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1 Introduction

The Dorset AONB

1.1 Areas of Outganding Natural Beauty or ‘AONBsS are our nations finest landscapes. They are
nationally and internationally important and receive protection to safeguard their specialcharacter
and qualities. The primary purpos of the desgnation is to ‘conserve and enhance the natural
beauty’ of the AONB.

1.2 In pursuing thisprimary purpose, account istaken of the needsof agriculture, forestry, other rural
indusgtries and of the economic and social needsof local communities. Particularregard ispaid to
promoting sustainable formsof social and economic development that in themselvesconserve and
enhance the environment.

1.3 Desgnated in 1959, the Dorset AONB covers42%of the County and stretchesfrom Lyme Regisin
the West to Poole Harbourin the ead. Itisa diverse landscape ranging from open chalk downland,
intimate river valleysand pagoral farmed valesto intemationally important heathlandsand a World
Heritage coagline.

The Dorset AONB Management Plan

1.4 The Dorset AONB Partnership isundertaking a formal review of the statutory Management Plan
forthe AONB. ThisPlan, adopted by the local authorities, setsout the policiesforthe AONB and how
they will be delivered. The current plan runsuntil Marc h 2009, by which time a revised plan must be
in place. For more information on the AONB and the Management Plan process please e
www.dorsetaonb.org.uk




Strategic Environmental Assessment

1.5 An important part of the processin developing the Management Plan isto ensure it will deliver a
high level of environmental protection and enhancement. A Srategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) achieves this aim by providing a sructured process through which the activities proposed
underthe Plan are tesed against agreed environmental criteria.

1.6 A Srategic Environmental Assessment must be undertaken as part of the review of the AONB
Management Plan. Basd on guidance recently produced by Natural England and the
Government Office for the South We4, thisdocument detailsthe scope of the SEA framework and
the predicted effects of the Draft Plan. In addition to addressng the environmental impacts of the
plan, the A will also highlight the main social and economic considerationsin order to cover all
aspectsof sustainability.

The overallaimsof the SEA processare:

To provide a high level of environmental protection and enhancement whilst balancing
relevant economic and social considerationsin the preparation of policiesand actions;
To make the Management Plan as sustainable as possible by ensuring that relevant
sustainable development principlesare fully integrated into all sagesof plan and policy
making;

To allow stakeholders and the public to have an input into its production through
conaultation; and

To provide an environmental, (economic and social) audit at appropriate stagesof the
Plan process.

1.7 The five sagesin the SEA processthat an AONB Partnership must undertake are:

A. Context, Baseline and Scope

B. Assessment

C. Preparation of Environmental Report (ER)

D. Consultation and Review

E Monitoring
Sage A - Soping
1.8 A Soping Report wasprepared which st out the proposed approach to inform the Assessment
process. The draft Scoping Repornt was published for a five week consaultation with the satutory
environmental agencies Natural England, English Heritage and the Envimnment Agency, along with
local authoritiesand otherinteresed groups.
1.9 Thisstage identified the key issuesbased on the envionmental baseline data, associated trends
and relevant plansand policies. Envionmental and relevant social and economic objectiveswere

then set out which willbe used to test AONB objectivesand policiesduring the assessment stage (B).
A summary of the scoping sage ispresented in the following chapters.



Sage B—Assessment and policy refinement

1.10 The objectivesand policies set out in the draft AONB management plan are assesed againg
the SEA objectives defined through the scoping report. The tegsing of each draft objective and
policy wasoverseen by an independent group of expertsto help ensure thisprocesswasasrigorous
as possble. Where any negative effects were identified, policies were revised as appropriate to
help ensure the Plan ishaving the best possible effect.

Sage C - Draft Environmental Report

1.13 The BJ SEA Directive requires that an Environmental Report (ER) must accompany the draft
Management Plan during the public consultation stages. The Directive makesprovison forthe ERto
describe any shortcomings in information and identify where new research isrequired. This ER sets
out the likely effects on the environment of the Draft AONB Management Plan based on the
information aspresented in the Scoping Report.

1.14 This identifies were proposals will have a postive impact, a neutral effect or negative. Where
negative effects gill remain after revising a policy, suggestions for mitigating the effectshave been
put forward. Commentson the assessnent were presented for consultation as part of the overall
management plan consultation process.

Sage D —Consultation and Review

1.15 Commentsand suggestionsarisng from the Public Consultation on the draft Management Plan
have been considered by the AONB Partnership Board. Changes and improvements have been
made,basd on a revieed assesanent of theirenvironmental effects.

1.16 The SEA Regulationsalso require the AONB Board to publish a Post Adoption Satement which is
contained at the back of this final report. This describes how the environmental consderations
arisng from the SEA, the Environmental Repornt and the consultation were taken into account in
revising the final Plan.

Sage E- Monitoring the Plan

1.17 The environmental effects of the Plan will be monitored to help ensure the proposed actions
and policies are having the desred outcome. The indictors as identified in the SEA scoping repornt
along with other relevant data will be used to assess the environmental impact of the plan asit is
implemented. Thisisan ongoing processto ensure the best possble, up to date data isavailable.



Overview of the review process

Figure 1



Habitat Regulations Assessment

1.18 The review of the Management Plan hasal been subject to a sparate Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA) under another European Directive (92/43/EEC), referred to
as the Habitats Directive. This looked at potential impacts on Natura 2000 stes. This is
available as a separate document from the Doret AONB Partnership
(www.dorsetaonb.org.uk).



2. oping

The Soping Report

2.1 Thisstage st out the scope and level of detail to be contained in this Environmental
Report and how thiswould shape the ongoing AONB Management Plan review process.
The following stageswere taken to form the scoping report:

Review ofdocumentsand objectives

2.2 In reviewing the AONB Management Plan, a host of other plans and programmes
and their associated objectives need to be consdered. Thisis a key stage in the SEA
process to identify any problems and issues that the plan should aim to address by
developing appropriate policies, objectivesand actions. The issues and targets arising
from the review of these documents are used to identify the objectives for the SEA
appraisal framework.

2.3 The documentsreviewed cover international, national, regional and local agendas.
Thisfocuseson the key plansand programmesthat are relevant in stting the context for
the future planning and management of the AONB. The review of these documents
focuses on the environmental issues relevant to the AONB and the wider social and
economic themeswhich underpin the wider sustainability of the AONB.

Baseline and Trends

2.4 As part of the SEA scoping process, it isimportant to have a clear picture of the
cumrent and future state of the AONB. Itisuseful to also look at the information in context
with Dorset, the Suth West AONB's and England as a whole where available. This
information provides the bass for prediction and monitoring of environmental and
sugtainability effects, helps to identify problems and alternative ways of dealing with
them.

2.5 Forcenain aspectsof the envionment, predicting the future stuation will be difficult,
e.g. biodiversity and landscape. But where possble the appraisal will attempt to take
account of existing and future pressureson these environmentalresources.

2.6 The baseline data conssts mainly of indicators and quantitative information, but
where possble qualitative information backed up by reasoned evidence from initial
AONB stakeholder meetingshasbeen included.

2.7 In terms of the data collected, sufficient information will be required to answer the
following quegionsthroughout the assessment process:

What isthe current stuation?

Do trendsshow that it isgetting betterorworse?

How faristhe current situation from any esablished thresholdsortargets?

Are any particular senstive or important aspects of the AONB environment
affected?

Are the problemsreversble orirreversible, permanent ortemporary?



How difficult would it be to offset orremedy any damage?
Have there been significant cumulative or synergigic effects over time? Are
there expected to be such effectsin the future?

Limitations of the data

2.8 Some of the information gathered isgeneric to the whole county and it issometimes
not possble to get information at the AONB level. The baseline data describes the
current dgtuation in the AONB, where data iscurently available and often how thingsare
changing overtime. It isimportant to remember that it does not explain why trends are
occurring and the sscondary effects of any trends. There is a risk that looking at only a
limited number ofindicatorscan smplify or distort the situation.

2.9 The data collection isnot entirely complete forthisearly stage in the process but it is
envisaged that through this consultation exercise and asthe process continues, more
information will become available to fill the gaps. Due to the iterative nature of the
processit isalso likely that future stagesof the appraisal may identify further areaswithin
the baseline data that need to be collected and monitored. Thiswill be carried out as
and when appropriate.

2.10 The collection of data hasalready begun and it will be kept up to date s that it
forms reliable current information which will also form an important element of the
regularstate of the AONBreport.

Issues

2.11 The key environmental issues for the AONB have been identified in the following
way:

Through the information gathered in the document review;

Analysisof data in the baseline assessment;

Feedback from the initial sagesofthe management plan review workshops.

2.12 Itisimportant to note that where an issue ispresented undera particulartheme, this
may also relate to anothertheme and should notbe assessd in isolation.

2.13 For ease of presentation, the document review, baseline, trends, issues and
objectiveshave been presented underthe following themes

Biodiversity

Soil

Water quality& Resources
Airand climate
Landscape

Geodiversity

Waste & Natural Resources
Cultural Heritage

Human Health

Transport

Education, Enjoyment, Training and Skills
Economy



Consultation

2.14 As a gatutory requirement, the draft SEA scoping framework was submitted to the
statutory consultation bodies Natural England, English Hertage and the Environment
Agency for their input. A number of comments on the scoping report have helped in
shaping thisEnvironmental Report. In particular, objectiveshave been refined and made
more concise along with the incluson of indicatorsto help make the monitoring process
more meaningful. A seering group has helped in making recommendations to the
ongoing development of thiswork, ensuring that an independent view isbrought to the
assessment.



3 Biodiversty

3.1 Baseline Data

The Dorset AONBislocated in one of the mog diverse counties for biodiversty interes. Its
complex geology and landform, maritime influence and geographical location,
underpinsan ecologicallyrich landscape. Speciesinclude:

Nearly 90% of British birds;
Allamphibiansand reptiles;
85% of British mammals;
80% of British butterflies;
70% of British dragonflies.

The importance of the AONB for biodiversty is demongrated by its wealth of
international, national and county sitesof wildlife imporance:

SAC -4.3%of total AONB area
SPA - 5.1%of total AONB area
NNR-1.1%of total AONB area

Stesof Secial Sientific Interest (SSH)
Totalarea - 11176.2ha
9.9%oftotal AONB area
Total stes—73 (covering 1526 separate management units)

AONB Stesof Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI)
Total sites - 655
Total area —6399ha

Ancient woodlands(2000)
AONB - 3465.6ha/3.07% of AONB area
Dorset - 7749.6ha /2.92%of county area

Woodland types

Woodland types in 2000
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3.2 Policy Overview

The Birds Directive (79/409/EEC), 1979 - Provides a framework for the conservation of wild
birdsin Europe. The Directive requiresthe identification of Soecial Protection Areas (SPAS)
to conserve rare orvulnerable species.

The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), 1992 - Aims to ensure biodiversity by conserving
natural habitats of wild fauna and flora. It requires Special Areas of Consrvation (SACS)
to be identified which, together with SPAs, form a network of protected areas called
Natura 2000.

EU 6th Environmental Action Plan, 2002 - The 6th EAP takes a broad look at the
envionmental challenges and provides a strategic framework for the Commisson®
environmental policy up to 2012.

PSA agreement - Target of 95%forall SS3'sin favourable condition by 2010

Wildlife and Countryside Act (as amended), 1981 - Requires certain species to be
protected

The Conservation Regulations (and amendments), 1994 - Trangpostion of The Habitats
(92/43/EEC) and Wild Birds (79/409/EEC) Directivesinto UK law

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, 2006 - Establishment of Natural England,
Commisson for Rural Communitiesand various Rghtsof Way provisions

UK Biodiversity Action Plan, 1994 - The Govemment's response to the Convention on
Biological Diversity at the Earth 1992 Summit in Rio de Janeiro which describesthe UK's
biologicalresourcesand commitsa detailed plan forthe protection of those resources.

Working with the Grain of Nature: A Biodiversity Srategy for England, 2002 - Stsout a
series of actions that will be taken by the Government and its parners to make
biodiversty a fundamental consderation acrossallmain sectorsof public policy.

PPS 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation HMSO, 2005 - Planning, construction,
development and regeneration should have minimal impacts on biodiversty and
enhance it wherever possble and that should meet interational responsbilities and
obligationsfornature conservation.

SW Regional Woodlands and Forestry Framework 2005- 2015 Thisreport id entifieshow the
southwest can benefit more from itswoods and forests, and how the role of custodian
can be improved and nurture the regionswoodsand foressinto the future. The specific
actions required are contained in a sscond document. The AONB Management Plans
are seen asa key delivery mechanism forthisstrategy.

South West Biodiversity Action Plan The South Weg Regional Development Agency, 2006/
South West Nature Map South West Biodiversty Partnership, 2004 - The Action Plan
containsactionsfor 12 speciesand 18 habitat typeswith objectivesand targets Nature
Map was produced by the South West Regional Biodiversty Partnership (SNVRBP). It
selects landscape scale blocks of land, known as Srategic Nature Areas (SNAS), to
improve habitat networksand to sustain wildlife within them. The SNA'swhich fall entirely
or partly within the AONB include:
- Woodland

Neutral Grasdand

Purple MoorGrassand Rush Pasture

Chalk Grassand

Lowland Heath



Limestone Grasdand
Coadgaland Hoodplain Grazing Marsh
Maritime Cliff and Sope
Fen
Wet Woodland
River Corridor
Reedbed
Arable
Parkland
Chalk Sream

- Acid Grasdand

Atarget of 20%coverage of each habitat type isset foreach SNA

Distribution of priority habitats

Dorset Woodlink Strategy (2008) Dorset Woodlink Srategy - A countywide strategy for the
management of Dorset’s trees, woods and foreds. The strategy has a target of no net
loss of woodland cover. This may include the feling of plantations where heathland
habitats maybe affected whilst new planting where this is characterigic of landscape
character. Area based targetsare currently being developed.

Dorset Biodiversity Strategy Dorset Biodiversty Partnership, 2003 - Links into National
Biodiversty Action Plan (UK Biodiversity Action Plan Seering Group, 1994) and The EC
Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (79/09/EEC of 2 April 1979)]. A mechanism to
trandate national targets into practice reflecting and promoting the conservation of
wildlife characteristic to a particularlocality. N.B. thisdocument iscurrently under review
and will be incorporated into the SEA processwhen appropriate. The targetsrelevant to
the AONBare:



MAINTAIN

RESTORE

EXPAND

Ensure no loss in the
extent or quality of
the following habitat*

Natural Area with the
greatest potential for
restoration and
expansion

Secure sympathetic
management of
remaining resource*

Re-establish habitat of SNCI
quality*

Lowland calcareous
grassand

Ides of Portland and
Purbeck

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

25 ha by 2010

South Wessex Downs

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

100ha by 2010

Wessex Vales

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

10ha by 2010

Lowland acid

grassand

dry

Blackdowns

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

2ha by 2010

Dorset Heaths

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

40ha by 2010

Wessex Vales 30% by 2005 5ha by 2010
100% by 2015
Lowland meadows Blackdowns 30% by 2005 5ha by 2010

Dorset Heaths

Ides of Portland and
Purbeck

South Wessex Downs

100% by 2015

Wessex Vales

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

10ha by 2010

Coadal & floodplain
grazing marsh

Dorset Heaths

South Wessex Downs
Wessex Vales

New Fores

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

100ha by 2010 (of grazng
marsh / reedbed / fen)

Reedbeds Solent & Poole Bay 30% by 2005

Wessex Vales 100% by 2015
Fens Dorset Heaths 30% by 2005

Ides of Portland and | 100% by 2015

Purbeck

Wesex Vales
Lowland heathland | Dorset Heaths 100% by 2010 1000 ha by 2010
(including valley | Wessex Vales 5 ha by 2010
mire)
Purple moor grass | Blackdown 30% by 2005 15ha by 2010

and rush pastures

Wessex Vales
South Wessex Downs
Dorset Heaths

100% by 2015

Wetwoodland

Dorset Heaths
Wessex Vales

50% by 2010

Increase total area through
planting and natural
regeneration: 10ha by 2015

Lowland beech and

South Wessex Downs

50% by 2010

No target set

yew
Lowland wood | Dorset Heaths Restore Expand habitat: 25ha by
pasure and | Ises of Portland and . . 0 2010
parkland Purbeck habitat: 100%

Wessex Vales by 2010
Lowland mixed | Al Natural Areas in | 50% by 2010 Expand habitat: minimum
deciduouswoodland | Dorset 1000ha by 2015
Ensure no loss in the | Natural Area with the | Secure sympathetic | Re-establish habitat of SNCI
extent or quality of | greatest potential for | management of | quality*

the following habitat*

restoration and

expansion

remaining resource*




Ancient & /orspecies
rich hedgerows

All Natural Areas in
Dorset

50% by 2005
100% by 2010

No target set

Cerealfield margins

Ides of Portland and
Purbeck
South Wessex Downs

150ha by 2010

No target set

Chalk streams Dorset Heaths Restore water quality, | N/A
South Wessex Downs | flows and habitat
diversty on SX's by
2010
Maritime cliff and | Lyme Bay 30% by 2005 Provide a minimum 10m
dope South Dorset Coast 100% by 2015 buffer: 100% of World
Heritage site for 2010
Coadgal vegetated | Lyme Bay Restore quality of | Establish demongration ste:
shingle South Dorset Coast damaged or | 1 new site by 2015
Solent & Poole Bay degraded shingle
habitats where

natural regeneration
isunlikely: by 2010

Coadalsand dunes

Solent & Poole Bay
South Dorset Coast

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

Encourage new dunes to
accrete: 5ha by 2015

Coadal saltmarsh

Solent & Poole Bay
South Dorset Coast

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

Mud flats

Lyme Bay
South Dorset Coast
Solent & Poole Bay

30% by 2005
100% by 2015

Create new Coadal
saltmarsh & mudflats: 20ha
by 2015

Saline lagoons Lyme Bay 30% by 2005 Establish demonstration
Solent & Poole Bay 100% by 2015 lagoon: 1 new site by 2010
Seagrassbeds Lyme Bay Assess feadbility of | [Further survey  required
South Dorset Coast restoration of | before targetcan be set]
Solent & Poole Bay damaged or
degraded seagrass
bedsby 2010

The following habitatshave maintenance targetsonly

Ensure no loss in the
extent or quality of
the following habitat.

Natural Area where
habitat occurs

Ensure no loss in the
extent or quality of
the following habitat.

Natural Area where habitat
occurs

Littoral chalk

Lyme Bay
South Dorset Coast

Tidalrapids

Lyme Bay
Suth Dorset Coast

Qublittoral chalk Lyme Bay Mud habitatsin deep | South Dorset Coast
South Dorset Coast water
Sabellaria alveolata | Lyme Bay Qublittoral sands and | Lyme Bay

reefs

South Dorset Coast

gravels

Suth Dorset Coast
Solent & Poole Bay

Sabellaria spinulosa | South Dorset Coast Brittlestarbeds South Dorset Coast

reefs

Maer beds Lyme Bay Mytilusedulisbeds Lyme Bay
South Dorset Coast South Dorset Coast
Solent & Poole Bay Solent & Poole Bay

Sheltered muddy | Lyme Bay

gravels South Dorset Coast
Solent & Poole Bay

3.4 Trends

Historical losses and fragmentation of important characterigic habitats,

particularly chalk grassand and lowland heathland and associated species;




Extent of Calcareous Grasslands 1946

Extent of Calcareous Grasslands 2006

SSS condition is generally increasng through targeted conservation efforts.
Although around 60% of SSS'sare in good condition, approximately 40%of these
are in unfavourable condition. Trends in 2005 indicate that about 25% are
recovering; however significant areas require treatment to improve condition.
One of the key isues for SS39's in the Dorset AONB is the need to restore



heathland habitats, either through scrub encroachment orthe removal of conifer
plantations.

SSSI condtion 2005
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Fawourable Unfawourable  Unfawourable  Unfawourable Part Destroyed
(declining) (no change) (Recowering)

condtion

Ancient woodlands - Snce recordsbegan, 44 Ancient woodlands sites covering
nearly 140ha of the AONB have been cleared (2003).

(source F.C. Woodland Inventory)

Agri-environment schemes have supported and encouraged farmers and land
managers to deliver biodiverdty and other benefits however changes to
schemes and funding levels mean that some land previoudy covered may no
longerqualify forsupport to previouslevels.




Coverage of agri-environment schemes
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(Source: DEFRA 2006)

Total payments for Environmental Sewardship Schemes 2007-2008

Organic Entry Level Scheme and Entry Level Scheme £1,804,263.46
Higher Level Scheme £1000467.75
Grand total £2,804,731.20

Many species have suffered considerable declines over the lag 50-100 years,
while some species continue to decline (e.g. many famland and woodland
birds), other specieshave made a comeback (e.g. otter, Marsh HFitillary) and for
others Dorset remains a stronghold though they have declined elsewhere (e.g.
watervole).

Key farmland bird species- summary of numberof tetradswithin AONB:

Secies 1987-1994  1999-2000 | % change
Corn Bunting 64 31 -51.7
Grey Partridge 73 10 -86.3
Lapwing 63 15 -76.2
Linnet 181 54 -70.2
Sylark 175 55 -68.6
Turtle Dove 15 0 -100
Yellowhammer 175 78 -55.5

(Source: Wildlife Counts 2007)



Butterfly indicator speciesnumberof 1-km squaresfor:

% change | Dorset Dorset % change
AONB AONB 1995-1999 | 2000-2004
Secies 1995-1999 | 2000-2004
AdonisBlue 101 134 +32.7 143 171 +19.5
Slver-studded Blue | 27 31 +14.8 134 83 -38.1
White Admiral 14 10 -28.6 57 55 -3.5
Dark Green Fiitillary | 82 56 -31.7 135 89 -34.1
Marsh Hitillary 35 55 +57.1 51 89 +74.5
(Source: Wildlife Counts2007)
Brown Hare

Distribution of Brown Hare 1980-1999 334 - 1-km ¥
Distribution of Brown Hare 2000-2004 178 -1-km sq

%change -46.3

3.5 Issues

The loss and fragmentation of habitats have often left wildlife populations in
isolated pockets making them lessviable in the long term and lessable to adapt
to change;

Lack of management threatens remaining areas of habitat, due to poor
economic returnsfrom grazing and wood products;

Diffuse and point source pollution, dltation and low river flows threaten aquatic
habitatsand species;

Invasive introduced species are out-competing native species and damaging
habitats;

Climate change is altering habitat compostion and affecting species;, some
areas of habitat may be log, e.g. salt marsh, lagoons etc due to sea level rise;
some specieswill benefit from the changing climate, while others will be pushed
northwards.

3.6 SEA Objective

To conserve and enhance biodiversity

3.7 Indicators - SSS condition and indicator species



4 ol

4.1Baseline Data

Agricultural Land Classification

-3%
- 15%
- 49%
- 14%
- 9%
- 5%
- 5%

The AONB hasa diverse range of soil typesunderpinned by a complex geology. These
range from the free draining infertile sils around the heathlands in the ead, the
calcareoussnilson the central chalk to wetterheavy claysin the west.

4.2 Policy Overview

‘Soil: a precious resource®(EA 2008) strategy for protecting, managing and restoring soil.
This will help usundertake ourrolesand regonsibilities for soil efficiently and effectively.
The gtrategy highlightsour prioritiesfor soil and the actionswe will take.

Environment Act (1995) - Creation of the Envionment Agency and its associated
functionsto protect soil from pollution.

RDPE axis 2 2007-2013 (improving the countrysde and the environment) — protect natural
resources(soiland water)

Soil management plans—measuresto protect and enhance soilundercrosscompliance

4.3 Trends

Much of the AONB is typified by thin low grade soils. The shift from pasture to arable in
the 20t Century increased rates of =il eroson, reducing the quality of farmland and
causng problems on highways and in watercourses. Soil management measures are
now promoted through crosscompliance and agri-environment schemes.



4.4 Issues

Soilerosion and associated impacts

Reduction in soil diversity and health

Some of the few areas of high grade agricultural land have been log to
development

Limited funding for Higher Level Seward ship

4.5 SEA Objective

To protectand improve the quality and diversity of soils



5 Water Quality & Resources

5.1Baseline Data

Pollution incidentsin the AONB
2002 - 127

2003 - 97

2004 - 100

Bathing water quality - %omeeting imperative sandard
1990 - 93

1995 - 100

2000 - 87

2005 -100

Rivercatchmentsin and around the AONB

The following catchmentsfallwholly or partly within the AONB:

Poole Harbour, Poole to Weymouth Coas, Weymouth to Bridport Coast, Lyme Bay, Birit,
Asker, Bride, Hooke, Upper Axe, Smene, Lim, Wey, Cattigock, Sydling water, Frome
(Dorset Upper), Frome (Dorset Cerne), South Winterbourne, Devils Brook, Stour (Dorset
Middle), Lydden, Yeo (Somerset), Piddle (Lower), Fome (Dorset Lower), Tadnoll (Brook),
Bere, Parot Headwater Stream.



Catchment Abstraction Management Areasand major aquifers

Surface and ground water Nitrate vulnerable zones

Levelsof water stress



Biological and chemical water quality by district

Biological Water Quality - North Dorset

Chemical Water Quality - North Dorset
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5.2 Policy Overview

The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), 2000 - Aims to protect and enhance
Europe’s water envionment. Its main objectives are to improve water quality and
resource use, reduce flood risk and improve aquatic habitats for wildlife. Establishes a
framework for the long term protection of inland surface waters, transtional and coagal
waters and groundwater. The Framework’s implementation in the UK also covers alien
invasive species, including aquatic and marginal plants, invertebratesand fish. Nearly all
inland and coadal watersare required to reach ‘good’ satusby 2015.

Nitrates Directive (91/676/EC) 1991 - This aim of the Nitrates directive isto reduce and
prevent waterpollution caused by nitratesfrom agricultural sources.

Environment Act (1995) - Creation of the Envionment Agency and its associated
functionsto protect water from pollution

River Basin Management Plans River Basn Management Planswill set out in general terms
how the water environment will be managed. They will also provide a framework for
more detailed decisonsto be made.
Each plan wil include information on the characteristics of the Rver Basn District, a
summary of the significant pressuresand impactsupon water bodiesand the economics
analysis of water use, and a summary of the programmes of measures required for the
River Basin District to achieve Water Famework Directive objectives.
The planswill:
Establish a strategic plan forthe long term management of the River Basn Digtrict
Set out objectives for water bodies and in broad terms what measures are
planned to meet these objectives
Act as the main reporting mechanism to the European Commission South Weg River
Basn and Svern River Basin Planning — Consultation has reached report stage on
“Ygnificant water management issues’. Out for consultation until January 2008. FHnal
versionsby 2009.

Draft drought plan for South West Region South Wessex Area (EA 2006) setsout: the area’s
drought management structure, the drought monitoring that will be undertaken by the
area, the drought management actionsthat the area drought team may need to take
and the triggers for these actions, how the area dealswith drought permit and drought
order applications, the area’s drought communications actions, including reporting
during a drought.

Areas of water stress: final classification (EA 2007) Report setting out where: a) the current
household demand forwaterisa high proportion of the current effective rainfall which is
available to meet that demand; or (b) the future household demand forwaterislikely to
be a high proportion of the effective rainfall which islikely to be available to meet that
demand.

The Frome, Piddle and Purbeck Catchment Abstraction Management (EA 2007) sets out
the dsrategy for water resources at the local level. The vison for the Frome, Piddle and
Purbeck Catchment Abstraction Management Srategy (CAMS) isto ensure that thisvital
resource ismanaged in the mog sustainable and effective manner possble. Protection
of the environment is a priority in view of the numerous biodiversity desgnations in the
Catchment.



River Fome Water Level Management Plan (EA 2006) provides a means of integrating
water level requirementsfor a range of measuresto protect and improve the Wareham

meadowsand Fome SSS's.

Catchment Abstraction Management Strategies (for all catchments) (EA 2007) describes
the water resource availability in the area and the way we will manage the resources
through abdraction licensng overthe next sx years.

5.3 Trends

Chemical and biological water quality are generally improving although
chemical quality in North Dorset is &ill an issue;
Although water abstraction rates from increased development are increasng,

water gressisnot a significant issue.
Climate change is altering rainfall patterns, with more storm events which cause
flash floodsand lesssugtained winter rainfall to recharge the aquifer—impactson

waterresourcesuncertain;
Climate change and resultant higher sea temperaturesmay affect bathing water

quality.
5.4 Issues

Diffuse and point source pollution affecting watercoursesand groundwater;

Low flowsdue to overabstraction;

Loss of flood storage due to built development and intensve agriculture on
floodplainsleading to localised flooding;

Climate change likely to increase storm events and may impact on aquifer
recharge.

5.5 SEA Objectives

To sustainably manage and safeguard water quality and resources

5.6 Indicators - biological and chemical water quality, Percentage of bathing waters
with ‘excellent’ or‘good’ water quality



6 Air and Climate

6.1Baseline Data

Air Quality Data:

North Dorset
Nitrogen Oxides- 0.64 tonne s km2(2005)
Air Quality Management Areas (2006) - No AQMA’s
Air Quality Objectivesbeing met

Purbeck
Nitrogen Oxides- 0.94 tonne s km2 (2005)
Air Quality Management Areas (2006) - No AQMA’s
Air Quality Objectivesbeing met

West Dorset
Nitrogen Oxides- 0.61 tonne s km2(2005)
Air Quality Management Areas (2006) - AQMA to be set up in Chideock (2005)
Air Quality Objectivesnot being metin three areas (2005)

Weymouth
Nitrogen Oxides- 0.37 tonnegkm2  (2005)
Air Quality Management Areas- No AQMA'’s (2006 data)
Air Quality Objectiveswillbe met (2006 Data)

Renewable energy:

% Renewable Energy Eectricity
AONB - 0.08407 (MW)3
Dorset -2.52 (MW)3

Renewable Energy Themal
AONB - 0.0765 (MW)3
Dorset - 0.31

Co2 emissions 2005

Total (000® per capita
tonnes) (tonnes)
District/Boroug h
North Dorset 479 7.7
West Dorset 861 10.1
Purbeck 449 9.3

Weymouth 316 5.0



Domestic Hectric consumption 2003-4

1,604 GWh of electricity (up from 1,600 GWh in 2003) and 4,911 GWh of gas (up from
4,360 GWh in 2003) was sold to domesgtic consumersin Dorset in 2004. Thisaccounted for
15%and 16%ofthe totalregional salesrespectively.

An average of 4,765 kWh of electricity wasused perdomestic meter point in the county
of Dorset in 2004 (a 1% decrease from 4,814 kWh in 2003). Average domestic electricity
consaumption was highedg in West Dorset with 5,335 kWh (12% higher than the county
average). Weymouth & Portland had the lowest average consumption with 4,246 kWh
(11%lowerthan the county average). An average of 19,300 kWh of gaswasalso used by



domesgic sourcesin Dorset in 2004 (an increase of 2% on 18,985 kWh in 2003). Average
domegic gasconsumption was highest in East Dorset with 21,644 kWh (12% higher than
the county average). Weymouth & Portland had the lowest domestic gasconsumption

with 17,429 kWh (10%lowerthan the county average).

County 2003 2004 % change
Comwall 6,175 kWh 6,152 kWh Decline 0.4%
Devon 5,041 kWh 5,055 kWh Increase 0.3%
Somerset 5,249 kWh 5,378 kWh Increase 2%
Dorset 4,814 kWh 4,765 kWh Decrease 1%
Wiltshire 4,641 kWh 5,368 kWh Increase 16%
Gloucestershire 5,176 kwWh 5,182 kWh Increase 0.1%
Former Avon 5,415 kWh 4,654 kWh Decrease 14%
Domestic Gasconsumption

County 2003 2004 % change
Comwall 14,790 kWh 16,866 kwh Increase 14%
Devon 17,248 kWh 17,643 kWh Increase 2%
Somerset 17,403 kWh 18,207 kWh Increase 5%
Dorset 18,985 kWh 19,300 kWh Increase 2%
Wiltshire 18,809 kwWh 19,532 kWh Increase 4%
Gloucestershire 18,571 kWh 19,440 kWh Increase 5%
Former Avon 18,478 kWh 19,163 kWh Increase 4%




6.2 Policy Overview

The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(adopted December 1997). The Protocol came into force in February 2005. Developed
countries that have ratified the protocol are committed to reducing their emissions of
greenhous gases UKtargetto cut emissonsby 12.5%of 1990 levelsin 2008-2012

Sustainable Energy Act, (2003). Provison for the development and promotion of a
sustainable energy policy for the United Kingdom. The Act sets a number of targets
relating to energy efficiency and renewable energy generation.

The Air Quality Srategy for England, Wales and Northern Ireland, (2000). Setsout policies
and limitsforthe management of ambient air quality.

The UK Climate Change Programme, (2006). A cross cutting programme to tackle
climate change domestically and to sscure agreement on action to reduce global
greenhouse gasemissons.

Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Act, (2006). To enhance the UK®&contribution to
combating climate change. Itisalso aimsat alleviating fuel poverty and scuring diverse
and long-term energy suppliesforthe UK.

Dorset Local Transport Plan (2006) Setsout a five strategy to improve the local transgport
network with an emphasds on reducing emissonsthrough promoting alternativesto car
use, particuladly where poorairquality exigts.

Regional Renewable Ehergy Strategy for South West England 2003 -2012

The vision for Renewable Energy in the South West is,

“to maximise the social, enviornmental and economic benefits of renewable energy
through the integration of renewable energy into mainstream policy and practice at all
levelswithin the region.”

Thisgtrategy identifiesthree areaswhere a regional focusisrequired:

» Deploying renewable energy on the ground

» Developing skilsand awareness

» Building the South West renewable energy industry

It incorporates a practical action plan for each of thes areas including timesales,
suggegionsfortarget audiencesand indicatorsformeasuring success.

AONB Management Plans need to waysto address the regional focus identified in this
strategy.

"Warming to the idea" SNVCCIP scoping study on sea-levelrise: Update to esimatesof net
sea-level change for the UK (regions). UKCIP has updated data from the UKCIPO2
Sientific Report that providesegimatesofregional net sea-levelchange.




Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Renewable Energy Strategy
The strategy hasfouraims, which are to:
- Maximise the potential forlocal economic benefit and diversfication
Faciltate renewable energy development that is appropriate to Dorset®
environment and communities
Encourage a high degree of community involvement, understanding and benefit
from usng energy more efficiently and developing Dorset® renewable energy
resources
Enable Dorset to play its part in reducing greenhouse gas emissons in line with
local, regional, national and international targets
The strategy proposesactionswithin six priority areas, namely:
Developing positive planning policiesforrenewable energy
Developing biomassenergy and renewable energy from waste in Dorset
Increasng application of sustainable energy in buildings
Raising awarenessand understanding about sustainable energy
Developing community renewable energy initiativesand exemplars
Researching and developing new areasforaction on susainable energy
County target - 64-84 MW forall renewablesby 2010

6.3 Trends

Although the trend for renewable energy provison and the us of more sustainable
building materialsisgradually increasing, global demand forresourcesand trangort are
also increasng with associated risesin carbon dioxide emissions.
Key impacts of climate change for the South West
The region isbecoming warmer and by the 2050saverage temperaturesmay be
asmuch as3.5°C warmerin summer;
High summer temperatures are becoming more frequent, and very cold winters
are becoming increasngly rare;
Wintersare becoming wetter (a 5 - 20%increase isexpected by the 2050s), whilst
summersare becoming drier (10 - 40% decrease by the 20509);
Relative sea level continuesto riee, and could be asmuch as80cm higher by the
2080s;
Changes to insurance coss and coverage are expected, in particular in
vulnerable geographic areasoreconomic sctors
6.4 Issues

Increasng emissonsfrom transport, building and industry

The need to mitigate and adaptin all sectorsto climate change

The need to meet renewable energy targetsin Dorset with potential visual impact
oflarge scale schemes

The under utilisation of public transport and non-cartravel options

6.5 Objectives
To protectand improve air quality

To reduce greenhouse gasemissionsthat contribute to climate change
To adaptto climate change

6.6 Indicators- Numberof AQMAsdeclared, numberofrenewable energy ingallations



7 Landscape

7.1 Baseline Data

The Dorset AONB Landsape Character Assessment & Management Guidance
‘Conserving Character identifies 34 character areas covering 12 landscape types with
management guidance:

Condition summary by landscape character area



Management strategy by landscape type:

Open chalk downland - conserve the diginct downland landscape of open broad rolling
hills and gentle sopes. There should be an emphasds on restoring the condition of the
characteristic featuresand habitatsto increase visual unity and make the combination
and pattem of elementsmore distinct.

Chalk ridge/escarpment - conserve the historic character, uninterrupted landfom,
tranquillity, strong open syline and the digtinct mosaic patterning of woodland, scrub
and chalk grasdand and to seek opportunities to resore and enhance habitats and
historic features.

Chalk valley and downland - conserve the strong pattern of existing features, whilst
restoring woodlandsand meadows, chalk grasdandsand boundary features.

Clay valley - conserve and restore the intimate pattems of grasslands, woodlands, field
boundariesand nucleated settlements.

Lowland heathland - consrve and enhance existing open heathland habitats and
restore important former heathland sites. Enhance the balance of other heathland
mosaics through improved management of scrub. Protect important woodlands that
mitigate intrusve developmentsand provide forstrategic recreation.

Valley pasture - conserve the strong open character and visual unity of the valley.
Conswve and regdore features and the diversty of ssmi-natural habitats such as wet
woodlandspastures, watermeadows, and boundary features.

Limestone plateau - conse e the srong open character. Restore the imporntant features
of imestone grasdands and stone field boundaries across the plateau and ensure new
built development respectslocalcharacter.

Ridge and vale - restore the characteristic features of grassands and field boundaries
along the coast and re-create and improve the urban fringe landscapes with new
woodland planting, greenspace provision and reduce the impact of urban fringe
landuses.

Rolling wooded pasture - conserve the diverse intimate wooded pastoral character. The
key featuresthat unify the landscape must be conserved such asthe woodland blocks,
dens hedgerows and the presnce of sattered trees Enhancement of many key
features, such asthe hedgerowsand characteristic rural winding lanesisalso required to
enhance the sense of continuity acrossthe landscape.

Coastal grassland - conserve the open and undeveloped coasal character whilst
enhance the characterigic featuresof rough coagal grassandsand reeds. Reduce the
impact of vistorbased development.

Clay vale - conserve the patterns that contribute to the rural, tranquil landscape of
winding lanes and small scattered settlements. Restore elementsin decline such asthe
hedgerowsand hedgerow treesand narrow corridorof wet woodlands.

Wooded hills - conserve the intimate, undeveloped and pastoral appearance and
protect the wooded character. Ongoing protection of hedgerows, rural lanes small
scale pastures, open skylinesand settlement characterare important considerations.
Limestone hills - conserve parkland landscape and the intimate character of the incised
valleys and the wooded hillsdes. Replant new hedgerow trees and enhance
management of existing woodland.

Undulating river valley - consrve the open floodplains wet woodlands and damp
meadows with enhancement and restoration of hedgerows and hedgerow trees.
Protect the surrounding open rural countryside from furtherintrusve development.



Tranquillity CPRE (2005)

Tranquillity score —13 out of 87 county councilsand large urban areas

Light Pollution

1993 2000



Area disturbed by noise and visual intrusion (CPRE 2007)

Region Early 1960 | Early 1990 | 2007 - % of | % %
- % of|- % of|region change change
region region 1960’s- 1990's -
1990’s 2007
England 25.53 40.56 49.90 58.91 23.02
South Wes | 14.62 30.14 42.46 106.19 40.87
Dorset 9.72 25.38 38.86 161.06 51.14

County




7.2 Policy Overview

European Landscape Convention (came into force March 2007). A convention aimed at
raisng awarenessand the protection, management and planning of alllandscapes.

Countryside and Rights of Way Act, (2000). Confirmation of the role of AONB's, satutory
production of AONBManagement Plansand improved countrysde access.

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, (2006). Establishment of Natural
England, Commisson for Rural Communitiesand various Rghtsof Way provisions

The Rural Strategy, (2004) Srategy to raise the quality of life and the environment in rural
areasby:

" Delivering affordable housng.

“Improving local transport/accessbility.

" Enhancing the value and natural beauty of the countrysde.

The Ehvironmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC), 2002. Provides a strategic approach to
controlling environmental noise. It requires strategic noise mapsto be drawn up along
major roads major railways and major airports. Action plans have to be prepared to
manage noise issues. The first round of UK action plansisdue on 18t July 2008.

Natural England Strategic Direction Natural England, (2007). Four strategic outcomesof:

A healthy natural environment
Qugainable use of the natural envimnment
A secure environmental future

Enjoyment of the natural environment

Planning Policy Statement 7: SQugtainable Development in Rural Areas, HMSO (2004). To
support thriving rural communitiesand busnesses, while protecting the wider countryside
from unnecessary building development.

7.3 Trends

Countryside Quality Counts (1999-2003 AONB)

This national project uses eight key data setsto assess how the landscape ischanging
according to the vidon foreach Joint Character Area. Further information can be found

at www.countrysidegaulitycountsorg.uk. The next round of change is currently being
refined to ensure betteranalysis. The Dorset AONB, the landscape isjudged to be:

Diverging 0%
Enhancing 14%
Maintained 33%

Neglected 52%



Snce the 1960’s, the AONB and surrounding landscape has experienced a
significant loss of tranquillity. In particular, noise and visual intruson hasincreased
at a greaterrate than the regional and national average.

Between 1993 and 2000, light pollution hasincreased around major settlements
and roadswhilst it appearsto have reduced in the rural areas, particularly in the
west.

Between 1999 and 2003, many changes in the key characteristics have been
inconsistent with the vision. Changes in woodland planting, loss of pasures to
arable and settlement growth have been the mog significant changes.

7.4 Issues

Smallincremental changeseroding landscape character

Loss of tranquillity

Light pollution

llegal fly tipping and litter

Intrusve elementsand development with negative visualimpacts

The need to plan positively forlong tem change

Lack of funding formanagement of landscape features

Potential impactson landscape characterofrenewable energy schemes
Increasng equine development eroding landscape character

Growth in urban fringe development impacting on surrounding development

7.5 SEA Objective

To conserve and enhance the characterand qualitiesof landscape

7.6 Indicator- CQC assessment



8 Geodiversty

8.1Baseline Data

Numberof RGS-40
Numberof geological SS9 - 13

Principle building stonesby parish




8.2 Policy Overview

Planning Policy Statement 9 includesmeasuresforthe consrvation of geodiversity.

Natural foundations: geodiversity for people, places and nature (English Nature/LAR,
2006) A drategy for undersanding, protecting and integrating geology into wider
planning and management.

Dorset and East Devon Local Geodiversity Action Plan (DCC 2004) aims are the
conservation and enhancement of the geological resource, providing guidance to the
planning authorites on sugainable policies in the geological context, increasng
appreciation and understanding of the geological heritage of the area.

Dorset & East Devon World Heritage Ste Management Plan and variousrelated strategies
(2003) The Ste Management Plan hastwo aims: to demongrate how the management
required to protect and properly conserve the Ste in the long-term will be implemented;
to set out the local implications of Word Heritage Ste status, and identify appropriate
policies and actions which will achieve benefits from the designation for the public
underganding of the Ste, and to the localeconomy.

8.3 Trends
Reduction in the numberof small-scale quariesproviding local building stone
8.4 Issues
Limited accessto inland geodiversty forresearch and education
Need forimproved management and conservation of geological sites
Imported and inappropriately used building stone

Ec onomic restrictionsto small scale quarrying

8.5 SEA Objective

To conserve and enhance geodiversity

8.6 Indicator—condition of RIGS



9 Waste and Natural Resources

9.1 Baseline Data

% waste recycled

North Dorset 37
Purbeck 39
West Dorset 35
Weymouth 40

Active mineral workings

Numberof active mineral workings 35



Waste Performance indicators




9.2 Policy Overview

The Waste Strategy for England and Wales, (2000) - Satement of Government policy on
sugtainable management of waste and resources.

Improve busnessuse of energy

Simulate investment and cutcods

Simulate new, more efficient sourcesof power generation

Cut emissonsfrom the trangporn sector

Promote betterenergy efficiency in the domestic sector

Improve energy efficiency requirementsof the Building Regulations

Continue the fall in emissionsfrom agriculture and forestry

Ensure the public sectortakesa leading role.

Agricultural Waste Regulations, (2006) - Regulations on the storage and removal of
agricultural waste.

Regional Waste Strategy for South West — Rubbish to Resource

2004 — 2020 - The Regional Waste Strategy sets out the ‘South West Vision for Waste:
Minimum Waste, Maximum Benefit'. This work will contribute to the Regional Fatial
Srategy. ThisVison wassupported by the region. It says: “The South Weg willbecome a
minimum waste region by 2030, with households and busnessesmaximisng opportunities
forreuse and recycling”

The Waste, Energy and Minerals Group are leading on the development of the Regional
Waste Strategy. Its consultation with partners, the waste industry and other interested
parties will help in the preparation and review of the policies of the RPB on wase. It will
also comment on the regional implications of the national waste srategy, and monitor
the preparation of Waste Local Plans.

The Waste Srategy aimsto ensure that by the year 2020 over 45% of wase isrecycled
and reused and lessthan 20% of wagste produced in the region willbe land filled

The Srategy identifiesa numberof key areasforaction by the people of the region and
by organisations Adopting the ‘waste hierarchy’ so that:

* we seekto reduce the amount of waste we all produce

* we reuse asmuch aspossble

* we recycle

* we recoverasmuch value aswe can from what isleft

*Only asa lastresort do we dispose of the left overwase and then we should:

» Alwaysdispose of waste asclose aspossble to where itisproduced

» Make sure we always look for solutions which give the best practicable outcome
environmentally

» Work together across geographic boundaries for more effective solutions to wase
issues

Dorset Minerals Local Plan Formspar of the development plan.

" Policiesand proposalsto meet regional mineralsapportionment and demand for other
mineralsbalanced against the environmentalimpact

A Municipal Waste Management Srategy for Dorset 2003 Local gsrategy to guide all
important decisons and commitments conceming waste management. Zero wase
principlesand the proximity principle

" Self sufficiency, green procurement and matrket development

LDFto be produced within the context of:

" All Dorset authorities will adopt a green procurement and waste management policy
within 3 yearsof the date thisstrategy ispublished (2003)

“Adoption of the wage hierarchy

“Recycling and composting statutory target 2005/06 of 40%



" Recovery of 67% by 2015/16, resulting in priority to recover energy from waste in the
future

"3 stream wage collection system by 2010

" Mechanical Biological Treatment to be the preferred option for reddual wasge, in turn
providing electricity

9.3 Trends
Recycling isincreasing and waste to landfillisreducing
Wage overthe last yearshasgrown at 4% perannum
Over the last 12 years, wage to landfil has increased dightly in every
digtrict/borough expect West Dorset
9.4 Issues
Location of waste stesand associated transportimpacts
Recycling facilitiesand servicesare regricted in some partsofthe AONB

Extraction of mineral resourcescan impact on landscape and environment

9.5 SEA Objective

. To ensure sustainable use of natural resourcesand minimise waste

9.6 Indictor —Waste performance indicator



10 Cultural Heritage

10.1 Baseline data

Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM’s)

Total numberof monuments— 1070
Buildingsat risk — 4
SAMSat risk (Dorset) 1045

Registered Parksand Gardens



Totalnumberof parksand gardens- 17

10.2 Policy Overview

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the historic environment — protection and
enhancement of the higoric environment.

Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and planning - sets out the Secretary of
Sate®policy on archaeological remainson land, and how they should be preserved or
recorded both in an urban setting and in the countrysde

Strategy for the Historic Environment in the South West, English Heritage

(2004) This Srategy setsout a vison for the future management of hisorical assetsin the
Southwedt, identifying areas where action isneeded. It aimsto raise awareness of the
importance of the historic environment in our everyday lives It aimsto assst decison-
makersacrossthe South Wes —the historic environment should be seen asa key strength
of the region, one that isfundamental to sustainable development.

South West Culture Strategy - In search of chunky Dunsters

Culture South West (2000) thisdocument setsout Culture Southwes’s mission, vison and
four grategic themes. An action plan at the end of the document detailsthe areasfor
actionundereach theme, the objectivesand the milesonesthat have been reached.

Dorset Cultural Strategy 2003 — 2008 Dorset County Council (2003) Promoting mental and
physcal wellbeing of resdents. Simulating participation in lifelong leaming, supporting
and celebrating cultural diversity, sustaining the natural and manmade environment,
ensauring equal access, social incluson and self-reliance, underpinning the local
economy including rural areas, developing the voluntary sector.

Dorset Heritage Strategy Dorset County Council (1999) 6 themesof:
Identification: to identify, catalogue and record those elements of the heritage
which combine to provide ouressential sense of time and place.
Conservation: to ensure that those assets which contribute to our current
knowledge and enjoyment of the county are conserved and pased on to
succeeding generationsin at least asgood a condition asthey were passed to
us.
Interpretation: to provide high quality information and education facilities to
promote a wide understanding, appreciation and empathy with our heritage
assets.
Management: to promote senstive sewardship of the large range of natural and
man-made heritage assetsin ways which ensure the preservation of their quality
and diversty.
Access: to ensure that all who wish to have physical or intellectual access to
heritage assetsare able to do so consstent with the conservation objectives.
Community Involvement: to encourage and support local organisations
concerned with protection of the heritage.

10.3 Trends

Current trend towards arable, or at least away from dairy. Possble impact on
below-ground archaeology, and lossredundancy of historic buildings. HLS
becomes less attractive, particularly the historic environment options. Biofuels
seem ratheron/off atthe moment, but concem iflarge scale.

104 Issues
The weakness of the information base relating to the hisoric environment,

particularly archaeology. Compounded by hisorical underresourcing of the
Historic Envionment Record.



Lack of recognition and recording of more difficult monuments means that the
eadly recognised and easly undersood monuments tend to dominate when it
comes to statutory protection. So, there tends to be less recorded/protected
areas away from the chalk and not in arable - generally areasto the west and
north of the AONB. This doesn®mean there isless there, just that it hasn®been
recognised.

Particular thematic @apstare woodland, farm buildings, rural industries (including
thingslike watermeadows). I@h describing these asbeing gapsin ourinformation,
but they are also areasof potential conflict in termsof woodland management,
building converson/re-use etc, and the information vacuum doesn®help. Roads
are anotherone -the roadsthemselves, and thingslike milestonesetc.

Lack of awareness of, and availability of guidance on, best practice amongs
landownersmanagers, pariculardy in so far as it impinges on the higoric
environment.

Lack of community engagement with the historic environment. Lots of interest
and enthusasm, but we need to provide more opportunities for local
engagement and understanding, and enable individuals and communities to
participate in the recognition, recording, and valuing (on their terms, not
necessatily ours) of the hisoric environment.

Local materialsforbuilding etc. Local capacity building re skillsetc.

Where archaeological monuments in particular are the focus for recreational

activity, it tendsto be a select few, which givesrise to difficulties re eroson etc.
More joined-up providon re footpaths, information, packaging of routesetc.

10.5 SEA Objective

To conserve and enhance and enhance the historic and cultural environment

10.6 Indicator — SAM condition, buildingsat risk



11 Human Health

11.1 Baseline Data

The 2001 Censusincludes two measures of ‘health’. In one measure respondents were
asked to rate their general level of health over the lagt twelve monthsas ‘good’, ‘fairly
good’ or ‘not good’. The other measure wasto ask repondents whether they (in their
opinion) had a limiting long-term illness (LLT). LLT covers any long-term illness, health
problem ordisability that limitsdaily activitiesorthe work a person can do.

Perception of health overthe 12 monthspreceding the Census(numberofpeople)

Dorset AONB South West
Good Fairly good| Not good |% not good Good Fairly good | Not good |% not good
Urban 17,651 7,016 2,609 9.6 2,218,568 742,285 287,789 8.9
Rural 29,749 9,693 3,327 7.8 1,174,981 373,193 131,626 7.8

Source table from the Census. UV20 General health

Occurrence of limiting long-term illnesses (LLT) (number of people)

Dorset AONB South West England
No LLTI LLTI % with LLTI No LLTI LLTI % with LLTI | % with LLTI
Urban 21,321 5,956 21.8 2,651,662 596,977 18.4 18.2
Rural 34,910 7,863 18.4 1,384,738 295,057 17.6 17.0

Source table from the Census: UV22 Long-term limiting illness

Numberofpeople providing unpaid care

Dorset AONB % providing some unpaid care
1to 19 20 to 49 50 or more
hours per hours per hours per Dorset AONB South West
week week week
Urban 2,141 316 537 11.0 9.7
Rural 3,754 482 760 11.7 10.7
Towns 651 102 159 11.3 10.1
Villages 2,343 316 454 11.7 10.9
Dispersed 760 64 147 11.9 11.4

Source table from the Census: UV21 Provison of unpaid care

A study on the ‘Use of Countrysde Assets by Under Represented Groups in the South
West (Downs, Haffey & Hodgson, 2007) identified key under-represented groupsin and
adjacent to the Dorset AONB. The sudy identified Bournemouth, Weymouth and
Taunton askey areasfortargeting information about disablesaccessin the Dorset AONB,
though Yeovil and Glastonbury also had areas with the 20% highes ratios in England.
Boumemouth, Weymouth, Bridport, Taunton and Bridgwater all have areas with the
highest 10% mental health ratiosin England.



11.2 Policy Overview

The Dorset Community Srategy 2007 — 2016 identifiesa number of priorities for health and
well-being in Dorset, including:
- Reduction in obesty
Improved health in vulnerable groups
Provison of better opportunities for active physcal recreation, healthy food and
healthierworkplacesand schools
Increased levels of participation in active living through sport and environmental
activities
Better mental health and wellbeing through strong, supportive communities
Health protected from majorincidentsand envionmental hazards

11.3 Trends

Obesdty levelsare increasing, particularly in children
Accessto healthcare hasbecome more difficult in rural areasdue to poor public
transport

11.4 Issues
Obesdty and otherhealth issuesarisng from low levelsof physcal activity
Inaccessbility of healthcare servicesforpeople in ruralareas
Climate change may increase health issues for vulnerable groups due to higher

summertemperatures

11.5 SEA Objective

To improve human health and well being of the population

11.6 Indicator—numberwith long term limiting illness



12 Transport

12.1 Baseline Data

Data from the 2001 Census shows that car dependency is higher in the Dorset AONB
than in the South Wes Region asa whole: 25% of houssholdsin the region have no car,
while in the Dorset AONB thisdropsto 15%. Within the AONB, there isa split between the
urban and rural areas, with 21.6% of households in the urban areas having no car
compared to just 11%in the rural areas.

Public transport provision —rural servicessurvey

Geographical access to srvices is a major issue in the AONB, with mog of the area
falling in the worst 20% nationally:

12.2 Policy Overview

The Dorset Community Strategy setsa number of priorities for accessbility in the county,
including:
- A range of access and transport solutions that are safe, efficient and fair and
encourage a greateruse of altemnativesto the car;
Access and transport solutions that take account of the differing needs of
individualsand communities;
Ensure efficient public trangport through a range of providers including, where
appropriate, the voluntary and community sector to achieve sustainable access
solutions; and
Improved access to serwices including shared service provison and the
development of delivery pointswithin the community.



Developing the Regional Transport Strategy (2004) The Regional $atial Planning and
Transport Group hasbeen formed to oversee the preparation of the satutory Regional
S atial Srategy (RSS). The RSSwill incorporate the Regional Trangornt Srategy.

Dorset Local Transport Plan (2006) Setsout a five strategy to improve the local transgport
network with an emphasds on reducing emissonsthrough promoting alternativesto car
use, particulady where poorairquality exigts.

12.3 Trends

The rate of traffic growth in Dorset hasdecreased but it isstill growing

Sewvicesin many areascontinue to close though farm shopsin some areasare
taking on a wider service role forrural communities

Demand regponsve transport is developing in many areas and may help
provide a more locally tailored public transport option.

12.4 Issues

Pooraccessto srvicesincreasescardependency and reducesopportunitiesto
accesshealthcare,employment, education and leisure opportunities;

High car dependency and limited public transport increases environmental
impactsoftraffic, including carbon emissions

12.5 SEA Objective

To promote sustainable travel, accessand transport options

12.6 Indicator —traffic growth



13 Education, Enjoyment, Training and ills

13.1 Baseline Data

Qualifications

In Dorset AONB, 24.9% of the people aged 16 to 74 have no academic, vocational or
professonal qualifications, compared to 26.2% in the SN Region. 57.8% of the people
with no such qualificationsare in rural partsof the AONB.

Percentage of people aged 16 to 74 with each level of qualification in the AONB and the
rural part of the Govemment Office Region.

30

25

20

Percentage of people

No Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4/5 Other
qualifications qualifications /
level unknown

B Urban Dorset AONB @Rural Dorset AONB [JRural South West

Source table from the Census: UV24 Qualifications

13.2 Policy Overview

Dorset Community Strategy includes a prionty to deliver ‘improved skills base,
development and employability of the workforce’.

Regional Economic Srategy The South Wes Regional Development Agency (2006) The
Regional Economic Srategy provides a framework for all economic development
activity in the Suth West of England. While the South West Regional Development
Agency has a key role to play in developing the Srategy, it is one of many partners
involved in its implementation. The strategy aimsto give a framework in which public,

private and community bodiescan plan and work towardscommon objectives.

13.3 Trends

Ruraland traditional land management skillsare dying out



13.4 Issues

Small rural land-based busnesses are often ‘hard to reach’ for training provision
(BusinessLink Wessex percomm.)

Some businessesreport that they are unable to find skiled employees

Employment sectorsthat are significant in the rural partsof the AONB (land-based
sectors, tourism) are often asociated with a low skillsbase

13.5 SEA Objective

To increase awareness, skills, accessibility, understanding and enjoyment of the
environment

13.6 Indicator - Percentage of people aged 16 to 74 with each level of qualification



14 Economy

14.1 Baseline Data

Economic growth isgenerally lowerin Dorset than regionally or nationally.
Average annual growth 1999-2004:

UK 5.5%
South West 5.9%
Dorset 5.0%

GrossValue Added (GVA) perresidentisbelow the national average:

UK 100
South West 94
Dorset 72

Dorset’srate of new busnessformation isbelow average:

UK 9.7%
South West 8.7%
Dorset 7.7%

National Statistics Socio-Economic Classification (NS-SeC)

People aged 16 to 74 are classfied according to their type of occupation usng the
National Satigics Socio-Economic Classification.

Percentage of people in the AONBaged 16 to 74 by NS S C classfication

W Not Classified

O Never worked and long-
term unemployed

@ Routine occupations

0, u
60% W Semi-routine occupations

[ Lower supervisoryand

40% -+ technical occupations

O Small employers and own
accountworkers

Percentage of people aged 16 to 74

m Intermediate occupations

[ Lower managerial and
professional occupations

Urban Rural Urban Rural

m Higher managerial and
Dorset AONB South West professional occupations

Source table from the Census: UV31 National Satistics Socio-economic classfication
Economic activity and average number of hoursworked

Inrural Dorset AONB 37.2% of people aged 16 to 74 are economically
inactive. 57.8% ofthose people are retired, 9.8% are students and 17.6% are
looking after the home or family.

In comparison 38.4% of people aged 16 to 74 are economically inactive in urban

Dorset AONB and 33.1% are economically inactive in rural
parts of the Government Office Region.

Percentage of people aged 16 to 74 by economic activity



Rural
South West

Rural
Dorset AONB

Urban
Dorset AONB

T T T T T
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

T
100%

m Economically active:
Employee

m Economically active:
Self-employed

@ Economically active:
Unemployed

o Economically active:
Other

O Economically inactive:

Retired

W Economically inactive:

Other

Source table from the Census: UV28 Economic activity

Employment by industry type

The three mostcommon industries employing people aged 16 to 74

inrural Dorset AONB are: "Wholesale and retail trade; repairs”,
"Real estate, renting and business activities" and

"Manufacturing”

Numberofpeople aged 16 to 74 in employment by industry type

Dorset AONB

Urban Rural South West

Total Total Towns | Villages | Dispersed Urban Rural
Agriculture, hunting and forestry 275 1,655 104 921 630 13,459 43,438
Fishing 31 34 3 17 14 815 1,057
Mining and quarrying 99 88 3 54 31 3,615 4,042
Manufacturing 1,423 2,128 401 1,309 418| 217,486| 101,405
Electricity, gas and water supply 42 61 12 39 10 12,432 5,163
Construction 974 1,422 288 856 278| 105,430 60,001
Wholesale and retail trade; repairs 1,884 2,531 481 1,577 473| 269,224| 122,601
Hotels and restaurants 963 1,459 336 806 317 80,968 47,048
Transport, storage and communications 533 669 125 428 116| 101,920 39,618
Financial Intermediation 243 407 48 285 74 75,167 22,279
Real estate, renting and business activities 1,136 2,137 325 1,304 508| 172,599 88,606
Public administration and defence, social security 571 1,223 115 894 214| 101,287 59,723
Education 901 1,523 180 1,077 266| 110,346 62,442
Health and social work 1,394 2,020 335 1,305 380| 169,903 82,219
Other community, social & personal service activities 586 1,059 175 670 214 71,644 37,244
Private households with employed persons 12 55 3 27 25 990 1,503
Extra-territorial organisations and bodies - 5 - 3 2 291 407

Source table from the Census: UV34 Industry

In rural vilages and digpersed settlementsin the AONB, land-based and tourism sectors
support about 18% of employment, demongrating their significance to the local rural

economy.

The land-based sectorhasundergone significant change.




June Agricultural Censusdata
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14.2 Policy Overview

South West Sustainable Food & Farming Delivery Plan 2008-11
Key ‘ambitions identified
Srengthening the knowledge base:
- Improve busnesssupport

Promote knowledge & best practice

Nurture ills& professonal development

Encourage innovation & enterprise

Fogerresearch & development

Qupport collaborative working

Enabling local & regional sourcing & the sustainable development of supply chains:
Qupport supply chain development
Expand market opportunities
Realise the economic value of energy and waste
Promote public procurement

Realise the value of the region’senvironmental assets
Benefit from environmentalland management
Enhance landscape and biodiversty
Ensure sustainable management of natural and genetic resources
Reconnecting people with farming, food and the countryside

SW Rural Delivery Framework The South Wes Regional Assembly (2005) The Rural Strategy
2004 st the long term direction for rural policy and delivery. A grong regional and local
dimenson wascentral to the strategy, with increased delegation of decison making and
delivery mechanismsto regional and local level.

Regional Economic Srategy The South Wes Regional Development Agency (2006) The
Regional Economic Srategy provides a framework for all economic development
activity in the Suth West of England. While the South West Regional Development
Agency has a key role to play in developing the Srategy, it is one of many partners
involved in its implementation. The strategy aimsto give a framework in which public,

private and community bodiescan plan and work towardscommon objectives.

14.3 Issues

Dorset’'s Community Strategy 2007-2016 identifiesdeveloping Dorset'seconomy asa key
strategic objective. It identifiesprioritiesfor Dorset as.
- Improved infrastructure and connectivity
Improved skilsbase, development and employability of the workforce
Increased enterprise, innovation, invesment and competitiveness within the
Dorset economy
Srengthen Dorset’'seconomic performance through partnership working
Qgainable economic developmentleading to a low carbon economy

14.4 Trends

Decline in employment in the land-based sector, particulary forlivestock farming
Generaldecline in agriculturalemployees, particularly male

Generaldecline in the number of full-time farmers

Generalincrease in the number of farm managers, particularly part time
Generaldecline in total labour, showing volatility in recent years

Some farmsunitsbecoming largerwith an increase in hobby farming



Economic underperformance, with lower GVA, growth, business formation and
eamingsthan national and regional average

Dependence on low knowledge base, thusa low waged sector

High environmental quality often seen asa constraint to economic development
ratherthan asan opportunity

Decrease in rural employment opportunities [knock-on for rural society — villages
becoming the preservesof the elderly and wealthy]

14.5 SEA Objective

Supporteconomic development within environmental limits

14.6 Indicator — Percentage of working age population in employment / unemployed



15 Review of the AONB Plan

The Review Process

15.1 The process of reviewing the Dorset AONB Management Plan has followed the
guidance provided by Natural England. Aswith the first Management Plan, stakeholder
engagementin the review and development of policieshasbeen centralto the process.

15.2 The first stage of the Review wasan assessment of the continuing relevance of the
exiging Management Plan and its associated policies. Working Groups reviewed the
aimsand policiesof the current plan within their area of interes to form judgementson
whether the first plan waslikely to be adequate in light of changing circumsancesand
practical usability.

15.3 Atemplate wasused forthisprocess:

Review process

Existing | Sill Less more/same | Include Delete/Revie/ | Comment or
Plan Important | importance in revised | no change Proposed
plan? amendment

Broad Aim orPolicy

154 On the back of this initial assessment, a public expediency consultation was
conducted looking at the main areasof change needed to help ensure the new plan
was fit for purpos and the extent of the changesrequired. The results of thiscan be
found at www.dorsetaonb.org .uk

15.5 As a result of this consultation, the Board decided that a new plan was needed
ratherthan amendmentsto the existing plan.

Management Plan structure

155 In the Review of the Management Plan the sructure of the earlier Plan hasbeen
broadly retained but the decison hasbeen made to refine the scope of some chapters
in light of the need to focus on the primary purpose of the designation and the

associated activitiesthat support it.

15.6 The Plan’s Policy Framework sts out the objectives and policies for managing the
AONBto achieve the vison.

The Policy Framework ispresented in two sctions
Natural Beauty and Heritage

15.7 This section coversthe qualitiesand topicsthat make up the natural beauty of the
AONB. It ispresented in five themes:

. Landscape
. Biodiversty
. Geodiversity

. Coadg and Sa



. Historic and Built Environment

Living, Working and Enjoying

15.8 This sction covers activities that influence the natural beauty of the AONB. It
addressesthese activitiesin termsof how they relate to AONB purposes. Activitiesin this
section are presented in fourthemes:

. Land management and local products

. Access enjoying and learing

. Planning, development and infrastructure
. Community action

159 Each chapter includes background information to describe the topic, its
significance to the AONB and its pumposs and a desription of the resources in the
AONB that relate to the topic. There isalso a description of how thingsare changing and
the needsand opportunitiesarisng asa result. Each chapterthen containsa table which
sets out the objectives, management policies actionsand targetsto be delivered over
the five-yearlifespan of thismanagement plan.

15.10 Throughout the process of plan development the following cross cutting themes
have beenincorporated:

1. Addressing climate change
2. Qgainable development
3. Alandscape approach to planning and management



16 SEA Appraisal Famework

Assessment of the AONB Objectivesand Policies

16.1 The purpose of thispart of the SEA processisto carry out a high level asessment of
the Management Plan Objectives and Policies againg the SEA Objectives listed below.
This will identify if there are any fundamental inconsstencies between what the
Management Plan istrying to do and what the SEA objectivesaim to achieve. Perhaps
more relevantly, thisasessment can also identify synergies between the objectivesand
the more detailed assesament of the policies derived to deliver the Management Plan

objectives.

SEA objectivesforthe Dorset AONB Management Plan

16.2 The following SEA objectives form the bass of appraisal framework for the
management plan objectivesand policies

Theme Objective

Biodiversity 1. To conserve and enhance biodiversty

Soil 2. To protect and improve the quality and diversity of soils

Water quality and 3. To protect and sustainably manage water quality and
resources resources

Airand climate

4. To reduce greenhouse gasemissonsthat contribute to climate
change

5. To adaptto climate change

6. To protect and improve air quality

Landsape

7. To conserve and enhance the character and qualities of the
landscape

Geodiversity

8. To conserve and enhance geodiversity

Wasge and natural
resources

9. To ensure sustainable use of natural resources and minimise
waste

Cultural heritage

10. To consrve and enhance the higoric and cultural
environment

Human health

11.To improve the health and wellbeing of the population

Transport

12.To promote sugtainable travel, accessand transport options

Education, enjoyment,
training and ills

13. To increase awareness, Kills, accessbility, underganding and
enjoyment of the environment

Economy

14.To support economic development within environmental limits

16.3 The following tables presnt the conclusons of this assessment, with AONB
Management Plan objectives and policies assessed against SEA objectives in the SEA
themesasliged above. Each objective and policy isscored asfollows:

Srongly supportsthe SEA objective

Supportsthe SEA objective

Isneutral in effect

Potentially worksagaing the SEA objective

Srongly worksagainst the SEA objective

Effectsuncertain




16.4. This assessment was carried out with the input of a stakeholder group to provide
independent advice.

Srategic alternatives

16.5 The regulations for SEA state the need to identify and evaluate the likely significant
effectson the environment of:

a. implementing the programme; and

b. reasonable altematives taking into account the objectives and

geographical scope of the plan orprogramme.

This is generally consdered in terms of ‘Do nothing’, ‘Business as usual’ and ‘Bes for
environment’ options. These are discussed below in relation to the AONB management
plan.

‘Do nothing’ option

16.6 The ‘do nothing’ option in thiscas would be to not produce and implement an
AONB management plan. In this scenario, the AONB would still receive consideration
through Section 85 of the Countrysde and Rights of Way Act 2000 which requires
relevant authoritiesto have regard forthe purpose of conserving and enhancing AONBs
when carrying out their functions. This should influence a range of decisonsaffecting the
area. In planning termsthe AONBwould retain itsstatus and the policy framework would
gill operate to protect it. Other desgnations within the AONB would ill be in place to
protect certain sites and features, e.g. Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Stes of Secial
Sientific Interest. There are also many organisations and individuals operating in the
area which contribute to the management and conservation of the area. However,
without the management plan to draw togetherand co-ordinate activity, there isa real
danger of incondstencies of approach and missed opporntunities. The cumulative effect
of small and unco-ordinated changes could have dgnificant effects on landscape
character and quality and affect other environmental assets in the area. The
management plan also provides a framework that helps sscure targeted resources
which deliver considerable additionality to general management efforts. This option is
not therefore dedrable and isalso not viable given the requirement by law to produce
the plan.

‘Businessasusual’ option

16.7 The ‘businessasusual’ option would be to continue with the policiesin the existing
AONB management plan. The Partnership has already identified through its review that
the plan needsupdating in the light of new challengesand changesin legidation. Thisis
not therefore conddered a viable option.

‘Best for environment’ option

16.8 Given that the purpos of the AONB management plan isto promote the highest
sandard of envimnmental management for a nationally important protected
landscape, the plan itself should represent the ‘best forenvironment’ option.

16.9 The assessment will therefore be undertaken of the draft AONB management plan,
looking at impacts of the objectives and policies and identifying alternatives at the
objective / policy level.



AONB Landscape Objectives

Management Plan Objectives SEA objective themes

Landscape

sty

Biod iversty
Water
Quality and
Resources
Climate
mitigation
adaptation
Airquality
Landscape
Geodiver
Waste and
Mineral
resources
Heritage
Human
Health
Education,
enjoyment,
training and
skills

Soil

Z| Climate
Z| Transport

Z| Cultural

1. Consrve and enhance
the special and distinctive
characterand quality of the
AONB'slandscapesand
asociated features.

L2. Protect the AONB's
panoramic views, tranquillity
and remoteness.

L3. Plan and shape the future
landscape to adaptto
environmental change.

The above objectiveswillgenerally have a postive impact on the environment and itsassociated featuresasexpected. The effectsof future change
(3) willdepend to some extent on the type of change and the type ofresponse and issometimesdifficult to predict. Thisemphasisesthe need forany
long term strategiessuch asArea Action Plans(delivered through Local Development Fameworks) to be formulated within AONB objectivesto
maximise widerbenefits. Tranquillity (2) iscentral to the quality of the AONB and itswider benefitsin relation to environmental sustainability need
recognisng in managing future change. There are some potential conflictsbetween AONBlandscape objectivesand some climate mitigation
measures(e.g.large scale wind farms) and some economic activity. However, there are formsof renewable energy production thatcan be
accommodated within the AONB. Foreconomy, the desred SEA objective iseconomic activity within environmental limitsand since much economic
activity in the area isbased on the quality of the environment (e.g. tourism, land-based sector) thisshould not be a major conflict but may influence the
typesof activity undertaken.



AONB Landscape Policies

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives
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1a. Protect and enhance landscape N N

characterand quality and promote the
use of landscape characterassessment
to shape decidonsaffecting the AONB

L1b. Minimise and reduce the cumulative
impactsofsnall scale incremental
change that erodeslandscape
character.

L1c. Provide informalguidance on
equine managementin the AONB

L1d. Protect, enhance and create local
landmark featuressuch asboundary
features, tree clumpsetc.

[2a. Protect and maintain the tranquillity
of the AONBand reduce noise and light
pollution.

2b. Remove eyesoresto restore the
guality of the landscape

L2c. Retain and enhance remote areas
within the AONB

L3a. U= analyssof landscape sensitivity
to guide future development and
change

L3b. Monitorand addresschangesin the
condition of the landscape




The assessment showsthat AONBlandscape policiessupport most objectivesforlandscape, biodiversty, geodiversty, cultural heritage, human health
and education, enjoyment and ilsaswould be expected. There are also many benefitsfor soil and water quality. The potentialareasof conflict
include climate mitigation where AONB policy may preclude some mitigation measuressuch aslarge scale wind farms. Howeverthere are other
mitigation measuresthat would not present such conflictsand thisisaddressed in the AONB planning policies There could be some economic impacts
and potentially impactson transport though in both casesthe SEA objective isto support susainable activity in environmental limits. Landscape

s nstivity providesa toolto help addressthese potential conflicts.



AONB Biodiversity Objectives

Management Plan Objectives SEA Objectives
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Bl. Redtore, reconnect and manage N N N N

terrestrial and freshwater habitatsand

asociated gpeciesata landscape

sale to increase reslience to

environmental change.

B2. Retain the irreplaceable and N N

resore / re-establish lost ordeclining

featuressuch asveteran / ancient

trees, gpeciestich hedgerows, orchards

and pondsand theirassociated

species.

B3. Provide greaterprotection, N N

conservation and undersanding of

marine and inter-tidal habitatsin and

linked to the AONB.

The assessment showsthat the AONBbiodiversity objectivessupport SEA objectivesforbiodiversity, landscape, soil quality, water quality and resources,
climate adaptation, geodiversty, cultural heritage, human health through the positive benefitsof a healthy envionment and education, enjoyment
and skills. Othereffectsare neutral overall either with no effect ora balance of postivesand negatives. There isa potential conflict between the AONB
objective to protect marine and intertidal habitatsand the SEA objective for climate change mitigation where, forexample, formsof renewable energy
production could impact on these habitats.



AONB Biodiversity Policies

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives
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Bla. Develop and support
landscape-scale initiativesto
resore UK BAP priority habitats,
conserve theirassociated species
and increase theirreslience to
climate change.

Blb. Provide targeted and co-
ordinated whole farm advice and
support to landownersand
managerson bed practice
biodiversty management.

Blc. Promote the senstive
resoration of plantationson
ancient woodland stes(PAWYS)
backto native broadleaved
woodland.

Bld.Promote and support
measuresto increase the
biodiversty value of arable
farmland.

Ble. Promote sustainable and
appropriate measuresto manage
introduced invasive species
where they are causing harm.

Z




Biodiversity

Ble. Minimise the impactsof
development on biodiversity and
seek opportunitiesforbiodiversty
enhancement ata landsape
sale.

B1f. Promote monitoring of key
habitatsand indicator/ flagship
speciesin the AONB.

B2a. Support the survey and
management of threatened
biodiversty featuresincluding
veteran trees, ponds, orchards
and ancient hedgerows.

B3a. Support the creation of
marine conservation zonesat
approprate locations.

Biodiversty
Soil quality
Water
Quality &
Resources
Climate
mitigation
Climate
adaptation
Landscape
Geodiversity
Cultural
Heritage
Waste and
Natural
resources
Economy
Human
Health
Transport
Education,
enjoyment
training and
skills

Air

2
2
2
2

The assessment indicatesthat AONBbiodiversity policiessupport many SEA objectives, particularly those forbiodiversty, landscape, geodiversity, soils,
water, climate change adaptation, cultural heritage, human health and education and enjoyment. There may be some positive benefitsforclimate
change mitigation where habitatscan act ascarbon sinks though there may be some conflict with mitigation effortsthrough wind orwave / tidal
renewable energy developments. Effectson the economy are consdered neutral snce while there may be effects, there willalso be benefitsthrough

ecosysem servicesprovided.



AONB Geodiversity Objectives

Management Plan SEA Objectives

Objectives

Geodiversity
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G1.Conserve and N N N N N

enhance the geodiversty

of the AONBand value

the contribution it makes

to landscape character.

G2.Increase awareness, N N N N N

undergtanding and

appreciation of

geodiversity in the AONB.

The Objectiveswill clearly benefit the Geodiversty and it srelationship to conserving landscape character, soil, biodiversty and mineral supplies. Asa
complexsubject,increasng awarenessof geodiversity will also benefit wider education. Otherbenefitsin relation to climate mitigation and adaptation,
trangport and human health are neutral with no scope to widen the benefitsof the objectives.



AONB Geodiversity Policies

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives

Geodiversity

Geodiversity

Landscape
training and

skills

Biodiversity
Soil quality
Water
Quality &
Resources
mitigation
adaptation
Cultural
Heritage
Waste and
Natural
resources
Health
Education

Z| Climate
Z| Climate
Z| Air

Z| Economy
Z| Human
Z| Transport

Gla. Supportgreater
collaborative working and co-
ordination of geodiversty work
in the AONB

G1b. Provide targeted advice
and supportto landownersand
managerson the management
of desgnated / priority
geological dstes, including for
conservation and access

Glc.Promote fullconsideration
of geodiverdty conservation in
allplansand drategies
affecting the AONB, notably
local development frameworks,
mineralsdevelopment
frameworksand shoreline
management plans.

G2a.Increase public
underganding of geodiversty
and recognition of itslinksto
biodiversty, landscape and
local distinc tive ness.

G2b.Promote research studies
based on the World Heritage
Ste and inland geodiversity.




Where postive benefitsare predicted forthe economy, thisdependson the extent to which opportunitiesforgeo tourism are delivered. Although some
of the policiesare sometimeslimited in wider postive benefits, the importance of geodiversity to the AONBisfundamental. Where ressarch
opportunitiesexist, the extent of benefitswillalso depend on the type of research conducted and the audiencestargeted.



AONB Coast and Sea Objectives

Management Plan Objectives

SEA Objectives

Coastand Sea

CSl. Conserve and enhance
the coast and marine
environment of the AONB
through integrated
management thatrecognises
the linksbetween land and
sea.

CS2. Support the natural
evolution of the coast, allowing
natural coastal processesto
operate where possble.

CS3. Maintain and enhance
the open and undeveloped
nature of the AONB'scoadtal
landscapesand seascapes.

Resources

Z|climate

o | 2
s |2
A I
3 |3
T | o
S | o
9 1o

Z|Economy

Human Health

Z[Transport

raining and skills

Education,
enjoyment

The objectiveswillgenerally have a very positive effect on landscape, biodiverdty and otherassociated qualitiesof the AONB. Thisemphasdsesthe
need forintegrated management (1). Although little benefit for natural resources, the objectivesmay improve understanding of the AONBand help to
seerappropriate economic development and access Where policesforsupporting the natural evolution of the coas (2) are pursued, the benefitsto
biodiversty and otherimportant resourceswilldepend on the approach taken to how postive the benefitswillbe. Effectson the economy in supporting

natural evolution willdepend on the resourceslos to sea levelrise and eroson against the cost of taking other solutions.



AONB Coast and Sea Policies

between marine and terrestrial
planning and ensure condderation
of the AONB, World Heritage Ste
and Heritage Coastsin both.

CSlb. Promote catchment
sengtive farming practicesin all
catchmentsdraining into inshore
watersin oradjacent to the AONB.

CSlc. Promote and support
measuresto reduce marine
pollution and litter.

CS2a. Ensure that the South West
Coas Path National Trail is
available asa continuousroute for
accessng the coast.

CSb. Supporta ‘no active
intervention’approach to coastal
management whereverpossble.

CS3a. Support and develop
initiativesto conserve and
enhance the coagal and marine
landscape / seascape and our
understanding of it.

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives
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CS3b. Conserve tranquil areas N N N N N N N N N

along the coad.

CS3c. Conserve the undeveloped
nature of the coad.

CS3d. Promote and support the
removal of intrusve and urbanisng
featuresfrom the coast

CS3e. Promote the creation and
management of semi-natural
habitat along the coastal strip
through targeting of advice and
agri-envionment support.

CS3f. Promote understanding of
underwaterlandscapes

Although many of the benefitsare limited, the coas isof fundamentalimportance to the AONB. Where historic featuresmaybe lost through managed
coadgalchange (CS2b), effectsare predicted asnegative. Although thispotential effect can not be mitigated for, any featureslost willbe recorded. In
implementing thispolicy, it isassumed that economic benefitswillbe neutral asthe Shoreline Management Plan processwillbalance these factors,
taking into account the costsof defence measures. Where catchment sendtive facming isemployed along the coas, economic impactsshould be
postive through pursuing a long term, extensive approach to improving waterand soil quality. Although the removal of intrusive featuresappearsto
have little wider benefit, it iscentral to the quality of the AONB.



AONB Historic and Built Environment Objectives

Management Plan Objectives SEA Objectives
Historic and Built Environment

Geodiversity
training and

skills

Biodive rsity
Quality &
Resources
mitigation
adaptation
Landscape
Cultural
Heritage
Natural
resources
Economy
Health
Education,
enjoyment,

Z| il quality
Z| Water

Z| Climate

Z| Climate

Z| Air

Z| Wage and
Z| Human

Z| Transport

H1l. Conserve and enhance the
historic envionment and b uilt
heritage of the AONB,
recognisng the historic character
of the landscape aswellasthe
imeplaceable featuresset within it.

H2. Increase knowledge,
underganding and involvement
in the historic environment

Asexpected the objectiveswill postively benefit cultural heritage and itsrelationship to landscape setting. Impactson biodiversty and soil are generally
neutral although where historic featuressuch asveteran treesare protected, impactsshould be postive. Objectivesto increase undersanding should

e to protect the wider culturallandscape in the long term.



AONB Historic and Built Environment Policies

Management Plan policies

SEA Objectives

Historic and Built Environment

Hla. Support the provision of targeted
advice, grantsand assstance forthe
conservation of the historic
environment

H1lb. Promote furtherundersanding
and application of Historic Landscape
Characterisation, Historic Town Survey
and othercharacterisation and desgn
tools

Biodiversty

Soil quality

& resources

Climate
mitigation

Climate
adaptation

Air

Landscape

Z

Z[water Quality

Z

Hlc. Promote the use of, and training
in, locally-distinctive building materials,
stylesand traditional skillsto protect
the historic character of settlements

Z

H1ld. Support the development and
use of the Dorset Historic Environment
Record

Hle. Promote the recognition and
integrated management of the
historic environment ata landscape
scale

H1f. Promote the maintenance, repair
and management of the AONB's
historic ally sgnificant boundary
features

Z| Geodiversity

Cultural

Heritage

Natural
resources

Economy

Transport

Education,

Z| waste and

Z|Human Health

Z

enjoyment,

training and
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H2a. Promote initiativesthat utilise the | N N N N N N N N N
historic environment to engage local
communitiesto furthertheir
understanding and pride in ourrich
heritage
H2b. Encourage the reporting of N N N N N N N N
archaeological finds

Although some of the policiesare relatively limited in providing wider benefitsto SEA objectives, toolssuch ascharacterisation and promoting historic
management at the landscape scale will help in integrating management with otherthemes. Whilst being important to the management of the historic
environment, policesH1d, H2b, & H2c have limited benefit. There wasnot considered any scope to revise orbroaden these policies. In taking forward
many of the other policies, opportunitiesexist to involve volunteers.



AONB Land Management and Local Products Objectives

Management Plan SEA Objectives
Objectives
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LM1. Maintain and promote N N

the ills, practicesand
busnessesthat deliver
ustainable management of
the countrysde, coads and
*a.

LM2. Support production
and processng and
increase marketsfor
environmentally sustainable
local products.

LM3. Improve the
management and
consrvation of soiland
waterresources.

The proposed objectivesare predicted to deliverhigh level of environmental sustainability asthese appearto make clearlinksbetween the landscape
and appropriate economic activity, asdefined in the secondary purpose of the desgnation.



AONB Land Management and Local Products Polices

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives
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LM1la. Provide targeted, N N

integrated advice and
support to landownerson
managing the special
gualitiesof the AONB

LM1b. Support and promote
training to maintain skillsand
encourage new entrantsinto
appropnate land / ssa-based
sectors.

LM1c. Promote and
encourage bes practice land
management.

LM1d. Promote low carbon
and climate change aware
farming practices

LM2a. Promote use of
productsthat are local,
ethical and environmentally
beneficial.

LM2b. Promote the use of
locally sourced sugainable
woodfuel, particularly in new
development and public
buildings and particularly that
sourcing wood from egablished
woodlandswithin the AONB.




Land Managementand Local >

Products =0 c 2 =2
2 2 So c e} 2 2 e n - ccg
4] = oS Qo = o o — 0| g_ 9 | E = Qo o
o < s | & =2 < o < O c o = c o
e | S |:@ 5| S S 8 |2 | €2 o€ | | 5s £ 2
= o © < o 5 S = | & > £
5 o SR £E2 | £ ° o 2| B2 S E o | S SocEw
5 = © X £= | ES| = < o S| 8T B S0 | © s T
@ 3 S OE |0 | < g O |OIT|Sze | @ |ZI|E d o S

LM2c. Promote and support N N N N N N N N

approprately dedgned and
located commercial ventures,
particularly collaborative
enterprises which enhance
the local environmental
economy (e.g. machinery
rings, farm shops, food
processing/digtribution
facilities).

LM3a. Support and promote
measuresto reduce diffuse
and point source pollution
(from all sources agric ultural,
domesdic and industrial).

LM3b. Promote sustainable
management of water
resources.

LM3c. Promote good soiland
resource management

Generally the policiesdelivera high level of environmental sustainability although careful consderation willbe required to ensure any economic activity
isclosely linked to supporting the AONB qualities. Any impactsfrom low carbon farming depend on the type of farming practice promoted. For
example, some practiceswillcreate lesscarbon dioxide than othersand allow for better speciesmigration. SEA objectivesforthe economy, health etc
should benefit from the careful management of soiland waterresourcesto ensure these are able to meet future needs.



AONB Access, Enjoying and Learning Objectives

Management Plan SEA Objectives

Objectives

Access, Enjoying and

Learning Objectives > c o | & 2
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Al. Allpeople are able to N N | N N N N N N N

enjoy, experience, benefit
and learn from the special
gualitiesofthe AONBIn a
sustainable way.

A2. Accessand travelin the
AONBare managed within
environmental limits.

A3.The special qualitiesof
the AONBunderpin a vibrant
and digtinctive sustainable
tourism sector.

The assessment indicatesthat the AONBobjectivesforaccessng, enjoying and learning willsupport SEA objectivesforhuman health through
encouragement of active and healthy lifestylesand the contribution of green space to wellbeing, and to the education and enjoying objective for
obviousreasons. Effectson wider SEA objectivesare generally neutral; the AONBobjectivesare desgned to increase the sustainability and
environmental contribution of accessand tourism, howeverthishasto be balanced by the potential impactsof vistor pressure such asdisturbance,
eroson and traffic impacts Measuresto manage within environmental limitsin A2 addressthis, though may in term affect economic potential in the

short term.



AONB Access, Enjoying and Learning Policies

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives
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Ala.Promote greater N N N N N N

understanding, awarenessand
enjoyment of the AONB's
special qualities
Alb.Understand and remove N N N
the physicaland
psychological barriersthat
prevent underrepresented
groupsfrom accessng and
enjoying the countryside

Alc. Promote recognition and
utilisation of the AONB'srole in
supporting health and
wellbeing

A2a. Support measuresto N N N
improve connectivity and
functionality of the rightsof
way network

A2b. Promote and develop a N N
zoning approach to the
management of the coasal
coridorto aid vistor
management
A2c.Promote sustainable N N
inland destinationsto spread
tourism benefitsand reduce
pressure on the coast

Z




Access, Enjoying and Learning
Policies

Biod iversty
Quality &
Resources
Climate
mitigation
Climate
adaptation
Landscape
Cultural
Heritage
natural
resources
Human
Health
Transport
Education,
enjoyment,
training and
skills

Air

Z| il quality
Z| Geodiversty
Z| Waste and
Z| Economy

Z| Water

A2d. Promote the creation
and management of green
linksbetween urban
settlementsand the
countryside

A2e.Develop and promote N N N
integrated sustainable travel
optionsin the coagalcorrdor

A2f. upportthe development | N N N
of small scale marine-based
transport along the coast to
provide an alternative to the
car

A3a. Supportthe development | N N N
of high quality sustainable
tourism that supportsthe local
landscape and economy

A3b. Support the development N N
of visitor payback mechanisms
that support AONB
management.

The assessment indicatesthat AONBaccesspoliciesgenerally eithersupport SEA objectivesorare neutral overall in their effects. Improving the rightsof
way and public transport networksshould benefit health, enjoyment and economy but will also reduce traffic pollution, congestion and asociated
environmental effectssuch asparking, which can be intrusve in the landscape. Due to the emphassin AONB policieson improving the overall
sugtainability of visting the AONB, effectson SEA environmental objectivesare generally postive of neutral. However, thiswill only be the case if policies
are implemented with care. Increasesin visitor pressure could degrade the landscape and impact on biodiversty and these impactsshould be
asesed and addressed. Some AONB policieshave been revised and added to addressthisissue.



AONB Planning, Development and Infrastructure Objectives

Management Plan Objectives SEA Objectives
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PD1. Consrve and enhance N N N

the special qualitiesof the rural

landscapes and historic

settlementsof the AONB.

PD2. Achieve high quality
desdgn to enhance the built
environment of the AONB.

PD3. Remove, reduce and
avoid intrusve and degrading
features to enhance the
special qualities of the AONB
landscape.

PD4. Reduce the growth and
impactsof traffic on the AONB.

Any potential climatic benefitsof objective PD2 willdepend on the building techniquesand type of materialsused. In promoting high quality desgn,
materialsmay not alwaysbe the most environmentally friendly. A balance willneed to found to ensure a high quality realm whilst exploring every
opportunity to utilise susainable materialsand technigques. A potential economic conflict with objective PD3 may arise asthe cos of removing intrusve
featuressuch ashigh voltage powerlinesmay outweigh the widerenvironmental be nefitsin some cases howeverthisisaddressed at implementation
phase.



AONB Planning, Development and Infrastructure Policies

necessary development in
the AONB is snsdtively
located and sympathetic in
style, scale and materials to
local character.

PD1b. Retain characteristic
featuresand restore /
introduce new character
featuresthrough planning
gain where approprate to
scheme delivery

PD1c. Support and promote
appropriate farm
diverdfication schemes
which help contribute to the
conservation and
enhancement of the AONB.

PD1d. Protect the AONB's
panoramic views, tranquillity
and remoteness.

PDle. Reduce the impactsof
wase management on the
AONB, including transport
impacts.

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives
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PDla. Ensure that any|N N N N N N N N N
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PD1f. Support appropriate N N N N N N N N N N

extraction in the AONBfor
the supply of building stone
and clay forlocal bricksand
tilesto maintain local
landscape character.

PD1g. Promote the
restoration of extraction sites
to benefit landscape,
biodiversty and geodiversty
and access.

PD1h. Promote measuresto
increase energy efficiency.

PD1i. Support renewable N N
energy production where
compatible with the
objectivesof AONB
dedgnation, taking into
account the relative senstivity
of the landscape.

PD2a. Promote the use of high | N N
quality design, materialsand
standardsof workmanship in
alldevelopmentsin the
AONB

PD2b. Promote sustainable N N
consruction and the
consderation of climate
change mitigation and
adaptation in alldevelopment
and infragructure
management in the AONB.




Planning, Development and
Infrastructure

Biodiversity
Soil quality
& Resources
mitigation
Climate
adaptation
Landscape
Geodiversity
Cultural
Heritage
Waste and
natural
resources
Human Health
Transport
Education
Enjoyment
training and
skills

Z| Water Quality

Z| Climate
Z| Economy

PD3a. Protect the AONBfrom
inappropriate development.

Z

PD3b. Protect the quality of
uninterrupted panoramic
viewsinto, within and out of
the AONB.

PD4a. Promote the provison
of green infrastructure and
sustainable links to the
countryside.

PD4b. Promote self
containment of settlements

PD4c. Promote and develop
measuresto reduce traffic in
the AONB.

PD4d. Reduce urbanisation
and othernegative impacts
of highway management on
the AONB.

In generalthe AONB planning policieseithersupport orhave neutral effectson SEA objectives There are two potential conflictsnoted;these include
the potential impactsof renewable energy development on the landscape. Given the purpossofthe AONBdesgnation, the policy hasbeen
developed to provide a balance between mitigating climate change whilst conserving landscape quality in line with the AONB objectives. Thispolicy
should not therefore pose a threat to the AONBand ismore likely to constrain the typesofenergy development that can take place. At
implementation phase such schemeswillbe subject to theirown SEA proceses. The othernoted conflict area isthat of sustainable construction and
introduction of climate change measuresinto the built environment and how thiscan be achieved in the context of sensitive built heritage. Again, this
willneed to be carefully considered at the implementation phase. Policy PD1f could have envionmentalimpactsbut the assumption in the policy is



that they would be minimal due to theirsmall scale and balanced by the benefitsto landscape character. However, thiswould need to be further
asesed atimplementation phase through assessmentsaspart of the planning process.



AONB Community Action Objectives

Management Plan SEA Objectives
Objectives
Community Action
e [} 102; ;O
. I
= =) & O 5| 8 o | 5 e o > | 55
= = ie) = o] o — O © () I Qo o
o i L | 83 &= g1 2] @9 = O c o | v co
= 2| 223 | % ©a S| 50 @85 o sS| g | S5¢
e} o EgB EQ E® e 8 = 238 o E | S £ 0
! a 0| =8| =o | = S o © SO | © T
@ | 2O02|0E|Oc | < | J|0o|0=ceg g | ZX|F | docS

C1. Greater involvement
and participation by local
people in actions to
conserve and enhance
the AONB.

The benefitsof thisobjective depend to large degree on the type of projectsthat are available forcommunitiesto be involved in and the co-ordination
of volunteereffortsto ensure opportunitiesare maximised. Potentially, thisobjective will achieve a high level of environmental sustainability and should
be encouraged at every opportunity.



AONB Community Action Policies

Management Plan Policies SEA Objectives
Community Involvement
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Cla. Develop co- N | N N N

ordinated inclusive
volunteeractivity to
support AONB
management.

C1b.Promote
opportunitiesfor parish and
town councilsand
community partnershipsto
conserve and enhance
the AONB.
Clc.Supportgreaterlocal
involvement in actionsto
conserve and enhance
the AONB

C1d.Promote and support
the celebration and
conservation of local
distinctiveness.

Cle.Involve local people
in monitoring and
recording landscape
change.




Community Involvement

Biodiversity
Soil quality
Water Quality
Resourcesand
flooding
Climate
mitigation
Climate
adaptation
Landscape
Geodiversity
Cultural
Heritage
Waste and
natural
resources
Economy
Human Health
Transport
Education
training and
skills

Air

C1f. Promote sugtainable
living among communities
in the AONBto reduce
impactson the local
environment.

There appearto be no conflictswith these policesalthough through the SEA processseveralhave been deleted or have revised to ensure benefitsare
maximised.



17 Summary of Assessment

17.1Thischapter summarisesthe main findingsof the SEA for the final AONB Management
Plan 2009-14.

Overall Assessment

17.2 Generally, the broad objectives and detailed policies of the AONB Management
Plan support SEA objectives or are neutral in overall effect. The incluson of additional
social and economic sustainability objectiveswithin the appraisal framework hashelped
ensure that the widerimpactsof the AONB plan have been conddered. Thisrevealed a
numberof potential conflict areas, including:

AONB Landscape objectives/ policies and climate change mitigation — some
climate change mitigation measures, e.g. large scale wind farms, could conflict
with landscape conservation objectives.

AONB landscape objectives/ policiesand economic growth / activity —the high
emphasis placed on landsape protection and enhancement in AONB policy
may impact on economic activity.

AONB marine and inter-tidal habitats objectives/ policies and climate change
mitigation — AONB policy could consrain development of offshore renewable
energy schemes.

AONB coastal change ‘no active intervention’ policy and cultural heritage —
coadal change may result in the loss of some historic features. This coadal
change policy obvioudy could have wider impacts on communities and the
economy. However, it was conddered that impacts on property would be
conddered in the cos / benefit analyssthrough the shoreline management plan
and planning processes.

AONB undeveloped coast objective / policy and economic growth —the desdre
to retain the undeveloped nature of the coas may constrain some economic
tourism and development activity.

AONB sustainable congruction / buildingspolicy and cultural heritage —there isa
potential conflict between the preservation of historic buildingsand the need to
meet sustainability objectives, e.g. solar panels, mini wind turbines etc can
potentially damage fragile built structuresand affect their character. It can also
be challenging to make contemporary sustainable buildings fit into historic
settlements.

AONB access and enjoyment objectives/ policies and landscape / biodiversty
protection —the assessment noted the need to carefully condder the impactsof
access recreation and tourism on senstive landscapesand wildlife.

These findingsinfluenced policy refinement forthe management plan, detailed in the
following chapter.

17.3 The iterative process of drafting and assessment of the Management Plan has
improved the sustainability of the Plan with opportunities suggesed for improving



outcomes. In particular, the following themeshave been incorporated into a wide range
of topic based themesto help deliver SEA objectives:

Consewing and enhancing landscape character, qualty and local
distinctive ness;

Taking a landscape approach and delivery of multiple benefits,
Integration of terrestrial and marine issues;

Encouraging greater awareness and involvement of a wide range of
stakeholdersand communities;

Mitigating and adapting to climate change.

17.6 As a result, cumulative impacts will generally be very beneficial for landsape,
biodiversty, cultural heritage, communities and the rural economy. Through taking a
landscape sale, strategic approach to the many areasof work, landscape iscentral to
the planning and management of the AONB.

17.7 However, it should be noted that many of the potential benefitswill be dependant
on the ability and commitment of parnner organisations to deliver AONB policies. The
draft AONB plan notessome actionswill be led by othersand support must be provided
by the AONBteam to help deliver wider benefits. Also, the policy framework lacks spatial
focusin mog parnt and the true environmental benefit may not be fully recognised until
the spatialactionsare delivered.



18 Changesmade asa result of the SEA & consultation and

ongoing monitoring

Outcomesofthe assessment and consultation

18.1 The draft Envionmental Report wassubject to public conaultation foreight weeks
alongdde the Draft AONB Management Plan. Substantial commentswere received in
relation to the Plan itself; only one consultee (Wessex Water) responded with specific
commentson the draft Environmental Report. These commentswelcomed the
assessment and acknowledged the complexity of assessing such a wide ranging
strategy. There wasa concern that impactson waterquality had not formed part of the
assessment. The consultee alo noted that the scoring seemed potentially overly
optimigic and that the SEA should highlight the potential tensonsthat may arise during
implementation.

18.2 Thes= comments, along with the many received about the plan itself, were carefully
conddered by the Partnership and revisonsmade accordingly. These went back to the
AONB Partnership forfinal conaultation. Final policieshave also been assessed againg
SFA objectivesand are presented in thisreport.

Key changesmade

18.3 The SEA wasrewiewed in regponse to the commentsreceived and revised to make
some of the potential conflictsand tensonsclearer.

18.4 The SEA, togetherwith commentsreceived from stakeholders, resulted in a number
of changesto AONB policies, summarised in the following paragraphs.

18.5. Tranqillity and sense of remoteness—the SEA and appropriate assessment
highlighted the potential of some policies, particularly those relating to accessand
tourism, to impact on tranquillity and the retention of areaswith a £ns of remoteness.
These qualitiesare important aspectsofthe landscape but also provide benefitsfor
biodiversty, with some speciesfavouring lessdisurbed areas Thiswasreflected in the
revdon of landscape policiesto include ‘L2c: Retain and enhance remote areaswithin
the AONB'. The zoning policy in the Coast and sesasand Accessing, Leaming and
Enjoying chaptersshould also help to manage visitor pressure more pro-actively.

18.6 The potential conflictsbetween visitor pressure and landscape / biodiversty SEA
objectivesalso highlighted the imporntance of being able to monitorimpactsmore
effectively. An action to develop a monitoring sysem and indicatorsto ide ntify
environmental limitswasadded in underthe zoning policy A2b.

18.7 Waterquality and resources—the draft AONBpolicy framework wasweak in
supporting thisSEA objective. Policieswere added / revised, with identified actionsand
indicators, asfollows:

LM3a: Support and promote measuresto reduce diffuse and point source

pollution (from all sources agricultural, domesic and industrial).

LM3b: Promote sustainable management of waterresources.

18.8 The asesament identified a conflict between the need forclimate change
mitigation and the protection of the landscape. Thisisnot alwaysthe case, with many
mitigation measurescompatible with landscape conservation, howeversome measures
(e.g.large scale wind farms) may not be achievable without significant impacts. The
renewable energy policy forthe AONBwasrevised in orderto resolve thisconflict asfar



aspossble, with a greateremphasson energy efficiency, active support of renewable
technologiesand schemesthat are compatible with the landscape (e.g. woodfuel from
sustainably managed localwoodland) and widerschemesasessed based on
landscape sensitivity. Where schemeswould have dgnificant adverse impactsthey
would generally be regarded ascontrary to AONBpolicy, though thiswould be asessed
onacase bycase bassthrough the planning system ratherthan through a generic
AONBpolicy gsatement. The AONB Partnership feelsthat thisisprovidesan appropriate
framework to assig decison making, taking national policy and legidation for AONBsinto
account.

18.9 The assessment also identified the potential formeasuresto protect the AONB's
landscape, biodiversity and heritage to constrain economic development. Thiswill
alwaysbe a tenson formanagement of an AONBand ultimately the purposesofthe
dedgnation and legislative / policy framework asociated with it willinfluence how this
playsout. The SEA objective that hasbeen identified forthe economy isforeconomic
development within environmental limits, recognisng the need to manage and protect
the envionmental asetsthat underpin much of the ruraleconomy. With thisemphasis,
AONBpoliciessupport the objective more than might be expected. The focuson active
support foreconomic activity that complements AONB environmental objectives
providesa more balanced approach.

Monitoring

18.10 The scoping section of thisdocument providesbaseline and trend information and
hasbeen used to underpin development of objectivesforthe area. There isa need as
part of the AONBprocessto monitorthe impactsofimplementation of the AONB
management plan.

18.11 Two typesof monitoring willbe undertaken:

1. Performance monitoring —thiswill be reported annually and will assessdelivery of
actions/ outputsagainst the management plan targets. Thiswill focusparticularly
on those areasbeing led by the AONB Partnership but will also aim to include
activitiesbeing led by others.

2. Condition monitoring —thiswill include data collection againg the identified
indicatorsset out in thisdocument. These indicatorsprovide some measure of the
state of the AONB'senvironment, economy and communities. Thiswillbe
reported lessfrequently due to the nature of the data but a report willbe
published after 3 yearsof plan delivery to check the stuation. Any notable
adverse changesin the indicatorsmay prompt a change in prioritiesforaction.

AONB Condition Indicatorsinclude the following:

SEA TOPIC Indicators

Biodiversty Condition of SSSsand SNCls

Biodiversity Partnership

Habitat and species(e.g. farmland birds, butterflies) monitoring through

Agri-environment Scheme coverage

Water Pollution incidents

Chemical and biological water quality

Bathing water quality

Airand climate Number of air guality monitoring areasdeclared
Renewable energy installed capacity

Landscape Countryside Quality Countsdata

Geodiversity Condition of RIGS

Waste LAA waste performance indicators

Cultural heritage Monuments/ buildingsat risk

Human health Numberwith long term limiting illness




Transport Traffic growth

Education, Qualificationsdata for 16-74 yearolds

enjoyment, training

& sKills

Economy Percentage of working population employed / unemployed
Conclusion

18.12 The asessment haslooked in detail at the impactsof AONBobjectivesand policies
on a range of environmental objectives. In addition to the basic requirement set out in
the regulationsand Natural England’sguidance, the assessnent hasalso looked at a
numberof wider sugainability objectives In general, the AONBpoliciessupport the
identified SEA / sugtainability objectivesforthe area, aswould be expected from an
environmental plan. The SEA processhasbeen helpful in identifying tensonsand gapsto
be addressed, supporting development of a more robust policy framework forthe AONB.
A numberofchangeswere made to the AONBmanagement plan to improve itsfit with
the SEA objectives Monitoring will be undertaken to assessthe impactsof plan
implementation.




