and Trends 
 
2.4 As pa rt o f the SEA scoping  p roc ess, it is important to have a  c lea r p ic ture o f the 
current and  future sta te of the  AONB.  It is useful to  a lso look a t the informa tion in c ontext 
with Dorset, the South West AONB’s and  England  a s a  whole where available.  This 
information p rovides the basis for p red ic tion and  monitoring  of environmenta l and 
susta ina bility effec ts, helps to  identify p rob lems and  alterna tive ways of dea ling  with 
them.   
 
2.5 For ce rta in aspec ts o f the environment, p red ic ting  the  future situa tion will be  d iffic ult, 
e.g . b iodiversity and  landscape .  But where possib le the appra isa l will a ttempt to take 
ac c ount of existing  a nd  future p ressures on these  environmenta l resources. 
 
2.6 The baseline da ta  consists ma inly o f ind ica tors and  quantita tive information, but 
where possib le qua lita tive informa tion backed  up by reasoned  evidenc e from initia l 
AONB stakeholder meetings has b een inc luded .   
 
2.7 In te rms o f the da ta  c ollec ted , suffic ient information will be required  to  answer the 
fo llowing  questions throughout the assessment p rocess: 
 

�  What is the current situa tion? 
�  Do trends show tha t it is ge tting  better o r worse? 
�  How fa r is the current situa tion from any established  thresholds o r ta rgets? 
�  Are any pa rticula r sensitive o r important aspec ts o f the AONB environment 

a ffec ted? 
�  Are the p roblems reversib le or irreve rsib le, p ermanent or tempora ry? 
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�  How d iffic ult would  it be to  o ffset or remedy any damage? 
�  Have there been signific ant c umula tive or synergistic  effec ts over time?  Are 

there expec ted  to be such e ffec ts in the future? 
 
Limita tions of the data  
 
2.8 Some of the information ga thered  is generic  to  the whole  c ounty and  it is sometimes 
no t possib le to  ge t info rma tion a t the  AONB level.  The baseline da ta  desc ribes the 
current situa tion in the AONB, where da ta  is c urrently availa ble and  often how thing s a re 
chang ing  over time. It is important to  remember tha t it does not expla in why trend s a re 
oc c urring  and the second ary effec ts of any trends.  There is a risk tha t looking  a t only a 
limited  number of ind ic a tors c an simplify or d istort the situa tion. 
 
2.9 The da ta  collec tion is not entirely comp le te  for this ea rly stage in the p rocess, but it is 
envisaged  tha t throug h this consulta tion exerc ise  and  a s the p rocess continues, more 
information will become availab le to fill the gaps.  Due  to the itera tive na ture o f the 
p roc ess it is a lso likely tha t future stages o f the appra isa l ma y identify further a reas within 
the baseline da ta  tha t need  to be collec ted  and monito red .  This will be ca rried  out as 
and  when approp ria te .  
 
2.10 The co llec tion o f da ta  has a lrea dy beg un and  it will be  kep t up to da te so  tha t it 
forms reliable  c urrent information which will a lso fo rm an important element o f the 
regula r sta te of the AONB report. 
 
Issues 
 
2.11 The key environmental issues fo r the AONB have been identified  in the fo llowing 
way: 

�  Through the  information ga the red  in the  doc ument review; 
�  Ana lysis of da ta  in the baseline assessment; 
�  Feedb ack from the  initia l stages of the management p lan review workshop s.  

 
2.12 It is important to note tha t where an issue is p resented  under a  p a rticula r theme, this 
may a lso rela te  to another theme and  should  not be  a ssessed  in iso la tion.  

 
2.13 For ease o f p resenta tion, the doc ument review, baseline, trends, issues and 
ob jec tives have been p resented  under the fo llowing  themes: 
 

·  Biod iversity  
·  Soil 
·  Water quality& Resources 
·  Air and c limate 
·  Landscape 
·  Geodiversity 
·  Waste & Natura l Resources 
·  Cultura l Heritage 
·  Human Hea lth 
·  Transport 
·  Educa tion, Enjoyment, Tra ining  and Sk ills 
·  Ec onomy 
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Consulta tion   
 
2.14 As a  sta tutory req uirement, the d ra ft SEA scoping  framework was submitted  to the 
sta tutory consulta tion bodies Na tura l Eng land , Eng lish Heritage and  the Environment 
Agenc y for their input. A number of c omments on the  sc oping  report have helped  in 
shap ing  this Environmental Report. In pa rtic ula r, ob jec tives have been refined  and  ma de 
more conc ise  a long  with the inc lusion of ind ica tors to help  make the  monitoring  p roc ess 
more meaning ful.  A steering  g roup  ha s helped  in making  recommenda tions to the 
ongoing  development o f this work, ensuring  tha t an independent view is b roug ht to the 
assessment. 
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 3 Biod iversity 
 
 
 
3.1 Baseline Data  
 
The Dorse t AONB is loca ted  in one of the most d iverse counties fo r b iodiversity inte rest. Its 
complex geology and land form, maritime influence and  geographic al loca tion, 
underp ins a n eco logic ally ric h landscape . Spec ies inc lude : 
 

·  Nea rly 90% of British b irds; 
·  All a mphib ians and  rep tiles; 
·  85% of British mammals; 
·  80% of British butterflies; 
·  70% of British d ragonflies. 

 
The importanc e of the AONB for b iodiversity is demonstra ted  by its wea lth of 
interna tional, na tional and  c ounty sites of w ild life  importance:  
 

·  SAC – 4.3% of tota l AONB a rea  
·  SPA – 5.1% of to ta l AONB a rea  
·  NNR – 1.1% of tota l AONB a rea  

 
Sites o f Spec ia l Sc ientific  Inte rest (SSSI) 

·  Tota l a rea  - 11176.2ha  
·  9.9% o f tota l AONB  a rea  
·  Tota l sites – 73 (c overing  1526 separa te management units) 

 
AONB Sites of Na ture  Conserva tion Interest (SNCI) 

·  Tota l sites - 655 
·  Tota l a rea  – 6399ha  

 
Anc ient wood lands (2000) 

·  AONB  - 3465.6ha /3.07% of AONB a rea  
·  Dorset -  7749.6ha  / 2.92% o f county a rea  

 
Wood land  types: 

Woodland types in 2000
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(Sourc e: Wood land  Inventory, F.C 2000) 
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3.2 Polic y Overview   
 
 
The Birds Direc tive (79/409/EEC), 1979 - Provides a framework fo r the c onserva tion of wild  
b irds in Europe. The  Direc tive  requires the identifica tion of Sp ec ia l Protec tion Areas (SPAs) 
to conserve  ra re or vulne rable spec ies. 
 
The Habitats Direc tive (92/ 43/EEC), 1992 - Aims to ensure b iod iversity by conserving 
na tura l hab ita ts of wild  fauna  and  flo ra . It requires Spec ia l Areas of Conserva tion (SACs) 
to be identified  which, together with SPAs, fo rm a  network of p rotec ted  a reas c alled 
Na tura  2000. 
 
EU 6th Environmenta l Ac tion Plan, 2002 - The  6th EAP takes a  b road  look a t the 
environmenta l challenges and  p rovides a  stra teg ic  fra mework fo r the Commission©s 
environmenta l polic y up  to  2012. 
 
PSA agreement - Ta rge t of 95% for a ll SSSI’s in fa vourab le  c ond ition by 2010 
 
Wild life and Countryside Ac t (as amended), 1981 - Requires c erta in spec ies to be 
p rotec ted  
 
The Conservation Regulations (and  amendments), 1994 - Transposition o f The Habita ts 
(92/ 43/EEC) and  Wild  Birds (79/409/EEC) Direc tives into UK law 
 

 Natural Environment and  Rural Communities Ac t, 2006 - Estab lishment o f Na tura l Eng land , 
Commission for Rural Communities and  va rious Rights o f Way p rovisions 
 
UK Biod iversity Ac tion Plan, 1994 - The Government’s response to the Convention on 
Biolog ical Diversity a t the Earth 1992 Summit in Rio de Janeiro which desc ribes the  UK’s 
b iolog ic a l resources and  c ommits a  deta iled  p lan for the p rotec tion of those resourc es. 
 
Working  with the Grain of Nature: A Biodiversity Stra teg y for Eng la nd , 2002 - Sets out a 
series o f ac tions tha t will be taken by the Government and  its pa rtners to make 
b iod iversity a  fundamental c onsidera tion ac ross a ll ma in sec tors o f pub lic  polic y. 
 
PPS 9: Biodiversity and Geologica l Conserva tion HMSO, 2005 - Planning , c onstruc tion, 
development and  regenera tion should  have  minimal impac ts on b iod iversity a nd 
enhance it wherever possib le and tha t should  meet inte rna tional responsib ilities a nd 
ob liga tions fo r na ture  c onserva tion.  
 
SW Regiona l Woodlands and  Forestry Framework 2005- 2015 This report identifies how the 
southwest c an bene fit more  from its wood s and  forests, and how the ro le of c ustod ia n 
ca n be imp roved  and  nurture the  reg ions woods and  fo rests into the future.  The  spec ific  
ac tions required  a re c onta ined  in a  sec ond  document. The AONB Management Plans 
a re seen as a  key delivery mechanism for this stra teg y. 
 
South West Biod iversity Ac tion Plan The South West Reg ional Development Agenc y, 2006/  
South West Na ture Map South West Biodiversity Partne rship , 2004 - The Ac tion Plan 
conta ins ac tions fo r 12 spec ies and  18 hab ita t types with objec tives and  ta rgets. Na ture 
Map  was p roduced  by the South West Regiona l Biodiversity Partnership  (SWRBP). It 
se lec ts landscap e scale  b locks of land , known as Stra teg ic  Na ture Area s (SNAs), to  
improve  hab ita t ne tworks and  to susta in wild life  within them. The SNA’s whic h fa ll entire ly 
or pa rtly within the AONB inc lude: 

·  Wood land  
·  Neutra l Gra ssland  
·  Purp le  Moor Grass and  Rush Pasture  
·  Cha lk Gra ssland  
·  Lowland  Hea th 
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·  Limestone  Grassland  
·  Coa sta l and  Floodp la in Grazing  Marsh 
·  Maritime Cliff and  Slope 
·  Fen 
·  Wet Woodland  
·  River Corridor 
·  Reedbed  
·  Arab le 
·  Pa rkla nd  
·  Cha lk Stream 
·  Ac id  Grassland  

A ta rg et o f 20% c overa ge of each habita t type  is set for eac h SNA 
 
Distribution of priority  habitats  
 

 
 
Dorset Woodlink Strategy (2008) Dorset Wood link Stra tegy - A c ountywide stra tegy for the 
management of Dorset’s trees, woods and  fo rests. The stra teg y has a  ta rget of no net 
loss of wood land  cover. This ma y inc lude the fe lling of p lanta tions where hea thland 
hab ita ts maybe a ffec ted  whilst new p la nting  where this is c ha rac teristic  o f landscape 
charac ter. Area  ba sed  ta rgets a re currently be ing  developed . 
 
Dorset Biod iversity Strategy Dorset Biod iversity Partnership , 2003 - Links into Na tional 
Biod iversity Ac tion Plan (UK Biod ive rsity Ac tion Plan Steering  Group , 1994) and  The EC 
Direc tive on the Conserva tion o f Wild  Birds (79/09/ EEC of 2 April 1979)]. A mechanism to 
tra nsla te na tiona l ta rgets into p rac tice re flec ting  and  p romoting  the conserva tion of 
wild life  cha rac teristic  to a  pa rtic ula r loc ality. N.B. this document is c urrently under review 
and  will be incorpora ted  into the SEA p roc ess when approp ria te. The ta rgets re leva nt to 
the AONB a re : 
 
 
 
 
 



� 
 �

 
MAINTAIN 
 

 RESTORE EXPAND 

Ensure no loss in the 
extent o r qua lity of 
the following hab itat* 
 

Natural Area with the 
greatest po tentia l for 
restoration and 
expansion 

Sec ure sympathetic  
management of 
remaining  resourc e* 

Re-establish habitat o f SNCI 
quality* 

Isles of Portla nd  and 
Purbeck 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 
 

25 ha by 2010 

South Wessex Downs 30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

100ha by 2010 

Low land c a lcareous 
grassland 

Wessex Va les 30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

10ha by 2010 

Blackdow ns 
 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 
 

2ha by 2010 

Dorse t Heaths 30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

40ha by 2010 

Low land dry ac id  
g rassland 

Wessex Va les 30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

5ha by 2010 

Blackdow ns 
Dorse t Heaths 
Isles of Portla nd  and 
Purbeck 
South Wessex Downs 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

5ha by 2010 Low land meadow s 

Wessex Va les 30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

10ha by 2010 

Coasta l & floodp lain 
g razing  ma rsh 

Dorse t Heaths 
South Wessex Downs 
Wessex Va les 
New  Forest 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

Reedbeds Solent & Poole Bay 
Wessex Va les 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

Fens Dorse t Heaths 
Isles of Portla nd  and 
Purbeck 
Wessex Va les 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

100ha by 2010 (of g ra zing  
marsh /  reed bed  /  fen) 

Dorse t Heaths 1000 ha by 2010 Low land hea thland 
(inc lud ing  va lley 
mire) 

Wessex Va les 
100% by 2010 

 5 ha by 2010 

Purple moor g rass 
and rush pastures 

Blackdow n 
Wessex Va les 
South Wessex Downs 
Dorse t Heaths 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

15ha by 2010 

Wet w ood land  Dorse t Heaths 
Wessex Va les 

50% by 2010 Inc rea se to ta l a rea  through 
p lanting  and na tura l 
regenera tion: 10ha by 2015 

Low land beec h and 
yew  

South Wessex Downs 50% by 2010 No ta rge t se t 

Low land w ood 
pa sture and 
pa rkland  

Dorse t Heaths 
Isles of Portla nd  and 
Purbeck 
Wessex Va les 

Restore 
hab ita t: 100% 
by 2010 

Expand ha bita t: 25ha by 
2010 

Low land mixed 
dec iduous wood land  
 

All Na tura l Area s in 
Dorse t 

 50% by 2010 Expand hab ita t: minimum 
1000ha by 2015 

Ensure no loss in the 
extent o r qua lity of 
the following hab itat* 
 

Natural Area with the 
greatest po tentia l for 
restoration and 
expansion 

Sec ure sympathetic  
management of 
remaining  resourc e* 

Re-establish habitat o f SNCI 
quality* 
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Anc ient & /o r spec ies 
rich hedgerows 
 

All Na tura l Area s in 
Dorse t 

50% by 2005  
100% by 2010 

No ta rge t se t 

Cerea l field  marg ins Isles of Portla nd  and 
Purbeck 
South Wessex Downs 

150ha by 2010 No ta rge t se t 

Chalk strea ms Dorse t Heaths 
South Wessex Downs 

Restore water qua lity, 
flow s and hab ita t 
d iversity on SSSI’s b y 
2010 

N/ A 

Maritime c liff and  
slope 

Lyme Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

Provide a  minimum 10m 
buffer: 100% of World 
Heritage site  fo r 2010 

Coasta l vegeta ted  
shing le  

Lyme Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 
Solent & Poole Bay 

Restore qua lity of 
damaged  or 
deg ra ded  shingle 
hab ita ts where 
na tura l regenera tion 
is unlikely: by 2010 

Estab lish demonstra tion site: 
1 new site by 2015 

Coasta l sand  dunes Solent & Poole Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

Enc oura ge new dunes to  
acc re te: 5ha by 2015 
 

Coasta l sa ltma rsh Solent & Poole Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

Mud fla ts Lyme Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 
Solent & Poole Bay 

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

Create new  Coasta l 
sa ltma rsh & mudfla ts: 20ha 
by 2015 

Sa line lagoons Lyme Bay 
Solent & Poole Bay  

30% by 2005  
100% by 2015 

Estab lish demonstra tion 
lagoon: 1 new site by 2010 

Seagra ss b eds Lyme Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 
Solent & Poole Bay 

Assess feasib ility of 
restora tion of 
damaged  or 
deg ra ded  seag ra ss 
bed s by 2010 

[Further survey required  
before  ta rge t c an be set] 

 
The following  habita ts have maintenanc e ta rg e ts only  
Ensure no loss in the 
extent o r qua lity of 
the following hab itat. 

Natural Area  where 
habitat occ urs 

Ensure no  loss in the 
extent or quality of 
the fo llowing habitat. 

Natural Area where  habitat 
oc c urs 

Littora l c ha lk Lyme Bay  
South Dorse t Coast 

Tida l rap id s Lyme Ba y 
South Dorset Coast 
 

Sub litto ra l c halk Lyme Bay  
South Dorse t Coast 

Mud hab ita ts in deep 
water 

South Dorset Coast 
 

Sabella ria  a lveola ta  
reefs 

Lyme Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 

Sub littora l sands and 
grave ls 

Lyme Ba y 
South Dorset Coast 
So lent & Poo le  Bay 

Sabella ria  spinulosa  
reefs 

South Dorse t Coast 
 

Brittlesta r beds South Dorset Coast 
 

Maerl beds Lyme Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 
Solent & Poole Bay 

Mytilus edulis beds Lyme Ba y 
South Dorset Coast 
So lent & Poo le  Bay 

Sheltered  mud dy 
gravels 

Lyme Bay 
South Dorse t Coast 
Solent & Poole Bay 

  

 
3.4 Trends 
 

·  Historic al losses and  fragmenta tion of important cha rac teristic  hab ita ts, 
pa rticula rly cha lk g ra ssland  and  lowland  hea thland  and  assoc ia ted  spec ies;  
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Extent of Ca lc areous Grasslands 1946 
 

 
 
Extent of Ca lc areous Grasslands 2006 
 

 
 
·  SSSI condition is generally inc reasing  through ta rgeted  c onserva tion efforts. 

Although a round  60% of SSSI’s a re  in good  cond ition, app roxima tely 40% o f these 
a re in unfavourab le  cond ition. Trend s in 2005 ind ica te tha t about 25% a re 
recovering ; however significa nt a reas req uire  trea tment to improve c ond ition. 
One  of the key issues for SSSI’s in the  Dorset AONB is the need  to restore 
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SSSI condtion 2005
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·  Anc ient woodlands - Since records began, 44 Anc ient wood la nds sites covering 
nearly 140ha  of the  AONB have been c lea red  (2003). 

 

 
(sourc e  F.C. Wood land  Invento ry) 
 

·  Ag ri-environment sc hemes have supported and  enc ouraged fa rmers and land 
managers to  deliver b iodiversity a nd  o ther benefits, however changes to 
sc hemes and  fund ing  levels mean tha t some land  p reviously c ove red  ma y no 
longer q ua lify for support to p revious levels. 
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Coverage of agri-environment schemes
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(Sourc e: DEFRA 2006) 
 
 
Tota l payments for Environmental Stewardship Schemes 2007-2008 
 

Organic  Entry Level Scheme and  Entry Level Sc heme  £1,804,263.46 
Higher Level Sc heme       £1000467.75 
Grand  tota l        £2,804,731.20 

 
·  Many spec ies have suffered  c onsiderable dec lines over the la st 50-100 years; 

while some spec ies c ontinue  to dec line (e .g . many fa rmland  and  woodland 
b irds), o ther spec ies have made a comeback (e.g . otter, Ma rsh Fritilla ry) and  for 
others Dorset rema ins a  stronghold  though they have dec lined  elsewhere (e.g . 
wa ter vole). 

 
 
 
Key fa rmland bird spec ies - summary of number of te trads within AONB: 
 

Spec ies 1987-1994 1999-2000 % change 

Corn Bunting  64 31 -51.7 

Grey Pa rtridge 73 10 -86.3 

Lapwing  63 15 -76.2 

Linnet 181 54 -70.2 

Skyla rk 175 55 -68.6 

Turtle Dove 15 0 -100 

Yellowhammer 175 78 -55.5 
(Sourc e : Wild life Counts 2007) 
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Butterfly  indicator spec ies number o f 1-km squa res fo r: 
 
 
 
Spec ies 

 
AONB 
1995-1999 

 
AONB 
2000-2004 

% change Dorset 
1995-1999 

Dorset 
2000-2004 

% change 

Adonis Blue 101 134 +32.7 143 171 +19.5 
Silve r-studded  Blue 27 31 +14.8 134 83 -38.1 
White Admira l 14 10 -28.6 57 55 -3.5 
Dark Green Fritilla ry 82 56 -31.7 135 89 -34.1 
Marsh Fritilla ry 35 55 +57.1 51 89 +74.5 

           (Sourc e: Wild life  Counts 2007) 

 
Brown Hare 
 
Distribution of Brown Hare 1980-1999 334 - 1-km sq  
Distribution of Brown Hare 2000-2004 178 -1-km sq  
% change  -46.3 
 
3.5 Issues 
 

·  The loss and  fragmenta tion of hab ita ts have often left wild life  popula tions in 
iso la ted  p ockets, making  them less viab le in the long  term and  less able to adap t 
to change; 

·  Lack of management threa tens rema ining  a rea s o f habita t, due to poor 
ec onomic  returns from g ra zing  and  wood  p roduc ts; 

·  Diffuse and  p oint source pollution, silta tion and  low river flows threa ten a qua tic  
hab ita ts a nd  sp ec ies; 

·  Inva sive  introduc ed  spec ies a re out-compe ting  na tive  spec ies and  damag ing  
hab ita ts; 

·  Clima te c hange is a ltering  ha bita t composition a nd  a ffec ting  spec ies; some 
a reas of hab ita t may be lost, e .g . sa lt marsh, lagoons etc  due to sea  level rise; 
some spec ies will benefit from the c hang ing  c lima te, while others will be pushed 
no rthwa rds.   

 
3.6 SEA Objec tive 
 

·  To conserve and enhance biodiversity   
 
  
3.7 Indica tors - SSSI cond ition and  indica tor spec ies
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4 Soil 
 
 
4.1Baseline Data 
 
Agricultura l Land Classification  

The AONB ha s a  d iverse  range of soil types underp inned  b y a  c omplex geology. These 
range from the free d ra ining  infertile  so ils a round  the hea thlands in the ea st, the 
ca lc a reous soils on the centra l c halk to wette r heavy c la ys in the west.  
 
4.2 Polic y Overview 
 
‘Soil: a  prec ious resource©, (EA 2008) stra tegy for protec ting , managing  and  restoring  soil. 
This will help  us undertake our ro les and  resp onsib ilities for soil e ffic iently and  effec tively. 
The stra tegy highlights our p riorities for soil and  the ac tions we will take. 
Environment Ac t (1995) - Crea tion o f the Environment Agenc y and  its assoc ia ted 
func tions to  p ro tec t soil from pollution. 
RDPE axis 2 2007-2013 (improving  the countryside and  the environment) – p rotec t na tural 
resources (soil a nd  wa ter) 
Soil management p lans – mea sures to  p rotec t and enhance  soil under c ross comp liance 
 
4.3 Trends 
 
Muc h of the AONB is typ ified  by thin low  g rade soils. The  shift from pasture to a rable in 
the 20th Century inc reased  ra tes o f so il erosion, reduc ing the quality o f fa rmland  and  
ca using  p rob lems on highwa ys and  in wa tercourses. Soil management measures a re 
now p romoted  through c ross compliance  and  ag ri-environment schemes.  
 
 
 

-  3 % 
- 15% 
- 49% 
- 14% 
-  9% 
-  5% 
-  5% 
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4.4 Issues 
 

·  Soil erosion and  a ssoc ia ted  impac ts  
·  Reduc tion in soil d ive rsity a nd  health  
·  Some of the  few a rea s of high g rade ag ricultura l land  have been lost to 

development 
·  Limited  funding  for Higher Level Stewardship   

 
 4.5 SEA Objec tive 
 

·  To protec t and improve the quality and diversity of soils 
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5 Wa ter Qua lity & Resourc es 
 
 
5.1Baseline Data 
 
Pollution inc idents in the AONB 
2002 - 127 
2003 - 97 
2004 – 100 
 
Ba thing water quality  - % meeting  impera tive stand ard  
1990 - 93 
1995 - 100 
2000 - 87 
2005 – 100 
 
River ca tchments in and around the AONB 
 

 
 
The fo llowing  ca tc hments fa ll who lly o r pa rtly within the AONB: 
 
Poole Harbour, Poole to Weymouth Coast, Weymouth to Bridport Coast, Lyme Bay, Brit, 
Asker, Bride , Hooke, Upper Axe, Simene, Lim, Wey, Ca ttistock, Syd ling  wa te r, Frome 
(Dorse t Upper), Frome (Dorse t Cerne), South Winte rbourne, Devils Brook, Stour (Dorset 
Middle), Lydden, Yeo (Somerset), Piddle (Lower), Frome (Dorse t Lower), Tadnoll (Brook), 
Be re , Pa rrot Headwate r Stream. 
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Catchment Abstrac tion Management Areas and major aquifers 
 

 
 
Surface and ground water Nitrate vulnerable zones 
 

 
 
Levels of water stress 
 

  
 



� � �

 
 
Biolog ical and chemical water quality  by d istric t 
 

Biological Water Quality - North Dorset
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Chemical Water Quality - North Dorset
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Biological Water Quality - Purbeck
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Chemical Water Quality - Purbeck
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Biological water Quality - West Dorset
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Chemical Water Quality - West Dorset
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Biological Water Quality - Weymouth & Portland
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Chemical Water Quality - Weymouth & Portland
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5.2 Polic y Overview 
 
The Water Framework Direc tive (2000/60/ EC), 2000 - Aims to p ro tec t and  enhanc e 
Europe’s wa ter environment. Its ma in ob jec tives a re to improve wa te r quality and  
resource use, reduce flood risk a nd  improve aqua tic  habita ts for wild life . Estab lishes a 
fra mework for the long  term p ro tec tion o f inland  surface wa ters, transitional and  coasta l 
wa ters and  g roundwa te r. The  Framework’s implementa tion in the  UK a lso c overs a lien 
invasive  spec ies, inc luding  aqua tic  and  marg ina l p lants, inverteb ra tes and  fish. Nea rly a ll 
inland  a nd  coa sta l wa ters a re required  to  reach ‘good ’  sta tus b y 2015. 
 
Nitra tes Direc tive (91/676/ EC) 1991 - This a im of the  Nitra tes d irec tive is to reduce  and  
p revent wa te r po llution ca used  by nitra tes from ag ricultura l sources. 
 
Environment Ac t (1995) - Crea tion o f the Environment Agenc y and  its assoc ia ted 
func tions to  p ro tec t wa ter from pollution 
 
River Basin Management Plans River Basin Ma nagement Plans will set out in general terms 
how the wa ter environment will be managed . They w ill a lso p rovide  a  framework for 
more deta iled  dec isions to  be made. 
Each plan will inc lude  information on the  cha rac teristic s of the River Basin Distric t, a  
summary of the  signific ant p ressures and  impac ts upon wa ter bod ies and  the ec onomic s 
ana lysis o f wa ter use , and  a  summary of the p rog rammes of mea sures required  fo r the 
River Basin Distric t to ac hieve Water Framework Direc tive  objec tives.  
The p lans will: 

·  Establish a  stra tegic  p lan for the long  term management o f the Rive r Ba sin Distric t 
·  Se t out objec tives for wa ter bodies and  in b road  terms wha t measures a re 

p lanned  to meet these  ob jec tives  
Ac t as the ma in reporting  mechanism to the  European Commission South West River 
Ba sin and  Severn River Basin Planning  – Consulta tion ha s reached  report stage on 
“ Signific ant wa te r management issues” . Out fo r consulta tion until January 2008. Fina l 
ve rsions by 2009. 
 
Draft drought p lan for South West Region South Wessex Area (EA 2006) sets out: the  a rea ’s 
d rought management struc ture , the d rought monitoring  tha t will be  undertaken by the 
a rea , the d rought management ac tions tha t the a rea d rought team may need to take 
and  the  triggers for these ac tions, how the  a rea  d eals with d rought permit and  d rought 
order a pplic a tions, the a rea ’s d rought c ommunica tions ac tions, inc luding  reporting  
during  a  d rought. 
 
Areas of wa ter stress: final c lassific ation (EA 2007) Report setting out where: a ) the c urrent 
household  demand  for wa ter is a  high p roportion of the c urrent e ffec tive ra infa ll whic h is 
availa ble to  mee t tha t demand ; or (b ) the future  household  demand  for wa te r is likely to 
be  a  high p roportion of the effec tive  ra infa ll which is likely to  be available to meet tha t 
dema nd . 
 
The Frome, Piddle and Purbeck Catchment Abstrac tion Management (EA 2007) sets out 
the stra tegy for wa ter resourc es a t the  loc al level. The vision for the  Frome, Pidd le  and 
Purbeck Ca tc hment Abstrac tion Management Stra tegy (CAMS) is to ensure tha t this vita l 
resource is managed in the most susta inab le and e ffec tive manner possib le. Protec tion 
of the  environment is a  p rio rity in view o f the numerous b iod iversity designa tions in the 
Ca tc hment. 
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River Frome Water Level Management Plan (EA 2006) p rovides a  means o f integ ra ting 
wa ter level requirements for a  range of measures to  p rotec t and  improve the Wa reham 
meadows a nd  Frome SSSI’s.  
 
Catchment Abstrac tion Management Strateg ies (for a ll ca tc hments) (EA 2007) desc ribes 
the wa ter resourc e  availab ility in the a rea  a nd  the wa y we will ma nage the  resources 
through a bstrac tion licensing  over the  next six yea rs. 
 
5.3 Trends 
 

·  Chemic a l and  b iolog ica l wa te r qua lity a re generally improving  a lthough 
chemica l qua lity in North Dorset is still an issue ; 

·  Although wa te r abstrac tion ra tes from inc rea sed  development a re inc reasing , 
wa ter stress is not a  signific ant issue. 

·  Clima te c hange is a lte ring  ra infa ll pa tterns, with more  sto rm events which c ause 
fla sh floods and  less susta ined  winte r ra infa ll to  recharge the aquife r – impac ts on 
wa ter resourc es uncerta in; 

·  Clima te c hange and  resultant higher sea temperatures may a ffec t ba thing  wa ter 
qua lity. 

 
5.4 Issues 
 

·  Diffuse and  point sourc e pollution a ffec ting  wa te rc ourses and  g round water; 
·  Low flows due to ove r abstra c tion; 
·  Loss o f flood sto rage due to built development and  intensive ag riculture on 

floodpla ins leading  to loc a lised  flood ing ; 
·  Clima te c hange like ly to inc rease  storm events a nd  ma y impac t on aquifer 

recharge. 
 
5.5 SEA Objec tives 
 

·  To susta inably manage and sa feguard water qua lity and  resources 
 
5.6 Indica tors - b iologica l and  c hemic a l wa ter qua lity, Percentage of b a thing  wa ters 
with ‘excellent’  or ‘good ’ wa ter quality 
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6 Air and Climate  
 
 
 
6.1Baseline Data 
 
Air Quality Da ta :  
 
North Dorse t 

·  Nitrogen Oxides - 0.64 tonnes/ km 2 (2005) 

·  Air Qua lity Management Areas (2006) - No AQMA’ s 
·  Air Qua lity Objec tives being  met   
 

Purbeck 
·  Nitrogen Oxides - 0.94 tonnes/ km 2 (2005) 
·  Air Qua lity Management Areas (2006) - No AQMA’ s 
·  Air Qua lity Objec tives being  met 

       
West Dorset 

·  Nitrogen Oxides - 0.61 tonnes/ km 2 (2005) 
·  Air Qua lity Management Areas (2006) - AQMA to be set up  in Chideock (2005) 
·  Air Qua lity Objec tives no t be ing  met in three a reas (2005) 

 
Weymouth 

·  Nitrogen Oxides - 0.37 tonnes/ km 2 (2005) 
·  Air Qua lity Management Areas - No AQMA’s (2006 da ta ) 
·  Air Qua lity Objec tives will be  me t (2006 Da ta )  

 
Renewable energy: 
 
% Renewab le  Energy Elec tric ity  

·  AONB - 0.08407 (MW)3 
·  Dorset -2.52 (MW)3 

 

Renewab le Energy Therma l  
·  AONB - 0.0765 (MW)3 
·  Dorset - 0.31 

 
Co2 emissions 2005 
 

 
To ta l (000©s 
tonnes) 

per ca pita  
(tonnes) 

Distric t/Boroug h   

North Dorset 479 7.7  
West Dorset 861 10.1  

Purbec k 449 9.3  
Weymouth  316 5.0  
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Domestic  Elec tric  c onsumption 2003-4 
 
1,604 GWh of elec tric ity (up  from 1,600 GWh in 2003) and  4,911 GWh of ga s (up  from 
4,360 GWh in 2003) wa s sold  to domestic  consumers in Dorset in 2004. This acc ounted  for 
15% and  16% of the  tota l reg ional sa les respec tively. 
 
An average of 4,765 kWh of e lec tric ity was used  per domestic  meter point in the county 
of Dorset in 2004 (a  1% dec rease from 4,814 kWh in 2003). Ave rage domestic  e lec tric ity 
consumption was highest in West Dorset with 5,335 kWh (12% higher than the c ounty 
average). Weymouth & Portland  had  the lowest ave rage consump tion with 4,246 kWh 
(11% lower than the county average). An average of 19,300 kWh of gas was also  used  b y 
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domestic  sourc es in Dorset in 2004 (a n inc rease of 2% on 18,985 kWh in 2003).  Ave rage 
domestic  gas c onsumption was hig hest in East Dorset with 21,644 kWh (12% hig her tha n 
the county ave rage). Weymouth & Portland  had  the lowest domestic  gas c onsumption 
with 17,429 kWh (10% lower than the  c ounty average). 
 
County 2003 2004 % change 

Cornwa ll 6,175 kWh 6,152 kWh Dec line  0.4% 

Devon 5,041 kWh 5,055 kWh Inc rease 0.3% 

Somerset 5,249 kWh 5,378 kWh Inc rease 2% 

Dorset 4,814 kWh 4,765 kWh Dec rease  1% 

Wiltshire  4,641 kWh 5,368 kWh Inc rease 16% 

Glouc estershire  5,176 kWh 5,182 kWh Inc rease 0.1% 

Former Avon 5,415 kWh 4,654 kWh Dec rease  14% 

 

 
 
Domestic  Gas consumption 
 
County 2003 2004 % change 

Cornwa ll 14,790 kWh 16,866 kWh Inc rease 14% 

Devon 17,248 kWh 17,643 kWh Inc rease 2% 

Somerset 17,403 kWh 18,207 kWh Inc rease 5% 

Dorset 18,985 kWh 19,300 kWh Inc rease 2% 

Wiltshire  18,809 kWh 19,532 kWh Inc rease 4% 

Glouc estershire  18,571 kWh 19,440 kWh Inc rease 5% 

Former Avon 18,478 kWh 19,163 kWh Inc rease 4% 
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6.2 Polic y Overview 
 
The Kyoto Protocol to the United  Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(adop ted  December 1997). The  Protoc ol c ame into force in Februa ry 2005. Developed  
countries tha t have ra tified the p rotoc ol a re committed  to reduc ing  the ir emissions of 
g reenhouse  gases. UK ta rg et to cut emissions by 12.5% of 1990 levels in 2008-2012 
 
Susta inable Energy Ac t, (2003). Provision for the development and  p romotion of a 
susta ina ble energy polic y for the United Kingd om. The Ac t sets a  number o f ta rgets 
re la ting  to  energy effic ienc y and  renewab le energ y genera tion. 
 
The Air Qua lity Strategy for England, Wales and Northern Ire land, (2000). Sets out polic ies 
and  limits fo r the management of ambient a ir quality. 
 
The UK Climate Change Programme, (2006). A c ross cutting  p rog ramme to tac kle 
c lima te c hange d omestic a lly and  to sec ure agreement on ac tion to  reduc e g lobal 
g reenhouse  gas emissions. 
 
Climate Change and  Sustainable Energy Ac t, (2006). To enhanc e the  UK©s contribution to 
comba ting  c lima te  c hange. It is a lso a ims a t a llevia ting  fuel poverty and  securing d ive rse 
and  long -te rm energy supp lies for the UK. 
 
Dorset Loca l Transport Plan (2006) Sets out a  five  stra tegy to improve the loc al transport 
ne twork with an emphasis on reduc ing  emissions through p romoting  a lterna tives to c a r 
use, pa rticula rly where poor a ir quality exists.  
 
Regiona l Renewable Energy Stra tegy for South West England  2003 -2012 
The vision fo r Renewab le  Energy in the South West is;  
“ to maximise the soc ia l, environmental and  economic  benefits of renewable energy 
through the  integ ra tion of renewab le energy into mainstream polic y a nd  p rac tice a t a ll 
levels within the  reg ion.”   
This stra tegy identifies three a rea s where a  reg ional foc us is required :  
•  Dep loying  renewable energy on the g round   
•  Developing  skills and  awareness  
•  Build ing  the South West renewable energy industry  
It incorpo ra tes a  p rac tica l ac tion p lan fo r each of these  a reas inc luding  timesca les, 
suggestions for ta rget aud ienc es and  indic a tors for measuring  suc cess.  
AONB Ma nagement Plans need  to  wa ys to address the regiona l focus identified  in this 
stra tegy. 
"Warming to the idea" SWCCIP scop ing  study on sea-level rise: Upda te to estima tes of net 
sea -level change fo r the  UK (regions). UKCIP has upd a ted  da ta  from the UKCIP02 
Sc ientific  Report tha t p rovides estima tes o f reg iona l ne t sea -level c hange .  
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Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Renewab le Energy Strategy 
The stra tegy has four a ims, which a re to: 

·  Maximise the potentia l for local economic  benefit and  d iversific a tion  
·  Fac ilita te renewab le energy development tha t is app rop ria te to Dorset©s 

environment and  c ommunities  
·  Encourage a  high degree of community involvement, understand ing  and  benefit 

from using  energ y more  effic iently a nd  developing  Dorset©s renewab le energ y 
resources  

·  Enable Dorse t to p la y its pa rt in reduc ing g reenhouse gas emissions in line with 
loca l, regiona l, na tiona l and  interna tiona l ta rgets 

The stra tegy p roposes ac tions within six p riority a reas, namely: 
·  Develop ing  positive p lanning  polic ies fo r renewable energ y  
·  Develop ing  b iomass energ y and  renewable energy from waste in Dorset  
·  Inc rea sing  ap plic a tion of susta inable energ y in build ings  
·  Ra ising  awa reness and  understa nding  a bout susta inab le  energy  
·  Develop ing  c ommunity renewable energ y initia tives and  exemp la rs  
·  Resea rc hing  and  developing  new a reas for a c tion on susta ina ble energy 
·  County ta rget - 64-84 MW for a ll renewab les by 2010  

 
6.3 Trends 
 
Although the  trend  fo r renewable energy p rovision and  the use  of more  susta inab le 
build ing  ma teria ls is g radua lly inc reasing , g loba l demand  fo r resourc es and  transp ort a re 
a lso inc reasing  with assoc ia ted  rises in c a rbon d ioxide emissions.  
Key impac ts of c lima te change for the South West  

·  The reg ion is becoming  warmer and  by the 2050s average tempera tures may be 
as much as 3.50C warmer in summer;  

·  High summer tempera tures a re becoming  more  frequent, and  very cold  winte rs 
a re bec oming  inc rea sing ly ra re;  

·  Winters a re bec oming  wette r (a  5 - 20% inc rease  is expec ted  by the 2050s), whilst 
summers a re bec oming  d rier (10 - 40% dec rease by the 2050s);  

·  Re la tive  sea  level c ontinues to  rise , and  c ould  be as much as 80c m hig her b y the 
2080s;  

·  Changes to insurance c osts and  coverage are expec ted , in pa rtic ula r in 
vulnerable geographic  a rea s or ec onomic  sec to rs;  

6.4 Issues 
 

·  Inc rea sing  emissions from tra nsport, build ing  and  industry 
·  The need  to  mitig a te  and  adap t in a ll sec to rs to c lima te c hange 
·  The need  to  mee t renewab le energ y ta rg ets in Dorset with potentia l visua l impac t 

of la rge sca le  schemes 
·  The under utilisa tion of pub lic  tra nsport and  non-ca r travel op tions 

 
6.5 Objec tives 
 

·  To protec t and improve air quality  
·  To reduce g reenhouse gas emissions that contribute to c limate change 
·  To adap t to c lima te c hange  

 
 
6.6 Indica tors - Number of AQMAs d ec la red , number o f renewable energ y insta lla tions 
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7 Landscape  
 
 
 
7.1 Baseline Data  
 
The Dorset AONB Landsc ape Charac ter Assessment & Management Guidanc e 
‘Conserving  Charac ter’  identifies 34 cha rac ter a reas covering  12 landsc ape types with 
management guidanc e: 
 

 
 
Condition summary by landscape charac ter area 
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Management stra tegy by landsc ape type: 
 
Open cha lk  downland - c onserve the d istinc t d ownland  landsc ape o f open b road  rolling  
hills and  gentle  slopes. There should  be an empha sis on resto ring  the condition o f the 
cha rac teristic  fea tures and hab ita ts to inc rease visua l unity and make the comb ina tion 
and  pa tte rn of elements more d istinc t. 
Cha lk  ridge/ escarpment - c onserve the histo ric  cha rac te r, uninterrup ted  land fo rm, 
tra nquillity, strong open skyline and the d istinc t mosaic  pa tterning of woodland , sc rub  
and  c halk g rassland  and  to seek opp ortunities to restore a nd  enhanc e  hab ita ts and  
histo ric  fea tures. 
Cha lk  valley and downland - c onserve the strong  pa ttern o f existing  fea tures, whilst 
restoring  woodland s and  meadows, c ha lk g rasslands and  boundary fea tures. 
Clay va lley - conserve  and  restore the intima te pa tte rns of g rassla nds, woodlands, field  
bounda ries and  nuc lea ted  settlements. 
Lowland  hea thland - c onserve  and  enhance existing  open hea thland  hab ita ts and  
restore important fo rmer hea thland  sites. Enhance the ba la nce  of othe r hea thland 
mosaic s throug h improved  management of sc rub . Protec t important wood lands tha t 
mitiga te  intrusive developments and  p rovide fo r stra tegic  rec rea tion. 
Valley  pasture - c onserve the strong  open c harac ter and  visua l unity of the valley. 
Conserve and restore fea tures a nd  the d iversity of semi-na tura l hab ita ts such as wet 
woodlands pastures, wa ter mea dows, and  boundary fea tures. 
Limestone plateau - conserve the strong  open c harac te r. Resto re the important fea tures 
of limestone g rasslands and  stone fie ld  boundaries ac ross the p la teau and  ensure new 
built d evelopment respec ts loca l cha rac ter. 
Ridge and vale - resto re  the c ha rac te ristic  fea tures of g rasslands and  fie ld  bound aries 
a long  the c oa st and  re-c rea te and  improve  the urban fringe  land sca pes with new 
woodland  planting , g reenspace  p rovision and reduce  the impac t of urban fringe 
landuses. 
Rolling wooded pasture - conserve the d iverse intima te wooded  pasto ra l c ha rac ter. The 
key fea tures tha t unify the  landsc ape  must be c onserved  such a s the wood land  blocks, 
dense  hedgerows a nd  the p resenc e of sc a ttered  trees. Enhancement o f many key 
fea tures, such as the hedgerows and c harac te ristic  rura l wind ing  lanes is a lso required to 
enhance the sense  o f continuity ac ross the landscape. 
Coastal grassland - c onserve the open and  undeveloped  c oa sta l c ha rac ter whilst 
enhance the cha rac teristic  fea tures of rough coasta l g rasslands and  reed s. Reduce the 
impac t of visitor ba sed  deve lopment. 
Clay va le - conserve the pa tterns tha t c ontribute to the rura l, tra nquil landscape  of 
winding  lanes and  small sc a ttered  se ttlements. Restore e lements in dec line suc h a s the 
hedgerows and  hedgerow  trees a nd  na rrow corrid or o f wet woodlands. 
Wooded hills - c onserve the  intima te , undeveloped  and  pastora l appearanc e and  
p rotec t the  wooded  c ha rac te r. Ongoing  p rotec tion of hedgerows, rura l lanes small 
sc ale pastures, open skylines a nd  se ttlement cha rac ter a re important c onsidera tions. 
Limestone hills - conserve pa rkland  landscape and  the intima te c ha rac ter o f the inc ised 
va lleys and the wooded hillsides. Rep lant new hedgerow trees and  enhanc e 
management of existing  wood land . 
Undulating river valley - c onserve the open floodp la ins, wet wood la nds and  d amp 
meadows with enhanc ement a nd  restora tion of hedgerows a nd  hedgerow trees. 
Protec t the surrounding  open rura l c ountryside from further intrusive development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� � �

Tranquillity CPRE (2005) 
 

 
 
Tranquillity sc ore – 13 out o f 87 county c ounc ils and  la rge urban a reas 
 
Light Pollution 
 
 
1993       2000 
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Area disturbed by noise and  visua l intrusion (CPRE 2007) 
 

 

 
 
 
Region Early 1960 

- % of 
region 

Early 1990 
- % of 
reg ion 

2007 - % of 
region 

% 
change 
1960’s-
1990’s 

% 
change 
1990’s -
2007 

England  25.53 40.56 49.90 58.91 23.02 
South West 14.62 30.14 42.46 106.19 40.87 
Dorset 
County 

9.72 25.38 38.86 161.06 51.14 
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 7.2 Policy  Overview 
 
European Landscape Convention (c ame into  force Marc h 2007). A c onvention a imed  a t 
ra ising  a wareness and  the p rotec tion, management and  p lanning  of a ll land sc apes. 
 
Countryside and Rights of Way Ac t, (2000). Confirma tion of the  role of AONB’s, sta tutory 
p roduc tion of AONB Management Plans and  improved  c ountryside  access. 
 

 Natural Environment and  Rural Communities Ac t, (2006). Estab lishment of Na tural 
England , Commission for Rural Communities and  va rious Rights of Way p rovisions 
 
The Rural Strategy, (2004) Stra tegy to ra ise the qua lity of life  a nd  the environment in rura l 
a reas by: 
´ Delivering  a ffo rdable housing . 
´ Improving  loc al transport/ accessib ility. 
´ Enhanc ing  the va lue and  na tural beauty of the countryside. 
 
The Environmental Noise Direc tive (2002/49/EC), 2002. Provides a  stra teg ic  ap proach to 
controlling  environmental noise. It requires stra teg ic  noise maps to be d rawn up  along 
major roa ds, major ra ilways and  ma jo r a irports. Ac tion p lans have to be p repared  to 
manage noise issues. The  first round  of UK ac tion p lans is due  on 18th July 2008.  
 
 
Natural England Strategic  Direc tion Na tura l Eng land , (2007). Four stra tegic  outc omes o f: 
 

·  A hea lthy na tura l environment 
·  Susta inab le use  o f the na tural environment 
·  A secure environmenta l future  
·  Enjoyment of the na tura l environment 

 
Planning Policy  Sta tement 7: Susta inab le Development in Rura l Areas, HMSO (2004). To 
support thriving  rura l communities and  businesses, while p rotec ting  the wider c ountryside 
from unnecessary build ing  development.    
 
7.3 Trends 
 
Countryside Quality Counts (1999-2003 AONB)   
 
This na tiona l p ro jec t uses eight key d a ta  sets to  a ssess how the landscape is c hang ing 
ac c ording  to the  vision for each Joint Charac ter Area . Furthe r information can be  found 
a t www.countrysideqaulityc ounts.o rg .uk. The next round  of c hange is c urrently being 
refined  to ensure bette r analysis. The Dorset AONB, the la ndscape  is judged  to be: 
 
Dive rg ing  0% 
Enhanc ing  14% 
Ma inta ined  33% 
Neg lec ted  52% 
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·  Sinc e the  1960’s, the AONB a nd  surround ing  landscape  has experienced  a  
significa nt loss of tranquillity. In pa rticula r, noise  and  visual intrusion has inc reased 
a t a  g rea ter ra te than the regiona l and  na tional average. 

 
·  Be tween 1993 and  2000, light pollution has inc reased  a round  major settlements 

and  roads whilst it appears to have  reduced  in the rura l a rea s, p a rticula rly in the 
west.  

 
·  Be tween 1999 and  2003, many changes in the  key cha rac teristic s have been 

inconsistent with the  vision. Changes in woodland  p la nting , loss of pa stures to 
a rable and  settlement g rowth have been the  most signific ant changes.  

 
7.4 Issues 
 

·  Sma ll inc rementa l changes erod ing  la ndsc ape c harac ter 
·  Loss of tranquillity 
·  Light po llution 
·  Illegal fly tipping  and  litte r 
·  Intrusive  e lements and  development with nega tive  visua l impac ts 
·  The need  to  p lan positive ly for long  term change 
·  Lack of fund ing  for management of landscape  fea tures  
·  Po tentia l impac ts on la ndsc ape charac ter of renewab le  energy schemes 
·  Inc rea sing  equine development e roding  landsc ape cha rac te r 
·  Growth in urb an fringe development impac ting  on surrounding  development 

 
7.5 SEA Objec tive 
 

·  To conserve and enhance the charac ter and qualities of landscape 
 
7.6 Indica tor - CQC assessment 
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8 Geod iversity 
 
 
8.1Baseline Data 
 

 
 
Number o f RIGS – 40 
Number o f geologica l SSSI - 13 
 
Princ ip le build ing stones by pa rish 
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8.2 Polic y Overview 
 
Planning Polic y Statement 9 inc ludes mea sures fo r the conserva tion of geodive rsity. 
 
Natural founda tions: geodiversity  for people, p laces and nature (Eng lish Na ture/LAR, 
2006) A stra tegy fo r understand ing , p rotec ting a nd  integ ra ting  geology into  wider 
p lanning  and  management.  
 
Dorset and  East Devon Local Geodiversity Ac tion Plan (DCC 2004) a ims a re  the 
conserva tion and  enhanc ement of the  geologica l resource, p rovid ing  guid ance  to the 
p lanning authorities on susta inab le polic ies in the geolog ic al c ontext, inc reasing  
apprec ia tion and  understanding  of the geolog ic al heritag e of the a rea .  
 
Dorset & East Devon World Heritage Site Management Plan and  va rious rela ted stra tegies 
(2003) The Site Management Plan has two a ims: to demonstra te how the management 
required  to p rotec t and  p roperly conserve the Site  in the long -term will be imp lemented ; 
to set out the loca l implic a tions of World Heritage Site sta tus, and  identify app rop ria te 
polic ies and  ac tions whic h will ac hieve  benefits from the designa tion fo r the pub lic  
understanding  of the  Site , and  to the loca l ec onomy. 
 
8.3 Trends 
 

·  Reduc tion in the numb er o f sma ll-sca le qua rries p rovid ing  loc al build ing  stone 
 
8.4 Issues 
 

·  Limited  acc ess to  inland  geod iversity for researc h and  educa tion 
·  Need  fo r improved  management and  conserva tion of geolog ic al sites 
·  Imported  and  ina pprop ria tely used  build ing  stone 
·  Ec onomic  restric tions to sma ll scale qua rrying  

 
8.5 SEA Objec tive 
 

·  To conserve and enhance geod iversity 
 
8.6 Indica tor – condition of RIGS 
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9 Waste and  Na tura l Resourc es 
 
 
 
9.1 Baseline Data  
 
% waste rec yc led  
  
North Dorse t  37 
Purbeck  39 
West Dorset   35 
Weymouth  40 
 
Ac tive mineral workings 
 

 
 
Number o f ac tive  mine ra l workings 35  
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Waste Performance ind icators 
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9.2 Polic y Overview 
 
The Waste Strategy for England and  Wales, (2000) - Sta tement of Government po lic y on 
susta ina ble management of waste and  resourc es. 

·  Improve  business use  o f energy 
·  Stimula te investment and  c ut c osts� 
·  Stimula te new, more effic ient sources of power genera tion� 
·  Cut emissions from the transport sec to r� 
·  Promote be tter energy e ffic ienc y in the domestic  sec tor� 
·  Improve  energy effic ienc y requirements of the Build ing  Regula tions� 
·  Continue the fa ll in emissions from agriculture and  forestry� 
·  Ensure  the public  sec to r takes a  lead ing  ro le. 

 
Agricultura l Waste Regulations, (2006) - Regula tions on the storage  and  removal of 
ag ric ultura l waste. 
 
Regiona l Waste Strategy for South West – Rubbish to Resource  
2004 – 2020 - The Regional Waste  Stra tegy sets out the  ‘South West Vision for Waste: 
Minimum Waste, Maximum Benefit’. This work will c ontribute to the  Reg iona l Spa tia l 
Stra tegy.  This Vision was sup ported  by the region. It sa ys: “ The South West will bec ome a 
minimum waste  region by 2030, with households and  businesses maximising  opportunities 
for reuse and  recyc ling ”  
 
The Waste, Energ y and  Mine rals Group  a re leading  on the development o f the Reg ional 
Waste  Stra tegy. Its c onsulta tion with pa rtne rs, the waste  industry and  other interested 
pa rties will help  in the p repara tion and  review o f the polic ies o f the RPB on waste. It will 
a lso c omment on the reg ional implic a tions of the na tional waste stra tegy, and  monitor 
the p repa ra tion of Waste Loc al Plans.  
 
The Waste Stra tegy a ims to ensure tha t by the  yea r 2020 over 45% of waste is rec yc led 
and  reused  and  less than 20% of wa ste p roduced  in the region will be  land  filled  
 The Stra teg y identifies a  number of key a reas for ac tion by the peop le o f the region and 
by o rg anisa tions: Adop ting  the ‘waste  hie ra rchy’  so tha t:  
•  we seek to reduc e the amount of waste we all produc e  
•  we reuse as muc h as possib le  
•  we rec yc le  
•  we recover as muc h value  a s we can from wha t is le ft  
• Only as a  last reso rt do we d ispose of the left over waste and  then we should :  
•  Always d ispose of wa ste as c lose as possib le to where it is p roduced   
•  Make  sure we  always look for solutions which g ive the best p rac ticab le  outc ome 
environmenta lly  
•  Work together ac ross geographic  b oundaries fo r more e ffec tive  solutions to wa ste 
issues 
Dorset Minera ls Loc al Plan Forms pa rt of the  deve lopment p lan. 
´ Polic ies and  p roposals to meet reg ional minera ls apportionment and  demand  for other 
minerals b alanced  against the  environmenta l impac t 
 
A Munic ipal Waste Management Strategy for Dorset 2003 Loc al stra tegy to guide a ll 
important dec isions a nd  commitments conc erning  waste management. Zero wa ste 
p rinc ip les and  the p roximity p rinc ip le 
´ Self suffic ienc y, g reen p rocurement and  ma rket d evelopment 
LDF to  be p roduc ed  within the  c ontext of: 
´ All Dorset authorities will adop t a  g reen p roc urement and  waste  management polic y 
within 3 yea rs of the da te this stra tegy is pub lished  (2003) 
´ Adop tion of the waste hiera rc hy 
´ Rec yc ling  and  composting  sta tuto ry ta rge t 2005/ 06 o f 40% 
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´ Recovery of 67% b y 2015/16, resulting  in p riority to recover energy from waste  in the 
future 
´ 3 stream waste collec tion system b y 2010 
´ Mec hanic al Bio logica l Trea tment to  be  the  p referred  op tion fo r residual wa ste, in turn 
p rovid ing  elec tric ity 
 
 
9.3 Trends 
 

·  Rec yc ling  is inc rea sing  and  waste  to land fill is reduc ing  
·  Waste over the last yea rs ha s g rown a t 4% per annum 
·  Over the last 12 yea rs, waste to land fill has inc reased  slightly in every 

d istric t/ borough expec t West Dorse t 
 
9.4 Issues 
 

·  Loca tion of waste sites and  assoc ia ted  transport impac ts 
·  Rec yc ling  fac ilities and  services a re restric ted  in some pa rts of the AONB 
·  Extrac tion o f mineral resourc es c an impac t on land sca pe and  environment 
   

9.5 SEA Objec tive 
 
•  To ensure susta inable use of natural resourc es and minimise waste 
 
9.6 Indic tor – Waste  pe rformance ind ica tor 
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10 Cultural Heritage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
10.1 Baseline data 
 
Scheduled Anc ient Monuments (SAM’s) 
 

 
 
Tota l number of monuments – 1070 
Build ings a t risk – 4  
SAMS a t risk (Dorset) 1045 
 
Registered Parks and  Gardens  
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Tota l number of pa rks and  ga rdens - 17 
 
10.2 Policy Overview 
 
Planning Polic y  Guidance 15: Planning  and  the histo ric  environment – p ro tec tion and 
enhancement of the historic  environment. 
Planning Policy  Guidance 16: Arc haeology and p la nning  - sets out the Sec re ta ry of 
Sta te©s polic y on a rchaeologic a l rema ins on land , and  how they should  be p reserved  or 
recorded  both in an urban setting  a nd  in the c ountryside 
Strategy for the Historic  Environment in the South West, Eng lish Heritage 
(2004) This Stra tegy sets out a  vision for the future management of historica l assets in the 
Southwest, identifying  a reas where ac tion is need ed .  It a ims to ra ise awareness o f the 
importance  of the historic  environment in our everyd ay lives. It a ims to assist dec ision-
makers ac ross the South West – the historic  environment should  be seen as a  key streng th 
of the reg ion, one tha t is fundamental to susta inable development.  
 
South West Culture Stra tegy - In search of chunky Dunsters 
 Culture South West (2000) this document sets out Culture Southwest’s mission, vision and  
four stra teg ic  themes.  An ac tion p lan a t the  end of the doc ument deta ils the a reas for 
ac tion under eac h theme, the  objec tives and  the milestones tha t have been reac hed .  
 
Dorset Cultura l Strategy 2003 – 2008 Dorset County Counc il (2003) Promoting  mental and 
physic al wellbeing  o f residents. Stimula ting  pa rtic ipa tion in life long  lea rning , supporting 
and  c eleb ra ting  c ultura l d ive rsity, susta ining  the na tural and  ma nmade  environment, 
ensuring  equa l access, soc ia l inc lusion and self-relia nce , underpinning  the  local 
ec onomy inc luding  rura l a reas, develop ing  the  volunta ry sec tor. 
 
Dorset Heritage Strategy Dorse t County Counc il (1999) 6 themes o f: 

·  Identific ation: to id entify, c a ta logue and  reco rd  those elements o f the herita ge 
whic h combine  to p rovide  our essentia l sense  o f time and  place. 

·  Conservation: to  ensure tha t those  assets which contribute to our c urrent 
knowledge a nd  enjoyment of the c ounty a re conserved  and  passed  on to 
succeeding  genera tions in a t least as good  a c ond ition as they were passed  to 
us. 

·  Interpretation: to  p rovide high q ua lity information and  educa tion fac ilities to 
p romote a  wid e understand ing , app rec ia tion and  empa thy with our heritage 
asse ts. 

·  Management: to p romote sensitive stewa rdship  of the la rge  range of na tural and  
man-made heritag e assets in ways which ensure the p reserva tion of their quality 
and  d iversity. 

·  Acc ess: to ensure tha t a ll who  wish to have p hysica l or intellec tua l access to 
he ritage assets a re able to  do so consistent with the conserva tion objec tives. 

·  Community  Involvement: to  encourage a nd support loca l organisa tions 
concerned  with p rotec tion of the heritage. 

 
10.3 Trends 
 

·  Current trend  towards a rab le , or a t least away from da iry. Possib le impac t on 
be low-g round  a rc haeology, a nd  loss/ redundanc y o f historic  build ings. HLS 
bec omes less a ttrac tive , pa rticula rly the historic  environment op tions. Biofuels 
seem ra ther on/o ff a t the moment, but concern if la rge sca le.  

 
10.4 Issues 
 

·  The weakness o f the information ba se  re la ting  to the historic  environment, 
pa rticula rly a rc haeology. Compounded  by historic al under-resourc ing  of the 
Historic  Environment Record .  
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·  Lack of rec ognition and  reco rd ing  of more d ifficult monuments means tha t the 
ea sily recognised  and  easily understood  monuments tend to domina te  when it 
comes to sta tutory p rotec tion. So, there tends to be less rec o rded / p ro tec ted 
a reas away from the cha lk and  no t in a rable - generally a rea s to  the  west and 
no rth of the AONB. This doesn©t mean there is less there, just tha t it hasn©t been 
recognised . 

 
·  Pa rticula r thematic  ©gaps© a re wood land , fa rm build ings, rura l industries (inc lud ing  

things like wa te r mea dows). I©m desc rib ing  these as being  gaps in our information, 
but they a re a lso a reas of potentia l c onflic t in terms o f wood la nd  management, 
build ing  c onversion/ re-use e tc , and  the  information vac uum doesn©t help . Roads 
a re ano ther one - the road s themselves, and  things like  milestones e tc . 

 
·  Lack of a wareness of, and  availability o f guidance on, best p rac tice amongst 

landowners/managers, pa rticula rly in so fa r as it imp inges on the  historic  
environment. 

 
 

·  Lack of c ommunity eng agement with the historic  environment. Lots o f interest 
and  enthusiasm, but we need  to p rovide more op portunities for loca l 
engagement and  understa nding , and  enable individua ls and  communities to 
pa rtic ipa te in the  recognition, record ing , a nd valuing  (on their te rms, not 
nec essa rily ours) of the historic  environment.  

·  Local ma teria ls fo r build ing  e tc . Loc al capac ity b uild ing  re  skills etc .  
 

·  Where a rchaeolog ic a l monuments in pa rticula r a re the focus fo r rec rea tional 
ac tivity, it tends to be a  selec t few, whic h g ives rise to d ifficulties re e rosion etc . 
More jo ined -up  p rovision re footpa ths, informa tion, packaging  o f routes e tc . 

 
 
10.5 SEA Ob jec tive 
 

·  To conserve and enhance and enhance the historic  and  c ultura l environment 
 
10.6 Indicator – SAM c ondition, build ings a t risk 
 
 



� � �

  
11 Human Hea lth 
 
 
 
11.1 Baseline Data 
 
The 2001 Census inc ludes two mea sures o f ‘health’ . In one measure respondents were 
asked  to ra te  their genera l level of hea lth ove r the la st twelve months as ‘good ’ , ‘ fa irly 
good ’  or ‘not good ’ . The other measure  wa s to  ask respondents whethe r they (in the ir 
op inion) had  a  limiting  long -term illness (LLTI).  LLTI c ove rs any long -term illness, health 
p roblem or d isability tha t lim its da ily ac tivities or the  work a  person c an do. 
 
Perc eption of health over the 12 months p receding the Census (number o f people) 
 

Good Fairly good Not good % not good Good Fairly good Not good % not good
Urban 17,651 7,016 2,609 9.6 2,218,568 742,285 287,789 8.9
Rural 29,749 9,693 3,327 7.8 1,174,981 373,193 131,626 7.8

Dorset AONB South W est

 
 
Source  tab le  from the Census: UV20 Genera l hea lth 
 
 
Occurrence of lim iting long-term illnesses (LLTI) (number of people) 
 

England
No LLTI LLTI % with LLTI No LLTI LLTI % with LLTI % with LLTI

Urban 21,321 5,956 21.8 2,651,662 596,977 18.4 18.2
Rural 34,910 7,863 18.4 1,384,738 295,057 17.6 17.0

Dorset AONB South W est

 
 
Source  tab le  from the Census: UV22 Long-te rm limiting  illness 
 
 
Number of people provid ing  unpa id  c are 
 

1 to 19 
hours per 

week

20 to 49 
hours per 

week

50 or more 
hours per 

week
Dorset AONB South W est

Urban 2,141 316 537 11.0 9.7
Rural 3,754 482 760 11.7 10.7

Towns 651 102 159 11.3 10.1
Villages 2,343 316 454 11.7 10.9
Dispersed 760 64 147 11.9 11.4

Dorset AONB % providing some unpaid care

 
 
Source  tab le  from the Census: UV21 Provision of unpaid  c a re  
 
A study on the  ‘Use o f Countryside Assets by Under Represented  Group s in the  South 
West (Downs, Ha ffey & Hodgson, 2007) identified key under-rep resented g roups in and 
ad jacent to the  Dorse t AONB. The study identified  Bournemouth, Weymouth and 
Taunton a s key a reas for ta rge ting  information about d isab les access in the  Dorset AONB, 
though Yeovil and  Glastonbury a lso had  a reas w ith the 20% highest ra tios in Eng land . 
Bournemouth, Weymouth, Bridport, Taunton and  Bridgwa te r a ll have a rea s with the 
highest 10% menta l health ra tios in England . 
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11.2 Policy Overview 
 
The Dorset Community Stra teg y 2007 – 2016 identifies a  number of p riorities fo r health and 
well-being  in Dorset, inc lud ing :  

·  Reduc tion in obesity  
·  Improved  health in vulne rab le g roups 
·  Provision of bette r opportunities for ac tive physica l rec rea tion, healthy food  and  

healthie r workp laces and  schools 
·  Inc rea sed  levels of pa rtic ipa tion in ac tive living  through sport a nd  environmental 

ac tivities 
·  Be tter mental hea lth and  we llbeing  through strong, supp ortive  c ommunities 
·  Health p rotec ted  from ma jor inc id ents and  environmental haza rds 

 
11.3 Trends 
 

·  Obesity levels a re  inc reasing , pa rticula rly in c hild ren 
·  Ac c ess to  healthca re ha s bec ome more d ifficult in rura l a reas due to  poor public  

tra nsport 
   
11.4 Issues 
 

·  Obesity and  othe r health issues a rising  from low levels of physica l ac tivity 
·  Inac cessib ility o f hea lthca re se rvic es for peop le  in rura l a reas 
·  Clima te c hange may inc rease hea lth issues for vulnerable g roups due to higher 

summer temp era tures 
 
11.5 SEA Ob jec tive 
 

·  To improve human health and well being of the population 
 
11.6 Indicator – number with long  te rm lim iting  illness 
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12 Transport 
 
 
 
12.1 Baseline Data 
 
Da ta  from the 2001 Census shows tha t ca r dependenc y is highe r in the  Dorset AONB 
than in the South West Region as a  whole: 25% of households in the region have no  ca r, 
while in the Dorset AONB this d rops to  15%. Within the AONB, there is a  split be tween the 
urban and  rura l a reas, with 21.6% of household s in the urban a reas having  no c a r 
compared  to just 11% in the rura l a rea s.  
 
Public  transport p rovision – rura l se rvic es survey 
 
Geographica l acc ess to services is a major issue  in the AONB, with most of the a rea 
fa lling  in the  worst 20% na tiona lly: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12.2 Policy Overview 
 
The Dorse t Community Stra tegy sets a number o f p riorities for accessib ility in the c ounty, 
inc lud ing : 

·  A ra nge of access and  transport solutions tha t a re  sa fe, effic ient and  fa ir and 
enc ourage a  g rea ter use of a lte rna tives to the ca r; 

·  Ac c ess a nd  transport solutions tha t take acc ount o f the d iffering  needs of 
ind ividua ls and  c ommunities; 

·  Ensure  effic ient public  transport through a  range  of p roviders inc lud ing , where 
approp ria te, the volunta ry a nd  c ommunity sec tor to ac hieve  susta inable acc ess 
solutions; and   

·  Improved  acc ess to services inc lud ing  sha red  service  p rovision and  the 
development o f delive ry points within the c ommunity. 
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Developing the Regional Transport Strategy (2004) The  Regiona l Spa tia l Planning  and 
Transport Group  has been formed  to  oversee the p repara tion of the sta tutory Reg ional 
Sp a tia l Stra tegy (RSS). The RSS will inco rpo ra te  the Reg iona l Tra nsp ort Stra tegy.  
 
Dorset Loca l Transport Plan (2006) Sets out a  five  stra tegy to improve the loc al transport 
ne twork with an emphasis on reduc ing  emissions through p romoting  a lterna tives to c a r 
use, pa rticula rly where poor a ir quality exists.  
 
12.3 Trends 
 

·  The ra te of tra ffic  g rowth in Dorse t has dec rea sed  b ut it is still g rowing  
·  Services in many a reas c ontinue  to c lose though fa rm shop s in some a rea s a re 

taking  on a  wider servic e ro le  for rura l c ommunities 
·  Demand  resp onsive transport is developing  in many a rea s and ma y help 

p rovide a  more loca lly ta ilo red  pub lic  transport option. 
 
12.4 Issues 
 

·  Poor ac cess to servic es inc reases ca r d ependency and  reduces opportunities to 
ac cess hea lthc a re, employment, educ a tion and  leisure opportunities; 

·  High c a r dependenc y a nd  limited  pub lic  transport inc reases environmental 
impac ts o f tra ffic , inc lud ing  ca rbon emissions 

 
12.5 SEA Ob jec tive 
 

·  To promote susta inable travel, access and transport op tions 
 
12.6 Indicator – tra ffic  g rowth 
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13 Educ ation, Enjoyment, Tra ining  and  Skills 
 
 
 
13.1 Baseline Data 
 
Qua lifications 
 
In Dorse t AONB, 24.9% o f the peop le  aged  16 to 74 have no ac ademic , voc a tiona l or 
p rofessiona l qualifica tions, c ompared  to 26.2% in the  SW Region. 57.8% of the peop le 
with no such qualifica tions a re  in rura l pa rts of the AONB.  
 
Perc entage of people aged 16 to 74 with each level of qualification in the AONB and the 
rura l part of the Government Office Region. 
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Source  tab le  from the Census: UV24 Qua lific a tions 
 
13.2 Policy Overview 
 
 
Dorset Community Strategy inc ludes a  p riority to de liver ‘ improved  skills base, 
development a nd  employab ility o f the workforce’ . 
 
 
Regiona l Ec onomic  Strategy The South West Regional Development Agenc y (2006) The 
Reg ional Economic  Stra tegy p rovides a  framework fo r a ll economic  development 
ac tivity in the South West of England . While the South West Reg ional Development 
Agenc y has a  key ro le to  p lay in develop ing  the Stra tegy, it is one of many pa rtners 
involved  in its implementa tion. The stra teg y a ims to  g ive  a  framework in which pub lic , 
p riva te and  c ommunity bod ies c an plan and  work toward s common ob jec tives. 
 
 
13.3 Trends 
 

·  Rura l and  traditional land  management skills a re dying  out 
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13.4 Issues 
 

·  Sma ll rura l land -b ased  businesses a re  often ‘ha rd to reac h’ for tra ining  p rovision 
(Business Link Wessex per c omm.)  

·  Some businesses report tha t they a re unab le to  find  skilled  employees  
·  Emp loyment sec tors tha t a re signific ant in the  rura l pa rts of the  AONB (land -based 

sec tors, tourism) a re often assoc ia ted  with a  low skills b ase 
 
13.5 SEA Ob jec tive 
 

·  To inc rease awareness, sk ills, accessib ility, understanding and enjoyment of the 
environment 

 
 
13.6 Indicator - Percentage of peop le  aged  16 to 74 with eac h level of qua lific a tion 
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14 Economy 
 
 
14.1 Baseline Data 
 
Ec onomic  g row th is genera lly lower in Dorset than regionally o r na tiona lly. 
Average annual g rowth 1999-2004: 
UK  5.5% 
South West 5.9% 
Dorset  5.0% 
 
Gross Value  Added  (GVA) per resident is below  the na tional average : 
UK  100 
South West 94 
Dorset   72 
 
Dorset’s ra te of new business forma tion is below average: 
UK  9.7% 
South West 8.7% 
Dorset  7.7%  
 
Nationa l Sta tistic s Soc io-Ec onomic  Classification (NS-SeC) 
 
Peop le aged  16 to 74 a re c lassified  acc ording  to their type of oc c upa tion using  the 
Na tiona l Sta tistic s Soc io-Ec onomic  Classific a tion.  
 
 
Pe rc entage  o f people in the  AONB aged  16 to 74 by NS-SeC c lassifica tion 
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Source  tab le  from the Census: UV31 Nationa l Sta tistic s Soc io-ec onomic  c lassific a tion 
 
Ec onomic  ac tivity and average number of hours worked  
 
In rura l D orset AONB 37.2%  of people aged  16 to 74 are economica lly
inactive. 57.8%  o f those people are retired , 9.8%  are students and 17.6%  are
looking after the home or fam ily.

In comparison 38 .4%  of people aged 16 to 74 are economica lly inactive in urban 
D orset AONB and 33 .1%  are economically inactive in rura l
parts of the Government Office Region.  
 
Perc entage of people aged 16 to 74 by economic ac tivity  
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Source  tab le  from the Census: UV28 Ec onomic  a c tivity 
 
Emp loyment by industry type 
 
The  three  m o st c om m o n indus trie s  e m p loying  pe o p le  a g ed  16  to  7 4
in rura l D o rs e t A O N B  a re : "W ho le sa le  a nd  re ta il trad e ; re pa irs " ,
"Re a l e s ta te , re nting  a nd  b us ine s s a ctivi tie s"  a nd  
"M a nufac turing "  

 
Number of people aged 16 to 74 in employment by industry type 
 

Urban
Total Total Towns Villages Dispersed Urban Rural

Agriculture, hunting and forestry 275 1,655 104 921 630 13,459 43,438
Fishing 31 34 3 17 14 815 1,057
Mining and quarry ing 99 88 3 54 31 3,615 4,042
Manufacturing 1,423 2,128 401 1,309 418 217,486 101,405
Electric ity, gas and water supply 42 61 12 39 10 12,432 5,163
Construction 974 1,422 288 856 278 105,430 60,001
Wholesale and retail trade; repairs 1,884 2,531 481 1,577 473 269,224 122,601
Hotels and restaurants 963 1,459 336 806 317 80,968 47,048
Transport, storage and communications 533 669 125 428 116 101,920 39,618
Financial Intermediation 243 407 48 285 74 75,167 22,279
Real estate, renting and business activities 1,136 2,137 325 1,304 508 172,599 88,606
Public administration and defence, social security 571 1,223 115 894 214 101,287 59,723
Education 901 1,523 180 1,077 266 110,346 62,442
Health and social work 1,394 2,020 335 1,305 380 169,903 82,219
Other community, social & personal service activities 586 1,059 175 670 214 71,644 37,244
Private households with employed persons 12 55 3 27 25 990 1,503
Extra-territorial organisations and bodies - 5 - 3 2 291 407

Rural
Dorset AONB

South West

 
 
 
Source  tab le  from the Census: UV34 Industry 
 
In rura l villages and  d ispersed  settlements in the  AONB, land -based  and  tourism sec tors 
support a bout 18% of employment, demonstra ting  their significanc e to the loc al rura l 
ec onomy. 
 
The land -ba sed  sec tor has undergone signific ant c hange.  
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June Agricultura l Census data 
 
Emp loyment 
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14.2 Policy Overview 
 
South West Susta inab le Food  & Farming Delivery Plan 2008-11 
Key ‘a mbitions’  identified  
Streng thening  the knowledge base: 

·  Improve  business support 
·  Promote knowledge & best p rac tice 
·  Nurture skills & p rofessiona l development 
·  Encourage innova tion & enterp rise 
·  Foster resea rc h & deve lopment 
·  Support c ollabora tive working  
 

Enabling  loca l & regiona l sourc ing  & the susta inable development of supply chains: 
·  Support sup ply cha in d evelopment 
·  Expand  market opportunities 
·  Realise the ec onomic  va lue of energy and  waste 
·  Promote public  p rocurement 
 

Realise the va lue of the region’s environmental a ssets: 
·  Benefit from environmenta l land  management 
·  Enhance landsc ape and  b iod iversity 
·  Ensure  susta inab le management of na tural and  genetic  resourc es 
·  Rec onnec ting  people with fa rming , food  and  the countryside  

 
SW Rura l Delivery  Framework The South West Reg ional Assemb ly (2005) The Rura l Stra teg y 
2004 set the  long  term d irec tion for rura l polic y and  delive ry. A strong  regiona l a nd  local 
d imension wa s centra l to  the stra tegy, with inc reased  delega tion of dec ision making  and 
delive ry mechanisms to regional and  loca l level. 
 
Regiona l Ec onomic  Strategy The South West Regional Development Agenc y (2006) The 
Reg ional Economic  Stra tegy p rovides a  framework fo r a ll economic  development 
ac tivity in the South West of England . While the South West Reg ional Development 
Agenc y has a  key ro le to  p lay in develop ing  the Stra tegy, it is one of many pa rtners 
involved  in its implementa tion. The stra teg y a ims to  g ive  a  framework in which pub lic , 
p riva te and  c ommunity bod ies c an plan and  work toward s common ob jec tives. 
 
 
14.3 Issues 
 
Dorset’s Community Strategy 2007-2016 identifies d eveloping Dorse t’s ec onomy as a  key 
stra tegic  ob jec tive. It identifies p riorities fo r Dorset a s: 

·  Improved  infrastruc ture and  c onnec tivity 
·  Improved  skills ba se, development and  emp loyab ility of the workforce 
·  Inc rea sed  enterp rise , innova tion, investment and  c ompetitiveness within the 

Dorset economy 
·  Streng then Dorset’s economic  perfo rmance through p a rtnership  working  
·  Susta inab le ec onomic  development lead ing  to  a  low c a rbon economy 

 
14.4 Trends 
 

·  Dec line in employment in the land -ba sed  sec tor, p a rticula rly for livestock fa rming   
·  General dec line in ag ricultura l employees, pa rtic ula rly ma le 
·  General dec line in the number of full-time  fa rmers 
·  General inc rease  in the number of fa rm ma nagers, p a rticula rly pa rt time 
·  General dec line in to ta l labour, showing  vola tility in rec ent yea rs 
·  Some fa rms units bec oming  la rger with an inc rea se  in hobby fa rming  
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·  Ec onomic  underperformanc e , with lower GVA, g rowth, business forma tion and 
ea rnings than na tiona l and  regiona l average  

·  Dep endence  on low knowledge ba se, thus a  low waged  sec tor 
·  High environmenta l quality often seen as a  c onstra int to  ec onomic  d evelopment 

ra ther than as an opportunity 
·  Dec rease in rura l emp loyment opportunities [knoc k-on fo r rura l soc iety – villages 

bec oming  the p reserves of the elde rly a nd  wealthy] 
 
14.5 SEA Ob jec tive 
 

·  Support economic  development within environmental lim its 
 
14.6 Indicator – Perc entage of working  age  p opula tion in employment /  unemp loyed  
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15 Review of the AONB Plan 
 
 
 
The Review Process  
 
15.1 The p rocess of reviewing  the Dorset AONB Ma nagement Plan has fo llowed  the 
guid ance  p rovided  by Na tura l Eng land . As with the first Management Plan, stakeholder 
engagement in the  review a nd  development of polic ies has been centra l to the p rocess.  
 
15.2 The  first sta ge of the Review was an a ssessment of the c ontinuing  relevance  o f the 
existing  Management Plan and its assoc ia ted  polic ies. Working  Groups reviewed the 
a ims and  polic ies of the c urrent p la n within their a rea  o f interest to form judgements on 
whe ther the first p lan was likely to  be  adequa te in light of c hanging  c ircumstances and  
p rac tica l usab ility.   
 
15.3 A temp la te was used  fo r this p roc ess:  
 

Review proc ess 
Existing  
Plan  

Still 
Important  

Less/ more/ same  
importanc e  

Inc lude 
in revised 
p la n?  

Dele te /Revise /  
no  c hange  

Comment or 
Proposed  
amendment  

Broad  Aim o r Po lic y  

 
15.4 On the back of this initia l assessment, a public  exped ienc y c onsulta tion was 
conduc ted  looking  a t the ma in a rea s of c hange needed  to  help  ensure the  new p la n 
was fit for purp ose  and  the  extent o f the changes required . The results of this ca n be 
found  a t www.dorsetaonb .o rg .uk 
 
15.5 As a  result of this c onsulta tion, the Board  dec ided tha t a  new plan was needed 
ra ther than amendments to the existing  p lan.  
 
 
Management Plan struc ture 
 
15.5 In the Review o f the Management Plan the struc ture of the ea rlier Plan has been 
b road ly reta ined  but the  dec ision has been made  to re fine the scope of some c ha p ters 
in light o f the need  to  focus on the p rima ry purpose  of the designa tion and  the 
assoc ia ted  ac tivities tha t support it. 
 
15.6 The  Plan’s Polic y Framework sets out the objec tives and  polic ies fo r managing  the 
AONB to ac hieve  the  vision. 
 
The Polic y Framework is p resented  in two sec tions: 
 
Natural Beauty and  Heritage 
 
15.7 This sec tion covers the qua lities and  top ic s tha t make up  the na tural beauty o f the 
AONB. It is p resented  in five themes: 
 
•  Landscape 
•  Biod iversity 
•  Geod iversity 
•  Coa st and  Sea  



� � �

•  Historic  and  Built Environment 
 
 
Living, Work ing and  Enjoying  
 
15.8 This sec tion c overs ac tivities tha t influenc e the  na tural beauty of the AONB. It 
add resses these ac tivities in terms o f how they re la te to AONB purposes. Ac tivities in this 
sec tion a re p resented  in four themes: 
 
•  Land  management and  loc al p roduc ts 
•  Ac c ess, enjoying  and  lea rning  
•  Planning , development and  infrastruc ture  
•  Community a c tion 
 
15.9 Eac h c hap ter inc ludes b ackground  informa tion to  desc ribe the topic , its 
significa nce  to the  AONB and  its purposes, a nd a  desc rip tion of the resources in the 
AONB tha t rela te to the top ic . There  is a lso a  desc rip tion o f how thing s a re c ha nging  and 
the needs and  opportunities a rising as a  result. Eac h chap ter then c onta ins a  tab le  whic h 
sets out the  ob jec tives, management po lic ies, a c tions and  ta rge ts to be delive red  over 
the five-yea r lifespan of this management p lan.  
 
15.10 Throughout the p rocess o f p lan development the fo llowing  c ross c utting  themes 
have been incorpo ra ted :  
 
1. Add ressing  c lima te  c hange   
2. Susta inab le deve lopment 
3. A landsc ape approac h to p lanning  and  management 
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16 SEA Appraisa l Framework 
  

 
Assessment of the AONB Objec tives and Polic ies 
 
16.1 The  purp ose o f this pa rt o f the SEA p rocess is to c a rry out a  high level a ssessment of 
the Management Plan Objec tives and  Polic ies aga inst the SEA Ob jec tives listed  below. 
This will identify if there a re any fundamental inconsistenc ies be tween wha t the 
Management Plan is trying  to do and wha t the SEA objec tives a im to ac hieve. Perhaps 
more re levantly, this assessment c an a lso  identify synergies between the  ob jec tives and 
the more deta iled  a ssessment of the  polic ies derived  to deliver the  Management Plan 
ob jec tives.  
 
SEA objec tives for the Dorset AONB Management Plan 
 
16.2 The following  SEA objec tives fo rm the  basis o f a pp raisa l framework for the 
management p lan objec tives and  polic ies: 
 

Theme Objec tive 

Biodiversity 1.  To conserve and  enhance biod iversity  

Soil 2.  To p rotec t and  improve the  quality and  dive rsity o f soils 

Wa ter qua lity and  
resources 

3.  To p ro tec t a nd  susta inably manage wa ter quality and 
resources 
4.  To reduc e g reenhouse gas emissions tha t c ontribute to c lima te 
change 
5.  To ad ap t to c lima te change 

Air and  c lima te 

6.  To p rotec t and  improve a ir qua lity  

Land sc ape 7.  To conserve  and  enhance the c ha rac ter and qualities of the 
land sc ape 

Geod ive rsity 8.  To conserve and  enhance geodive rsity 

Wa ste and  na tura l 
resources 

9. To ensure susta inab le  use of na tural resourc es and  minimise 
waste 

Cultura l he ritage 10. To conserve and  enhance  the  historic  and  c ultura l 
environment 

Human hea lth 11. To imp rove the hea lth and  wellbeing  of the popula tion 

Transport 12. To p romote susta inab le  trave l, acc ess and  tra nsport op tions 

Educ a tion, enjoyment, 
tra ining  and  skills 

13. To inc rease awareness, skills, ac cessib ility, understand ing  and  
enjoyment of the environment 

Ec onomy 14. To support economic  deve lopment within environmental lim its 

 
16.3 The following  ta bles p resent the conc lusions of this assessment, with AONB 
Management Plan ob jec tives and  polic ies assessed  against SEA objec tives in the SEA 
themes as listed  above . Each objec tive and  polic y is sc o red  as fo llows: 
 

S++  Strongly supports the SEA objec tive  

S+  Supports the SEA objec tive  

N  Is neutra l in effec t  

C-  Potentia lly works against the SEA objec tive  

C- -  Strongly works aga inst the SEA ob jec tive   

?  Effec ts uncerta in  
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16.4. This assessment wa s c a rried  out with the  inp ut of a  stakeholder g roup to  p rovide 
independent advic e.  
 
 
Strategic  a lternatives 
 
16.5 The  regula tions for SEA sta te the need  to identify and eva lua te the  like ly significant 
effec ts on the  environment of: 

a . implementing  the p rog ramme; and  
b . reasona ble a lte rna tives taking  into acc ount the objec tives a nd  

geographic al scope of the p lan o r p rog ramme. 
This is g enerally conside red in te rms o f ‘Do nothing ’ , ‘Business as usual’  and  ‘Best for 
environment’  op tions. These  a re d iscussed  below in re la tion to the  AONB management 
p lan. 
 
‘Do nothing’ option 
 
16.6 The ‘do nothing ’  op tion in this c a se  would  be to not p roduc e and  imp lement an 
AONB management p lan. In this scenario , the AONB would still receive c onsidera tion 
through Sec tion 85 of the Countryside a nd  Rights of Way Ac t 2000 whic h requires 
re levant authorities to have regard  fo r the purpose of conserving  and  enhanc ing  AONBs 
when ca rrying out their func tions. This should  influence  a  range of dec isions a ffec ting  the 
a rea . In p lanning  terms the AONB would reta in its sta tus and the po lic y framework would  
still opera te  to p rotec t it. Other designa tions within the AONB would  still be  in p lace  to 
p rotec t c erta in sites and  fea tures, e.g . Sc heduled  Anc ient Monuments, Sites of Spec ia l 
Sc ientific  Inte rest. There a re  a lso many organisations and  ind ividua ls opera ting  in the 
a rea  which c ontribute to the management and  conserva tion of the a rea . However, 
without the management p lan to d raw toge ther and  co-ord ina te ac tivity, the re  is a  rea l 
danger of inc onsistenc ies of ap p roach a nd  missed  opportunities. The c umula tive  e ffec t 
of small and  unco-ordina ted  changes could have signific ant e ffec ts on landsca pe 
charac ter and  quality and  a ffec t other environmenta l a ssets in the a rea . The 
management p lan a lso p rovides a  framework tha t helps sec ure ta rge ted  resourc es 
whic h deliver consid erable additionality to genera l management efforts. This op tion is 
no t therefore desirable and  is a lso not viable g iven the req uirement b y la w to p roduc e 
the p lan. 
 
‘Business as usual’ op tion 
 
16.7 The  ‘business as usual’  op tion would  be to continue with the polic ies in the existing 
AONB ma nagement p lan. The Pa rtnership  has a lready identified  through its review tha t 
the p lan needs upda ting  in the light of new challenges and  changes in leg isla tion. This is 
no t therefore considered  a  via ble op tion. 
 
‘Best for environment’ op tion 
 
16.8 Given tha t the purpose of the AONB management p lan is to  p romote  the highest 
standard  of environmenta l management for a  na tiona lly important p ro tec ted 
land sca pe, the p lan itself should  rep resent the ‘best for environment’  op tion.  
 
16.9 The assessment will therefore be undertaken of the d ra ft AONB management p lan, 
looking  a t impac ts of the ob jec tives and  polic ies a nd  identifying  a lterna tives a t the 
ob jec tive /  polic y level.   
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AONB Landscape Objec tives 
 
Management Plan Objec tives SEA ob jec tive themes  
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L1. Conserve and  enhance 
the spec ia l and  distinc tive 
cha rac ter and  qua lity of the  
AONB’s landscapes and  
assoc ia ted  fea tures. 

S++ S+ S+ C- N S+ S++ S++ S+ N 
 
 

S+ N S+ C- 

L2. Protec t the AONB’s 
panoramic  views, tra nquillity 
and  remoteness. 

S+ N N N N N S++ S++ S+ N S+ N S+ C- 

L3. Plan and  shape  the  future 
landsca pe to  adap t to  
environmenta l change . 

S++ S+ S+ S+ N S+ S+ S++ S+ N N N S+ N 

 
 
The above ob jec tives will generally have a  positive  impac t on the  environment and  its a ssoc ia ted  fea tures a s expec ted . The effec ts of future c hange  
(3) will depend  to some extent on the  typ e of c hang e and  the type  o f response and  is sometimes d iffic ult to p red ic t. This emp hasises the need  for any 
long  term stra teg ies such as Area  Ac tion Plans (d elivered  through Loc al Development Frameworks) to be  formula ted  within AONB ob jec tives to 
maximise wider benefits.   Tranquillity (2) is c entra l to the quality of the  AONB and  its wider bene fits in rela tion to environmenta l susta inab ility need  
recognising  in managing  future change. There a re some potentia l conflic ts between AONB la ndsc ape ob jec tives and  some c lima te mitiga tion 
measures (e.g . la rge sca le  wind  fa rms) and  some ec onomic  ac tivity. However, the re  a re forms of renewab le  energy p roduc tion tha t c an be  
acc ommoda ted  within the AONB. For ec onomy, the  d esired  SEA objec tive  is economic  ac tivity within environmenta l limits and  since  much ec onomic  
ac tivity in the  a rea  is based  on the quality of the environment (e.g . tourism, land -based  sec tor) this should  no t be a  major conflic t but may influenc e the 
types of ac tivity undertaken.    
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AONB Landscape Polic ies  
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Objec tives  

Landscape  
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L1a . Pro tec t and  enhance  landsc ape  
cha rac ter and  qua lity and  p romote  the 
use of landscape  c harac ter assessment 
to shape dec isions a ffec ting  the  AONB 

S++ S+ S+ C- S+ N S+ S++ S++ S+ C- S+ N S+ 

L1b . Minimise and  reduce the c umula tive  
impac ts o f sma ll sc a le inc rementa l 
change  tha t erodes landscap e 
cha rac ter. 

S+ S+ S+ C- S+ N S+ S++ S+ S+ C- S+ N N 

L1c . Provide informal g uidance on 
equine management in the AONB 

S+ S+ S+ N S+ N S+ S++ S+ S+ N N N S+ 

L1d . Pro tec t, enhanc e and  c rea te loc a l 
landma rk fea tures such as boundary 
fea tures, tree  c lumps e tc . 

S++ S+ N N N N S+ S++ S++ N S+ N N S++ 

L2a . Pro tec t and  mainta in the tranq uillity 
of the  AONB and  red uce noise and  light 
pollution. 

S++ N N N N N N S++ S++ N C- S+ C- S+ 

L2b . Remove eyesores to resto re  the  
qua lity of the landscape  
 

S+ N N N N N S+ S++ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

L2c . Reta in and  enhance remote a reas 
within the  AONB 

S++ N N N N N N S++ S+ N N N N N 

L3a . Use  ana lysis of landscape  sensitivity 
to guide future development and  
change  

S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S+ S++ S+ S+ N S+ N S+ 

L3b . Monito r and  a ddress c hanges in the 
cond ition o f the land sc ape 

S++ N S+ N N N S+ S++ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

 
 



� � �

The assessment shows tha t AONB landsc ape polic ies support most ob jec tives for la ndscape , b iod iversity, geod iversity, c ultura l he ritage , human hea lth 
and  educ a tion, enjoyment and  skills as would  be  expec ted . There a re a lso many benefits for so il and  wa te r quality. The potentia l a reas of conflic t 
inc lude c lima te mitig a tion where AONB p olic y may p rec lude some mitiga tion measures suc h as la rge sca le wind  fa rms. However the re  a re othe r 
mitiga tion mea sures tha t would  not p resent such c onflic ts and  this is addressed  in the AONB p la nning  p olic ies. There  c ould  be  some ec onomic  impac ts 
and  p otentia lly impac ts on tra nsport though in both cases the  SEA ob jec tive is to  support susta ina ble ac tivity in environmenta l lim its. Landscape 
sensitivity p rovides a  tool to help  address these potentia l c onflic ts. 
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AONB Biodiversity Objec tives  
 
Management Plan Objec tives SEA Objec tives  
Biodiversity 
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B1. Restore, rec onnec t a nd  manage 
terrestria l and  freshwater habita ts and  
assoc ia ted  spec ies a t a  landsca pe 
sc ale to  inc rease  resilience to 
environmenta l change. 

S++ S+ S++ N S+ S+ S+ S++ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

B2. Re tain the irrep laceable and  
restore /  re-estab lish lost or d ec lining  
fea tures such a s ve teran /  anc ient 
trees, spec ies-rich hedgerows, o rc hards 
and  p onds and  their assoc ia ted  
sp ec ies. 

S++ S+ S+ N N N S+ S++ S++ N N S+ N S+ 

B3. Provide g rea ter p ro tec tion, 
conserva tion and  understanding  of 
marine and  inter-tidal hab ita ts in and  
linked  to the AONB. 

S++ N S++ C- S+ N S+ S++ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

 
The assessment shows tha t the  AONB biodive rsity ob jec tives support SEA ob jec tives for b iodiversity, landsc ape, soil quality, wa ter qua lity and  resources, 
c lima te adap ta tion, geod iversity, c ultura l heritag e, human hea lth through the positive  benefits of a  healthy environment and  educ a tion, enjoyment 
and  skills. Other e ffec ts a re  neutra l overall e ither with no effec t or a  ba lanc e of p ositives and  nega tives. There is a  potentia l conflic t between the AONB 
objec tive to p rotec t marine and  intertida l habita ts and  the SEA objec tive  for c lima te change mitiga tion where , for examp le, fo rms of renewable energy 
p roduc tion could  impac t on these hab ita ts.   
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AONB Biodiversity Polic ies 
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Objec tives  

Biod iversity 
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B1a. Develop  and  support 
landsca pe-sc a le initia tives to 
restore UK BAP p riority hab ita ts, 
conserve their assoc ia ted  spec ies 
and  inc rease their resilienc e to 
c lima te change. 

S++ S+ S++ S+ S++ S+ S++ S+ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

B1b . Provide ta rgeted  and  c o-
ord ina ted  whole fa rm advice and  
support to land owners and  
managers on best p rac tice 
b iodiversity management. 

S++ S++ S++ S+ S++ S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S+ 

B1c . Promote the sensitive 
restora tion of p lanta tions on 
anc ient woodland  sites (PAWS) 
bac k to  na tive b road leaved  
woodland . 

S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ N S+ N N N N S+ 

B1d . Promote  and  support 
measures to inc rea se the 
b iodiversity value  o f a rable 
fa rmland . 

S++ S+ S+ N S+ N S+ N N N N S+ N S+ 

B1e. Promote  susta inable and  
app ropria te mea sures to  manage  
introduced  invasive spec ies 
where they a re  c ausing  ha rm. 

S++ S+ S+ N S+ N S+ N N N S+ N N N 
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Biod iversity 
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B1e. Minimise  the  impac ts of 
development on biodiversity and  
seek op portunities fo r b iod iversity 
enhanc ement a t a  landsc ape 
sc ale.    
 

S++ S+ S+ N S+ N S++ N S+ N N S+ N N 

B1f. Promote monitoring  of key 
hab ita ts and  ind ica tor /  fla gship  
sp ec ies in the  AONB. 

S++ N N S+ S+ N N N N N N N N S+ 

B2a . Supp ort the survey and  
management of threa tened  
b iodiversity fea tures inc lud ing  
ve teran trees, ponds, orchards 
and  a nc ient hedgerows.  
 

S++ S+ S+ N S+ N S++ S+ S++ N N N N S+ 

B3a . Supp ort the c rea tion of 
marine c onserva tion zones a t 
app ropria te loc a tions. 

S++ N S+ C- S+ N S+ N S+ N N N N S+ 

 
The assessment ind ica tes tha t AONB b iod iversity polic ies support many SEA objec tives, p a rticula rly those fo r b iod iversity, landscape , geodive rsity, soils, 
wa ter, c lima te change adap ta tion, c ultura l he ritage , human hea lth and  educ a tion and  enjoyment. There ma y be some positive  benefits fo r c lima te 
change  mitiga tion where hab ita ts c an ac t as ca rb on sinks, though there may be some conflic t with mitiga tion e fforts through wind  o r wave /  tida l 
renewable energ y developments. Effec ts on the economy a re c onside red  neutra l since  while  the re may be effec ts, the re  will a lso be benefits through 
ecosystem se rvices p rovided . 
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AONB Geodiversity Objec tives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Ob jec tives will c lea rly benefit the Geod iversity and  it s re la tionship  to conserving  landscape  c harac ter, soil, b iod iversity and  mine ra l supplies. As a  
comp lex subjec t, inc reasing  awareness o f geodive rsity will a lso benefit w ider educ a tion. Othe r benefits in rela tion to  c lima te mitiga tion and  adap ta tion, 
transport and  human health a re  neutra l with no scope  to widen the  benefits of the ob jec tives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Management Plan 
Objec tives 

SEA Objec tives  

Geodiversity  
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G1. Conserve  and  
enhanc e the geod iversity 
of the  AONB and  value 
the contribution it makes 
to landscape  c harac ter. 
 

S+ S+ S+ N N N S++ S++ S+ S+ S+ N N S+ 

G2. Inc rease awareness, 
understand ing  and  
app rec ia tion of 
geodiversity in the AONB. 
 

S+ S+ S+ N N N S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ N N S++ 
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AONB Geodiversity Polic ies 
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Ob jec tives  

Geodiversity  
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G1a . Support g rea te r 
collabo ra tive  working  and  c o-
ord ina tion of geodiversity work 
in the AONB 
 

S+ S+ S+ N N N S+ S++ S+ S+ N N N S+ 

G1b . Provide ta rge ted  advice  
and  support to la ndowners and  
managers on the  management 
of designa ted  /  p riority 
geo logic al sites, inc lud ing  fo r 
conserva tion and  ac cess.  

S+ S+ S+ N N N S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ N N S++ 

G1c . Promote full c onsidera tion 
of geod iversity c onserva tion in 
a ll p lans and  stra teg ies 
a ffec ting  the AONB, notably 
local development frameworks, 
minerals development 
frameworks and  shoreline 
management p lans. 

S+ S+ S+ N N N S+ S++ S+ S+ N N N S+ 

G2a . Inc rease public  
understand ing  of geodiversity 
and  rec ognition of its links to  
b iodiversity, landsc ape and  
local d istinc tiveness. 
 

S+ S+ S+ N N N S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ N N S++ 

G2b . Promote researc h stud ies 
based  on the  World  Heritage 
Site and  inland  geod iversity. 

N N N N N N N S++ S+ S+ S+ N N S++ 
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Where positive bene fits a re p red ic ted  for the economy, this depends on the extent to which opportunities fo r geo tourism a re  delivered . Although some 
of the  p olic ies a re sometimes limited  in wider positive benefits, the  importanc e of geodive rsity to the AONB is fundamenta l. Where researc h 
opportunities exist, the extent of bene fits will a lso depend  on the type  o f research c onduc ted  and  the aud iences ta rgeted .  
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AONB Coast and Sea Objec tives 
 
Management Plan Objec tives SEA Ob jec tives  

Coast and Sea  
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CS1. Conserve  and  enhanc e  
the  c oast and  ma rine  
environment o f the AONB 
through integ ra ted  
management tha t recognises 
the  links between land  and  
sea . 

S++ S+ S++ N S+ N S++ S+ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

CS2. Sup port the na tura l 
evolution of the coast, a llowing  
na tura l c oasta l p rocesses to 
opera te where possib le . 

S+ N S+ N S+ N S+ S++ N N N N N N 

CS3. Ma inta in and  enhance 
the  open and  undeveloped  
na ture of the AONB’s c oastal 
landscapes and  seasc apes. 

S++ N S+ N S+ N S++ S++ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

 
The ob jec tives will generally have a  very positive effec t on landsc ape, b iodiversity and  othe r assoc iated  qua lities of the AONB. This empha sises the 
need  fo r integ ra ted  management (1). Although little  benefit for na tural resourc es, the objec tives may improve  understa nd ing  o f the AONB and  help  to 
stee r app ropria te ec onomic  d evelopment and  ac cess. Where polices fo r supporting  the na tural evolution of the coast (2) a re pursued , the benefits to 
b iodiversity and  othe r importa nt resources will depend  on the approac h taken to how positive the benefits will be. Effec ts on the ec onomy in supporting  
na tura l evolution w ill depend  on the resources lost to sea  level rise and  erosion against the c ost of taking  other solutions.  
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AONB Coast and Sea Polic ies 
 
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Objec tives  
Coast and  Sea  
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CS1a. Develop  g rea ter integ ra tion 
between marine and  terrestria l 
p la nning  and  ensure c onside ra tion 
o f the AONB, World  Heritage Site  
a nd  Heritage Coasts in both. 

S++ S+ S++ N S+ N S++ S+ S+ S+ N S+ N S+ 

CS1b . Promote ca tc hment 
sensitive fa rming  p rac tices in a ll 
c a tc hments d ra ining  into  inshore  
wa ters in or ad jac ent to the AONB. 

S+ S++ S++ N N N N N N N S+ S+ S+ N 

CS1c . Promote and  sup port 
mea sures to  red uce marine 
p ollution and  litter. 

S++ N S++ N N N S++ N N S+ S+ S+ N S++ 

CS2a . Ensure tha t the  South West 
Coast Pa th Na tiona l Tra il is 
a vailable as a  c ontinuous route for 
accessing  the  c oast. 
 

N N N N N N N N S+ N S++ S++ S++ S++ 

CS2b . Support a  ‘no ac tive  
intervention’approac h to  c oasta l 
management wherever possib le . 

S+ N S+ N S++ N S+ S++ C- 
 
 
 
 

N N N N N 

CS3a . Support a nd  develop  
initia tives to conserve  and  
enhance the c oa stal and  marine 
landsc ape /  seasca pe and  our 
understa nding  of it. 

S++ N N N S+ N S++ S+ S+ N N N N S+ 
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Coast and  Sea  
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CS3b. Conserve  tranquil a reas 
a long  the coa st. 
 

S++ N N N N N S++ N S+ N N S++ N S+ 

CS3c . Conserve  the  undeveloped  
na ture  o f the c oast. 

S+ N S+ N S+  S++ S+ S+ N C- N N S+ 

CS3d . Promote and  support the 
removal of intrusive and  urbanising  
fea tures from the coa st 

N N N N N N S++ S+ N N N N N S++ 

CS3e. Promote the c rea tion and  
management o f semi-na tura l 
hab ita t a long  the coasta l strip  
through ta rgeting  o f advice and  
ag ri-environment support. 

S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S+ N N N N S+ N S+ 

CS3f. Promote  understanding  of 
underwa ter landsc apes. 

S++ N S+ N N N S++ S++ S+ N S+ N N S++ 

 
Althoug h many o f the benefits a re limited , the coast is of fund amental importance to the AONB. Where histo ric  fea tures maybe lost throug h managed  
coa sta l c hange (CS2b ), effec ts a re p red ic ted  as nega tive .  Although this potentia l effec t can not be mitiga ted  fo r, any fea tures lost will be rec o rded . In 
implementing  this polic y, it is a ssumed  tha t economic  benefits will be neutra l as the Shoreline Management Plan p rocess will ba lance these fac tors, 
taking  into acc ount the costs of defenc e measures. Where ca tc hment sensitive fa rming  is emp loyed  a long  the coast, ec onomic  impac ts should  be  
positive through pursuing  a  long  term, extensive app roach to improving  wa ter and  soil q uality. Although the remova l of intrusive fea tures a ppea rs to 
have little  wide r benefit, it is c entra l to  the qua lity o f the AONB. 
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AONB Historic  and Built Environment Objec tives 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As expec ted  the ob jec tives will positively benefit cultura l heritage  and  its re la tionship  to landscape setting . Impac ts on biod iversity and  soil a re  genera lly 
neutra l a lthough where histo ric  fea tures suc h a s vete ran trees a re  p ro tec ted , impac ts should  be positive. Ob jec tives to inc rease understanding  should  
se rve to  p ro tec t the wider cultura l landscape  in the long  term.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Management Plan Objec tives SEA Objec tives  
Historic  and  Built Environment 
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H1. Conserve a nd  enhanc e the 
historic  environment and  b uilt 
heritage of the AONB, 
recognising  the  historic  c ha rac ter 
of the  landscape  a s well a s the 
irrep laceab le  fea tures set within it. 

S+ 
 

N N N N N S++ S+ S++ N S+ N N S+   

H2. Inc rease knowledg e, 
understand ing  and  involvement 
in the historic  environment 

N N N N N N S+ S+ S++ N S+ N N S++ 
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AONB Historic  and Built Environment Polic ies 
 
Management Plan polic ies SEA Objec tives  
Historic  and Built Environment 
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H1a. Support the p rovision of ta rge ted  
a dvice , g rants a nd  assistance for the 
c onserva tion of the historic  
environment 
 

S+ N N N N N S+ N S++ N S+ N N S++ 

H1b . Promote furthe r understanding  
a nd  app lica tion o f Historic  La ndsc ape 
Charac terisa tion, Historic  Town Survey 
a nd  other cha rac te risa tion and  design 
tools 

N N N S+ N N S++ S+ S++ N N N N S++ 

H1c . Promote the use of, and  tra ining  
in, loc ally-d istinc tive  build ing  materia ls, 
styles a nd  trad itiona l skills to  p rotec t 
the  historic  c ha rac ter of settlements 
 

N N N N N N S++ N S++ N S+ N S+ S++ 

H1d . Support the development a nd  
use  o f the Dorse t Histo ric  Environment 
Rec ord  
 

N N N N N N N N S++ N N N N S++ 

H1e. Promote the recognition and  
integ ra ted  management of the 
historic  environment a t a  landscape 
sc ale 
 

S+ N N N S+ N S++ N S++ N S+ S+ N S+ 

H1f. Promote the maintenance , repa ir 
a nd  management of the AONB’s 
historic ally significant boundary 
fea tures 
 

S+ S+ S+ N S+ N S++ S+ S++ N S+ S+ N S++ 
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Historic  and Built Environment 
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H2a. Promote initia tives tha t utilise the 
historic  environment to eng age loc a l 
c ommunities to furthe r their 
understa nding  and  p ride in our rich 
heritage  

N N N N N N S+ N S++ N N S+ N S++ 

H2b . Enc ourage  the  reporting  of 
a rc haeo logic al finds  

N N N N N N N N S++ N N N N S++ 

 
 
Althoug h some o f the polic ies a re rela tively lim ited in p rovid ing  wider benefits to SEA ob jec tives, tools suc h as charac terisa tion and  p romoting  historic  
management a t the landscape  sc a le  will help  in integ ra ting  management w ith other themes. Whilst being  important to  the  ma nagement of the histo ric  
environment, p olices H1d , H2b , & H2c  have  limited  b enefit. There was not considered  any scope to  revise or b roaden these  polic ies. In taking  fo rwa rd  
many of the othe r polic ies, opportunities exist to invo lve volunteers.  
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AONB Land Management and Local Produc ts Objec tives 
 
 
Management Plan 
Objec tives 

SEA Objec tives  

Land Management and 
Local Produc ts 
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LM1. Ma inta in and  p romote 
the skills, p rac tices and  
businesses tha t deliver 
susta ina ble management of 
the countryside , c oast and  
sea . 

S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S+ N S+ S+ S++ S+ S+ S++ 

LM2. Support p roduc tion 
and  p rocessing  a nd  
inc rease marke ts for 
environmenta lly susta ina ble 
local p roduc ts. 
 

S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S+ N S++ S+ S+ S+ 

LM3. Improve  the  
management and  
conserva tion of soil and  
wa ter resourc es. 
 

S++ S++ S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S+ S+ S+ S+ N 

 
 
The p roposed  ob jec tives a re  p red ic ted  to deliver high level of environmenta l susta inability a s these appear to make  c lea r links between the landscape  
and  a ppropria te economic  ac tivity, as defined  in the secondary purpose of the designa tion.  
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AONB Land Management and Local Produc ts Polices 
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Ob jec tives  

Land Management and Local 
Produc ts 
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LM1a. Provide ta rgeted , 
integ ra ted  advice and  
support to land owners on 
manag ing  the sp ec ia l 
qua lities of the AONB 

S++ S++ S++ S+ S+ N S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S++ 

LM1b. Support and  p romote  
tra ining  to mainta in skills and  
enc ourage new entrants into 
app ropria te land  /  sea -ba sed  
sec tors. 

S+ S+ S+ N N N S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ N N S++ 

LM1c . Promote and  
enc ourage best p rac tice land  
management. 

S++ S++ S++ S+ S+ S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ 

LM1d. Promote  low  c a rbon 
and  c lima te change  a ware 
fa rming  p rac tic es 

S+ N S+ S++ S++ S+ S+ N N S+ N S+ S+ S+ 

LM2a.  Promote use of 
p roduc ts tha t a re loca l, 
ethica l and  environmenta lly 
benefic ia l. 

S+ S++ S++ S+ S++ S++ S+ N S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ 

LM2b. Promote the use of 
loca lly sourc ed  susta inable 
woodfuel, pa rticula rly in new 
development and  public  
build ings, and  pa rticula rly tha t 
sourc ing wood from estab lished  
woodlands w ithin the AONB. 

S++ S+ S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ N S+ S+ S++ S+ N S+ 
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Land Management and Local 
Produc ts 
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LM2c . Promote  and  support 
app ropria tely d esigned  and  
loca ted  c ommerc ia l ventures, 
pa rtic ula rly collabora tive 
enterp rises, whic h enhance 
the loca l environmenta l 
economy (e.g . machine ry 
rings, fa rm shops, food  
p rocessing / distribution 
fac ilities). 

S+ N N N N S+ N N N S+ S++ N S+ S+ 

LM3a. Support and  p romote  
measures to reduce diffuse 
and  p oint source  p ollution 
(from a ll sources: ag ric ultura l, 
domestic  and  industria l). 
 

S++ S++ S++ N N N S+ N N S+ S++ S+ N S+ 

LM3b. Promote sustainable 
management of wa ter 
resources. 

S++ S+ S++ N S++ N S+ N S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N 

LM3c . Promote  good  soil and  
resource management 

S++ S++ S++ N S+ N S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ 

 
Genera lly the  polic ies delive r a  high level of environmenta l susta inab ility a lthough c a reful c onside ra tion will be  req uired  to ensure  a ny ec onomic  ac tivity 
is c losely linked  to supporting  the AONB qua lities. Any impac ts from low c a rbon fa rming  depend  on the type  o f fa rming  p rac tice p romoted . For 
example, some p rac tices will c rea te less c a rbon d ioxide  than others and  a llow for bette r spec ies mig ra tion. SEA objec tives for the ec onomy, health etc  
should  benefit from the c a re ful management of soil and  wa te r resources to ensure  these a re able to meet future needs. 
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AONB Access, Enjoying and Learning Objec tives 
 
Management Plan 
Ob jec tives 

SEA Objec tives  

Ac cess, Enjoy ing and  
Learning  Ob jec tives 
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A1. All peop le  a re  a ble to 
enjoy, experience , benefit 
a nd  lea rn from the sp ec ia l 
q ua lities of the AONB in a  
susta inable way. 

N N N N N N S+ S+ N N S+ S++ N S++ 

A2. Ac cess and  travel in the 
AONB a re managed  within 
environmenta l limits. 
 

S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N N S+ S+ S++ 

A3. The spec ia l qua lities of 
the AONB underp in a  vib rant 
a nd  d istinc tive susta inable 
tourism sec tor. 
 

N N N N N N N N N N S++ S+ N S++ 

 
The assessment ind ica tes tha t the AONB ob jec tives for acc essing , enjoying  and  lea rning  will support SEA ob jec tives for human health through 
enc ouragement of ac tive and  healthy lifestyles and  the contrib ution of g reen sp ace to wellbeing , and  to the educa tion and  enjoying  objec tive for 
obvious rea sons. Effec ts on wide r SEA objec tives a re genera lly neutra l; the AONB ob jec tives a re  designed  to inc rease the susta inab ility and  
environmenta l contribution of acc ess and  tourism, however this has to be ba la nced  by the potentia l imp ac ts of visitor p ressure suc h as d isturbanc e, 
erosion and  tra ffic  impac ts. Measures to manage within environmental limits in A2 address this, though may in te rm a ffec t ec onomic  potentia l in the 
short term. 
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AONB Access, Enjoying and Learning Polic ies 
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Objec tives  

Ac cess, Enjoy ing and  Learning  
Polic ies 
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A1a. Promote g rea ter 
understa nding , awareness and  
enjoyment of the AONB’s 
spec ia l qua lities 

S+ N N N 
 

N N S+ S+ S+ N S+ N N S++ 

A1b . Understand  and  remove 
the physica l and  
p syc holog ic al b a rriers tha t 
p revent under rep resented  
g roups from accessing  and  
enjoying  the  c ountryside 

N N N N N N N N S+ N S+ S++ N S++ 

A1c . Promote recognition and  
utilisa tion of the AONB’s ro le in 
supp orting  health and  
wellbeing  

S+      S+  S+  S+ S++ N S++ 

A2a . Supp ort measures to 
improve c onnec tivity and  
func tiona lity o f the rights of 
wa y network 

N N N S+ N S+ N N N N S+ S++ S++ S++ 

A2b . Promote and  develop  a  
zoning  a pproac h to  the 
management o f the coasta l 
c orridor to  a id  visito r 
management 

S+ N N N S+ N S+ N S+ N N S+ S++ S++ 

A2c . Promote sustainab le  
inland  destina tions to sp read  
tourism benefits and  reduce 
p ressure on the coa st 

S+ N N N N N S+ N S+ N S++ S+ S+ S+ 
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Ac cess, Enjoy ing and  Learning 
Polic ies 
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A2d. Promote the  c rea tion 
a nd  management of g reen 
links between urban 
settlements and  the  
c ountryside 

S+ N N S+ S+ S+ S+ N S+ N N S++ S++ S++ 

A2e. Deve lop  and  p romote 
integ ra ted  susta inable travel 
op tions in the coa sta l c orrido r 

N N N S+ N S+ S+ N N N S+ S++ S++ S+ 

A2f. Support the  development 
o f sma ll sc a le marine-based  
transport a long  the coast to 
p rovide an alterna tive to the 
c a r 

N N N S+ S+ S+ S+ N N N S+ S+ S++ S+ 

A3a . Supp ort the development 
o f high quality susta inab le 
tourism tha t supports the local 
landsc ape and  ec onomy 

N N N S+ N N S+ N S+ S+ S++ S+ S+ S++ 

A3b . Supp ort the development 
o f visitor payback mechanisms 
tha t support AONB 
management. 

S+ N N N N S+ S+ N S+ N S+ N S+ S+ 

 
The assessment ind ica tes tha t AONB ac cess polic ies genera lly e ithe r support SEA objec tives or a re neutra l overall in their e ffec ts. Improving  the rights of 
way a nd  pub lic  tra nsport ne tworks should  benefit health, enjoyment and  economy but will a lso  reduce  tra ffic  pollution, c ongestion and  assoc ia ted  
environmenta l effec ts such as pa rking , whic h c an be intrusive in the landsc ape. Due  to the emphasis in AONB polic ies on imp roving  the overa ll 
susta ina bility of visiting  the AONB, effec ts on SEA environmenta l objec tives a re genera lly p ositive of neutra l. However, this will only be the case if polic ies 
a re imp lemented  with ca re. Inc reases in visitor p ressure could  degrade the  landscape  and  impac t on b iodiversity and  these impac ts should  b e 
assessed  and  addressed . Some AONB po lic ies have been revised  and  added  to a ddress this issue.   
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AONB Planning, Development and Infrastruc ture Ob jec tives 
 
Management Plan Objec tives SEA Objec tives  

Planning , Development and 
Infrastruc ture 
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PD1. Conserve and  enha nce 
the spec ia l qualities o f the rura l 
landsc apes and  histo ric  
settlements of the  AONB.  
 

S++ S+ S+ N N S+ S++ S+ S++ S+ N S+ S+ S+ 

PD2. Ac hieve high quality 
d esign to enhanc e the built 
environment of the AONB. 
 

S+ N S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ S++ S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ 

PD3. Remove, reduc e and 
a void  intrusive and  degrading 
fea tures to enhanc e the 
spec ia l qua lities of the AONB 
landsc ape. 
 

N N N N N N S++ S+ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

PD4. Reduc e the  g rowth and 
impac ts of tra ffic  on the AONB. 

S+ N N S+ N S+ S+ N S+ N N S+ S+ S+ 

 
Any potentia l c lima tic  benefits of ob jec tive  PD2 will depend  on the build ing  tec hniques and  type  o f ma teria ls used . In p romoting  high qua lity design, 
ma teria ls may no t a lways be the most environmenta lly friendly.  A b a lance  will need  to found  to ensure a  high q uality rea lm whilst exploring  eve ry 
opportunity to utilise susta inab le  ma teria ls and  techniques. A po tentia l economic  c onflic t with ob jec tive PD3 ma y a rise as the  c ost of removing  intrusive  
fea tures such a s high voltage powerlines may outweigh the wider environmenta l benefits in some ca ses, however this is addressed  a t implementa tion 
pha se.   
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AONB Planning, Development and Infrastruc ture Polic ies 
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Objec tives  

Planning , Development and 
Infrastruc ture 
  

B
io

d
iv

e
rs

ity
  

So
il 

q
u

a
lit

y 

W
a

te
r 

Q
u

a
lit

y 
&

 
R

e
so

u
rc

e
s 

 

C
lim

a
te

 
m

iti
g

a
tio

n
 

C
lim

a
te

 
a

d
a

p
ta

tio
n

 

A
ir 

La
n

d
sc

a
p

e
 

G
e

o
d

iv
e

rs
ity

 

C
u

ltu
ra

l 
H

e
rit

a
g

e
 

W
a

st
e

 a
n

d
 

n
a

tu
ra

l 
re

so
u

rc
e

s 

Ec
o

n
o

m
y 

H
u

m
a

n
 

H
e

a
lth

  

Tr
a

n
sp

o
rt

 

Ed
u

c
a

tio
n

 
En

jo
ym

e
n

t 
tr

a
in

in
g

 a
n

d
 

sk
ills

 

PD1a. Ensure tha t any 
nec essary development in 
the AONB is sensitively 
loc a ted and  sympathetic  in 
style, scale and  materia ls to 
loc al c ha rac ter. 

N N N N N N S++ S+ S++ N N N S+ S+ 

PD1b . Reta in c harac teristic  
fea tures and  restore /  
introduc e new charac ter 
fea tures through p lanning  
ga in where app ropria te to 
sc heme delivery 

S+ N S+ S+ S+ N S++ S+ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

PD1c . Support a nd  p romote 
a ppropria te  fa rm 
d iversific a tion schemes 
whic h help  contribute to the 
c onserva tion and  
enhancement of the AONB. 

S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N N N S++ N N S+ 

PD1d . Protec t the AONB’s 
p anoramic  views, tranquillity 
a nd  remoteness. 

S+ N N N N N S++ S+ S+ N N S+ N S++ 

PD1e. Reduce  the impac ts of 
wa ste management on the 
AONB, inc luding  tra nsport 
impac ts. 

N N N N N N S+ S+ S+ S++ S+ N S+ S+ 
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Planning , Development and 
Infrastruc ture 
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PD1f. Support approp ria te 
extrac tion in the AONB fo r 
the supp ly o f build ing  stone 
a nd  c lay for loc al b ric ks and  
tiles to mainta in loc al 
landsc ape c harac ter. 

N N N N N N S+ S++ S++ N N N N S+ 

PD1g . Promote the 
resto ra tion o f extrac tion sites 
to benefit landscape, 
b iodiversity and  geod iversity 
a nd  acc ess. 

S++ N N N N N S++ S++ S+ N N S+ N S+ 

PD1h. Promote measures to 
inc rease  energy e ffic ienc y. 

N N N S++ S+ S+ S+ N N S+ S+ N N S+ 

PD1i. Support renewable 
energy p roduc tion w here 
c ompatib le w ith the 
ob jec tives of AONB 
d esignation, taking into  
a ccount the rela tive sensitivity 
o f the land sc ape. 

N N N S++ S+ S+ C- N N N S+ N N S+ 

PD2a . Promote the use of high 
quality design, ma teria ls and  
standa rd s of workma nship  in 
a ll developments in the 
AONB 

N N S+ S+ S+ N S+ S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ N S+ 

PD2b . Promote susta inable 
c onstruc tion and  the 
c onsideration of c limate 
c hange mitiga tion and  
adap tation in a ll development 
and  infra struc ture 
management in the AONB. 

N N S+ S++ S++ S++ N N C- S++ N S+ S+ N 
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Planning , Development and 
Infrastruc ture 
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PD3a. Protec t the AONB from 
ina ppropria te development. 

S+ S+ N N S+ N S++ S+ S+ S+ N S+ S+ S+ 

PD3b . Protec t the quality of 
uninterrup ted  panoramic  
views into, w ithin and  out o f 
the AONB. 

N N N N N N S++ N S++ N N N N S+ 

PD4a . Promote the  p rovision 
o f g reen infrastruc ture and 
susta inable links to the 
c ountryside. 

S+ N N S+ N S+ S+ N N N N S++ S++ S++ 

PD4b . Promote self 
c onta inment of settlements 

N N N S+ N S+ S+ N N S+ S+ N S++ S+ 

PD4c . Promote and  develop 
mea sures to  reduce tra ffic  in 
the AONB. 

S+ N N S+ N S++ S+ N S+ S+ N S+ S+ S+ 

PD4d . Red uce urbanisa tion 
a nd  other nega tive impac ts 
o f highway management on 
the AONB. 

N N N N N N S+ N S+ N N N N S+ 

 
In genera l the AONB planning  polic ies either support o r ha ve neutra l effec ts on SEA objec tives. There a re  two po tentia l conflic ts noted ; these inc lude 
the potentia l imp ac ts of renewa ble energy deve lopment on the land sca pe. Given the purposes of the  AONB designa tion, the polic y has been 
developed  to p rovide a  balanc e between mitiga ting  c lima te  c hange whilst conserving  landsc ape  quality in line with the AONB objec tives. This polic y 
should  no t therefore pose a  threa t to the AONB and  is more like ly to  c onstra in the types of energy development tha t ca n take place . At 
implementa tion phase  suc h schemes will be sub jec t to their own SEA p rocesses. The other noted  c onflic t a rea  is tha t of susta inab le  c onstruc tion and  
introduc tion of c lima te  c hange measures into the built environment and  how this ca n be achieved  in the context of sensitive b uilt he ritage. Aga in, this 
will need  to  be ca refully considered  a t the imp lementa tion pha se . Po lic y PD1f could  have  environmenta l impac ts but the  a ssumption in the polic y is 
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tha t they would  be  minima l due  to their sma ll sca le and  ba lanc ed  by the benefits to  landsc ape charac ter. However, this would  need  to  be furthe r 
assessed  a t imp lementa tion phase through a ssessments as pa rt of the p lanning  p roc ess.  
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AONB Community Ac tion Objec tives 
 
Management Plan 
Ob jec tives 

SEA Objec tives  

Community Ac tion 
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C1. Grea te r involvement 
a nd  pa rtic ipa tion b y local 
peop le in ac tions to 
c onserve a nd  enhance 
the AONB. 
 

S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ 

 
 
The benefits of this ob jec tive  depend  to  la rge degree on the type  o f p ro jec ts tha t a re ava ilab le  for communities to be  involved  in and  the co-ordina tion 
of voluntee r efforts to ensure  opportunities a re maximised . Potentia lly, this ob jec tive will achieve a  high level of environmental susta inab ility and  should 
be encouraged  a t every opportunity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� 	 �

AONB Community Ac tion Polic ies 
 
 
Management Plan Polic ies SEA Objec tives  
Community Involvement 
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C1a. Develop  c o-
o rd ina ted  inc lusive 
voluntee r ac tivity to  
supp ort AONB 
management. 
 

S+ N N S+ S+ N S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ N S++ 

C1b . Promote  
opportunities for pa rish and  
town c ounc ils and  
c ommunity pa rtnerships to 
c onserve and  enha nce  
the AONB. 

S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ 

C1c . Support g rea ter loc al 
involvement in ac tions to 
c onserve and  enha nce  
the AONB 
 

S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S+ S++ 

C1d . Promote  and  support 
the ce leb ra tion and  
c onserva tion of loc al 
d istinc tiveness. 
 

N N N N  N S+ S+ S++ N S+ S+ S+ S++ 

C1e. Involve  loc a l peop le 
in monitoring  and  
reco rd ing  landsc ape 
c hange. 
 

S+ N N N S+ N S++ S+ S+ N N N N S++ 
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Community Involvement 
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C1f. Promote sustaina ble 
living  among  communities 
in the AONB to reduce 
impac ts on the loca l 
environment. 
 

S+ S+ S+ S++  S++ S+ S+ S+ S++ S+ S+ S+ S+ 

 

There appear to be no  c onflic ts with these polices a lthough through the SEA p rocess severa l have been deleted  or have revised  to  ensure  benefits a re 
maximised .  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



� 	 �

 17 Summary of Assessment 
 
 
 
17.1This chap te r summarises the main find ings of the SEA for the fina l AONB Manag ement 
Plan 2009-14.  
 
Overa ll Assessment  

17.2 Generally, the  b road  objec tives and  detailed  polic ies of the  AONB Ma nagement 
Plan support SEA ob jec tives or a re neutra l in ove ra ll effec t. The inc lusion of additional 
soc ia l and  ec onomic  sustainability ob jec tives within the appraisal framework ha s helped 
ensure tha t the  wide r impac ts o f the AONB plan have  been conside red . This revea led  a 
number of po tentia l c onflic t a reas, inc luding :  

·  AONB Land sc ape ob jec tives /  polic ies and c lima te c hange mitiga tion – some 
c lima te change mitiga tion measures, e.g . la rge sca le  wind  fa rms, could  conflic t 
with landscape  c onserva tion ob jec tives.  

·  AONB landsc ape  ob jec tives /  polic ies and economic  g rowth /  ac tivity – the high 
emphasis p laced  on land sc ape p rotec tion and  enhanc ement in AONB p olic y 
may impac t on economic  ac tivity. 

·  AONB marine  and  inter-tida l hab ita ts ob jec tives /  polic ies and c lima te c hange 
mitiga tion – AONB polic y c ould  constra in d evelopment o f offshore renewab le 
energy sc hemes. 

·  AONB coastal c hange ‘no ac tive intervention’  polic y and  c ultura l heritage – 
coasta l c hange ma y result in the loss o f some histo ric  fea tures. This c oastal 
change  polic y obviously could  have wider impac ts on communities and  the 
ec onomy. However, it was c onsidered  tha t impac ts on p roperty would  be 
conside red  in the  cost /  benefit analysis through the shore line  ma nagement p la n 
and  p lanning  p rocesses.  

·  AONB undeveloped  c oast ob jec tive /  polic y and ec onomic  g rowth – the  desire 
to reta in the undeveloped na ture of the coa st may c onstra in some economic  
tourism and  development ac tivity. 

·  AONB sustainab le c onstruc tion /  build ings po lic y and  cultura l heritage – there is a  
po tentia l c onflic t between the p reserva tion of historic  build ings and  the need  to 
mee t susta inab ility objec tives, e .g . sola r panels, m ini wind  turb ines etc  c an 
po tentia lly damage frag ile built struc tures and  a ffec t their cha rac ter. It c an also 
be  cha llenging  to  make  contempora ry susta inable build ings fit into historic  
settlements. 

·  AONB access and enjoyment ob jec tives /  polic ies and  landsc ape /  b iod iversity 
p rotec tion – the assessment noted  the need  to ca refully conside r the impac ts of 
ac cess, rec rea tion and  tourism on sensitive landscapes and  wild life. 

These find ings influenced  polic y re finement for the management p lan, detailed in the 
fo llowing  c hap ter. 

 

17.3 The itera tive p rocess of d ra fting  a nd  assessment of the  Management Plan has 
improved  the sustainab ility of the Plan with opportunities suggested  for improving  
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outc omes. In pa rtic ula r, the fo llowing  themes have  been inco rp ora ted  into  a  wide  range 
of topic  based  themes to help  d eliver SEA ob jec tives: 

·  Conserving  and  enhanc ing  landscape c harac ter, quality a nd  loca l 
d istinc tiveness; 

·  Taking  a  landsc ape approac h and  delivery o f multip le  benefits; 

·  Integ ra tion of terrestria l and  marine issues; 

·  Encourag ing  g rea ter awa reness and  involvement of a wide range of 
stakeholders and  c ommunities; 

·  Mitiga ting  a nd  ada p ting  to c lima te change. 

  

17.6 As a  result, c umula tive impac ts will genera lly be  ve ry benefic ia l for land sc ape, 
b iod iversity, cultura l heritage, c ommunities and  the rural ec onomy.  Through taking a 
land sca pe sc ale, stra teg ic  a pproac h to the many a reas of work, landscape  is c entra l to 
the p lanning  and  management of the AONB. 

17.7 However, it should  be  noted  tha t many of the potentia l benefits will be  dependant 
on the ability and  c ommitment of p a rtne r organisa tions to deliver AONB polic ies. The 
d ra ft AONB p lan notes some ac tions will be led by o the rs and  support must be p rovided 
by the  AONB team to he lp  deliver wide r benefits. Also, the  polic y framework lacks spa tia l 
foc us in most pa rt and  the true environmental benefit may not be  fully recognised  until 
the spa tia l ac tions a re delive red .  
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18 Changes made as a  result of the SEA & c onsultation and  
ongoing  monitoring 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Outcomes of the assessment and consultation 
 
18.1 The  d ra ft Environmental Report was subjec t to public  consulta tion for e ig ht weeks 
a longside  the  Dra ft AONB Management Plan. Substa ntia l comments were received  in 
re la tion to  the Plan itself; only one consultee (Wessex Wa te r) responded  with spec ific  
comments on the d ra ft Environmental Report. These comments welc omed the 
assessment and  ac knowledged  the complexity o f assessing  such a  wide rang ing  
stra tegy. There was a  c oncern tha t impac ts on water qua lity had  not fo rmed  pa rt of the 
assessment. The consultee a lso noted  tha t the scoring  seemed po tentia lly overly 
op tim istic  and  tha t the SEA should  highlight the potentia l tensions tha t may a rise during  
implementa tion. 
 
18.2 These  c omments, a long  with the many rec eived  about the p lan itself, were ca refully 
conside red  by the Partnership  and  revisions made acc ording ly. These  went b ack to the 
AONB Partnership  for final c onsulta tion. Fina l polic ies have also been assessed  aga inst 
SEA ob jec tives and  a re  p resented  in this report. 
 
Key changes made 
 
18.3 The  SEA was rewiewed  in response to  the  c omments received  and  revised  to make 
some of the  potentia l conflic ts and  tensions c lea rer.  
 
18.4 The  SEA, together with c omments rec eived  from stakeholders, resulted  in a  number 
of changes to AONB polic ies, summarised  in the following  pa rag rap hs. 
 
18.5. Tra nq illity and  sense  o f remoteness – the  SEA and  approp ria te assessment 
highlighted  the potentia l o f some polic ies, pa rticula rly those re la ting  to acc ess and  
tourism, to impac t on tranquillity and  the retention of a reas with a  sense  of remoteness. 
These qua lities a re important a spec ts of the  landsc ape but a lso p rovide benefits fo r 
b iod iversity, w ith some spec ies favouring  less d isturbed  a reas. This was reflec ted  in the 
revsion of la ndsc ape polic ies to inc lude  ‘L2c : Reta in and  enhance remote a reas within 
the AONB’. The zoning  polic y in the Coast a nd  seas and  Accessing , Lea rning  and  
Enjoying  c hap ters should  a lso help  to manage visitor p ressure more p ro-ac tively. 
 
18.6 The  potentia l c onflic ts between visito r p ressure  and  landsc ape /  b iod iversity SEA 
ob jec tives a lso highlighted  the  importanc e of b eing  ab le to monitor impac ts more 
effec tively. An ac tion to develop  a  monitoring  system and  ind ic a tors to identify 
environmenta l limits was added  in under the zoning  po lic y A2b . 
 
18.7 Wa te r qua lity and  resourc es – the  d ra ft AONB polic y framework was weak in 
supporting  this SEA ob jec tive . Po lic ies were added /  revised , w ith identified  ac tions a nd  
ind ica to rs, as fo llows: 

LM3a : Support and  p romote measures to reduce  d iffuse and  point sourc e 
pollution (from a ll sourc es: ag ricultura l, domestic  and  industria l). 

 LM3b : Promote sustainab le  management o f wa ter resourc es. 
 
18.8 The  a ssessment identified  a  conflic t between the need  fo r c lima te change 
mitiga tion a nd  the p rotec tion of the  landsc ape . This is not a lways the c ase, w ith many 
mitiga tion measures c omp atib le  with landsc ape conserva tion, however some measures 
(e.g . la rge sc ale wind  fa rms) ma y not be ac hievab le  without significa nt impac ts. The  
renewable energ y polic y for the AONB was revised  in orde r to resolve this c onflic t as fa r 
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as possib le, with a  g rea ter emphasis on energy effic ienc y, ac tive support of renewable 
tec hnologies and  schemes tha t a re compa tib le with the  landsc ape  (e.g . wood fuel from 
susta inably mana ged  loc a l wood land ) and  wide r sc hemes assessed  based  on 
land sca pe sensitivity. Where schemes would  have significant adverse  impac ts they 
would  genera lly be  rega rded  as c ontra ry to AONB polic y, though this would  be assessed  
on a  c ase  b y case basis through the  planning  system ra ther than through a  generic  
AONB polic y sta tement. The AONB Pa rtne rship  feels tha t this is p rovides an ap propria te  
fra mework to assist dec ision making , taking  na tiona l polic y and  legisla tion for AONBs into 
ac c ount. 
 
18.9 The  a ssessment a lso identified  the po tentia l for measures to p ro tec t the AONB’s 
land sca pe, b iod ive rsity a nd  heritage to c onstra in economic  d evelopment. This will 
a lways be  a  tension for management o f an AONB and  ultima tely the purposes of the 
designa tion a nd  legisla tive  /  polic y fra mework assoc ia ted  with it will influence how this 
p lays out. The  SEA ob jec tive tha t has been identified  for the economy is for economic  
development within environmental limits, recognising  the need  to ma nage a nd  p rotec t 
the environmenta l asse ts tha t underpin much o f the rura l ec onomy. With this emphasis, 
AONB polic ies support the ob jec tive  more than might be expec ted .  The focus on ac tive 
support fo r ec onomic  ac tivity tha t c omplements AONB environmenta l ob jec tives 
p rovides a  more ba lanced  a pproac h.  
 
Monitoring 
 
18.10 The sc oping  sec tion of this doc ument p rovides baseline and  trend  information and  
ha s been used  to  underpin development of ob jec tives for the a rea . There is a  need  as 
pa rt o f the AONB p rocess to monitor the impac ts of imp lementa tion o f the AONB 
management p lan.  
 
18.11 Two types o f monitoring  will be  undertaken: 

1. Performanc e monitoring  – this will be reported  annually and  will assess delivery of 
ac tions /  outputs aga inst the  ma nagement p lan ta rgets. This will foc us pa rticula rly 
on those a reas being  led  b y the AONB Pa rtnership  but will a lso  a im to inc lude  
ac tivities being  led  by others. 

2. Condition monito ring  – this will inc lude  da ta  c ollec tion against the  identified  
ind ica to rs set out in this doc ument. These indic a tors p rovide some measure of the 
sta te of the AONB’s environment, ec onomy and  communities. This will be 
reported  less freq uently due to  the na ture  o f the da ta  but a  report will be  
pub lished  a fter 3 yea rs of p lan delivery to chec k the situa tion. Any notable 
adverse  c hanges in the ind ica to rs ma y p rompt a  c hange in p rio rities for ac tion. 

 
AONB Cond ition Indic a tors inc lude the fo llowing : 
 
SEA TOPIC Ind icators 

Condition of SSSIs and  SNCIs 
Hab ita t and  spec ies (e.g . fa rmland  b irds, butterflies) monitoring  throug h 
Biodive rsity Partne rship  

Biod iversity 

Agri-environment Sc heme coverage 
Pollution inc idents 
Chemica l and  b io logica l wa ter quality 

Water 

Ba thing  wa ter quality 
Air a nd  c lima te  Number of a ir qua lity monitoring  a reas dec la red  
 Renewab le energy insta lled  capac ity 
Landscape Countryside Quality Counts da ta  
Geod iversity Condition of RIGS 
Waste  LAA waste p erfo rmance indic a to rs 
Cultural heritage Monuments /  build ing s a t risk 
Human hea lth Number with long  term lim iting  illness 
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Transport Tra ffic  g rowth 
Educ a tion, 
enjoyment, tra ining  
& skills 

Qualific a tions da ta  for 16-74 year o ld s 

Ec onomy Percentage of working  popula tion employed  /  unemployed  
 
 
 
Conc lusion 
 
18.12 The assessment has looked  in de tail a t the impac ts of AONB objec tives and  polic ies 
on a  range of environmenta l objec tives. In add ition to the basic  requirement set out in 
the regula tions and  Na tura l England ’s guidance, the a ssessment ha s a lso looked  a t a  
number of wider susta ina bility ob jec tives. In genera l, the AONB polic ies support the  
identified  SEA /  susta inab ility ob jec tives fo r the a rea , as would  be expec ted  from a n 
environmenta l p lan. The SEA p rocess ha s been help ful in identifying  tensions and  gaps to 
be  ad dressed , supporting  development o f a  more robust polic y framework for the AONB. 
A number o f changes were made  to the AONB management p lan to  improve its fit w ith 
the SEA ob jec tives. Monitoring  will be undertaken to assess the  impac ts of p lan 
implementa tion. 
 
 
 
 


